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 PFLAG promotes the 
health and well-being of 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlight-
en an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end dis-
crimination and secure 
equal civil rights. 

 

PFLAG Meeting, April 12 
 

Gender Revolution:  
A Journey with Katie Couric 

 

St. Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport 
 

 

Taking Action 

 

One of the chief global internet sources for hate speech, false 

reporting, and white nationalism is Breitbart, recently led by Steve Ban-

non who has become Donald Trump’s chief strategist. An international 

boycott, organized by international activist group Sleeping Giants, has 

caused 1,500 companies to pull their advertising money from the web-

site.  

Many of these multinational corporations, such as Visa, Chase, 

Nestle, and BMW, stated that they never explicitly intended to support 

Breitbart. Hewlett Packard Chief Marketing Officer Antonio Lucio 

called its ad placement on Breitbart a “mistake” before blacklisting the 

site from its ad campaigns, as have hundreds of other multinational cor-

porations.  

Like many other companies, Hewlett Packard used 

“programmatic advertising,” a system of automatically placing advertis-

ing based on targeting specific audiences and demographics. While many 

companies are pulling their advertising from Breitbart, others such as 

Amazon, Microsoft, Google, and Facebook Audience Network still sup-

port the offensive content promoted by Breitbart.   

You can view the full list of more than 1,500 companies who 

have publicly confirmed their advertising boycott of Breitbart here. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/

d/1i9o8CR_kjJ6mBd44k6CRZEhlXuZqq-XCCOoj-e8RJ7Q/edit#gid=0   

 

Sometimes taking action requires a laugh. Hope this works!  
 

Conservative Christian pastor Lance Wallnau claimed that a 

group of prostitutes (who he called “hookers) were “saved” and then 

baked a cake that they prayed over to make it “anointed.” When a gay 

bar owner ate the cake, the gay “spirit” left his body, and he turned 

straight. 

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1i9o8CR_kjJ6mBd44k6CRZEhlXuZqq-XCCOoj-e8RJ7Q/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1i9o8CR_kjJ6mBd44k6CRZEhlXuZqq-XCCOoj-e8RJ7Q/edit#gid=0
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Celebrate Saving ‘Obamacare’ 
March Madness included the horrible possibility that people in the United States would lose 

many health care rights that the Affordable Care Act provided. At the last minute, the repeal and new 
plan failed, which means that “Obamacare” is still the law of the land. These are ten ways in which 
that law improves LGBT access to health coverage: 

 

 No U.S. citizen can be denied preventative coverage because of sexual orientation, gender identi-
ty, or gender expression. 

 Lifetime and annual caps are now prohibited. 

 People can no longer be denied coverage because of a pre-existing condition—such as pregnancy. 

 Insurance companies cannot deny transgender no-cost preventative services, regardless of their 
sex assigned at birth, gender identity, or recorded gender. 

 All legally married same-gender couples can enroll in a plan through the marketplace; states 
must recognize same-gender marriages of couples applying for Medicaid. 

 Insurance coverage for LGBT partners cannot vary from state to state.  

 Coverage for families or spouses must be equally offered to married same-gender couples. 

 LGBT couples are eligible for a special enrollment period when getting married, just like oppo-
site-gender couples. (Enrollment must be within 60 days after the wedding date.) 

 Same-gender married couples are eligible for financial assistance as a couple when purchasing 
health coverage. 

 Married LGBT couples can enroll in and receive a family plan without worrying about exclusions 
or discrimination.  

 
The ACA cut the overall rate of uninsured lesbian, gay, and bisexual people in half between 

2013 and 2015 to 11 percent. Under ACA, Medicaid covers more than 40 percent of people with HIV 
and addresses the HIV/AIDS epidemic because it covers preventive care, including HIV testing, with 
no patient cost-sharing. “Obamacare” means that insurance companies cannot refuse to cover all 
gays because gay men are more likely to be HIV positive or raise monthly premiums just for gays.  

Prior to the failure of the bill, the religious hospital network Franciscan Alliance was at-
tempting to get exemptions that protect LGBT people, and Texas is suing the federal government on 
the Franciscan Alliance’s behalf, over a regulation prohibiting discrimination against transgender 
individuals . The lawsuit, now in the 5th Circuit Court, would allow doctors to refuse surgeries based 
on their religious beliefs. (Note that the health organization is named for St. Francis, who took a vow 
of poverty and cared for marginalized lepers.)   

More information at https://www.healthinsurance.org/obamacare/marriage-equality-
delivers-equal-insurance-access/ 

 
 
Another LEGO story! Lesbian Sally Ride, the first 

woman in space, is one of five new LEGO figurines celebrat-
ing female pioneers in the U.S. space program. The figures 
(left to right): Margaret Hamilton, Katherine Johnson, Ride, 
Nancy Grace Roman, and Mae Jemison. All are living except 

Ride, who died in 
2012.  
 

 
 
 
Mark Hearfield (left), 59,  and Chris Hall, 42, are the 
stars of Kellogg’s new ad campaign in the UK featuring 
same-gender couples. Seven other same-gender couples 
are also in the series of commercials. 
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Politics on Our Side 
Key West (FL): Police have issued an arrest warrant 

for Richlands (NC) resident Brandon Ray Davis, 30, 

after he tried to run down a gay couple and knocking 

one of them off his bicycle while shouting homopho-

bic slurs and telling them that “You live in Trump 

country now.” The attack is being considered a hate 

crime.  

 

Arkansas: A House panel rejected a bill allowing 

health care workers and hospitals to refuse to treat 

someone because of religious objections. Wow!  

 

Florida: The state finally figured out that same-

gender couples have sexual intercourse. The Florida 

Supreme Court turned down an argument from the 

defense that this term doesn’t apply to same-gender 

partners after a man failed to reveal to his male part-

ner that he was HIV-positive. The court ruled that 

third-degree felony charge holds because the law’s 

goal was to reduce the spread of HIV.  

 

North Carolina: Governor when the state passed the 

potty police HB 2 that cost millions in lost revenue 

and thousands of jobs, Pat McCrory lost his reelec-

tion bid although the state supported Donald Trump. 

He lost a request from The Charlotte Observer to 

keep his emails private, and the newspaper found 

that he signed the bill into law the day after a poll 

stated it would be popular. In addition to keeping 

transgender people out of the bathrooms commensu-

rate with their gender identities, the bill eliminated 

all non-discrimination ordinances in cities and mu-

nicipalities and prevented them from increasing the 

minimum wage above the state’s minimum of $7.25 

an hour. McCrory claims that he is having trouble 

finding employment, even with the new president, 

because of the perception that he is a bigot. Attempts 

from a GOP friend to get him free lifetime healthcare 

failed as did legislation to keep him from threats and 

intimidation after protesters followed him down an 

alleyway shouting “Shame!” His wife has been told 

not to attend charity events. Maybe he’s discovered 

the life of a minority person.  

 

Oklahoma: Members of the Osage nation voted in 

favor of marriage equality, amending its legal defini-

tion to be “a personal relation between two persons.” 

This decision to issue marriage licenses to same-

gender couples goes beyond last year’s vote to rec-

ognize marriages from other jurisdictions. A few 

dozen of the more than 500 federally-recognized 

tribes in the U.S. explicitly recognize same-gender 

couples. Several groups, including the National Con-

gress of American Indians, have offered templates 

and guidance for tribal law that is supportive and 

inclusive of LGBTQ and Two Spirit members in its 

Tribal Equality Toolkit.  

 

Pennsylvania: U.S. District Judge Mark Nornak has 

ruled in favor of three students—one of them the 

sister of a singer who performed at Donald Trump’s 

inauguration—who petitioned to use bathrooms cor-

responding to their gender identities. One of the stu-

dents was elected homecoming princess. In the pre-

liminary injunction, the judge determoned that the 

students can use the appropriate bathrooms while the 

school district’s lawsuit proceeds. He also said that 

the students would likely win the case because of no 

evidence that personal privacy is being threatened or 

the policy advancing an important governmental 

interest. The judge wrote, “[The school policy] 

would all occur in an effort to visually examine the 

sex organs of other restroom users or to engage in 

some other blatant and malicious invasion of bodily 

privacy of those simply using the restrooms for their 

intended purposes.” (More informationon p. 6) 

 

Utah: The governor signed SB 196 that repeals the 

state’s “Don’t Say Gay” law banning the 

“promotion” of “homosexuality” in schools. Doing 

so avoids a lawsuit from students regarding their 

direct harm from the law.  

 

Vermont: GOP Gov. Phil Scott, Secretary of Educa-

tion Rebecca Holcombe, and other top state officials 

reaffirmed the state policy that protects the rights of 

transgender students to use the bathrooms that corre-

spond to their gender identity. They also stated that 

state law protects Vermonters based on sex, sexual 

orientation, and gender identity.  
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Legal Care of a Person’s Remains After Death 
 

In too many situations, 
the surviving non-legal per-
son (boyfriend or girlfriend) 
isn’t allowed to make deci-
sions for a partner after a 
death. Sometimes, people see 
themselves as partners be-
cause they have lived and 
loved together for years or 
even decades. As a result, the 
survivor expects to make de-
cisions about such issues as 
cremation or burial, who can have the ashes, etc. Without legal 
methods, however, this is not true.  

Oregon law defines who has authority or priority to make 
these decisions, and non-legal partners cannot decide about the 
remains if there are living spouses, children, parents, siblings, 
or other relatives. ORS 97.130 identifies the legal hierarchy of 
decision even if a person has been estranged for many years. For 
example, an estranged non-divorced spouse has the power for 
after-death decisions over a current non-legal relationship.  

Oregon recognizes Registered Domestic Partnerships and 
marriages, including those in other states as well as in Oregon, 
and gives the same rights to spouses of all genders. People who 
don’t want to be registered or marry can protect the integrity of 
their relationship after one of them dies. A simple form com-
pleted by both members of a couple gives them the first right to 
make decisions about the disposition of the partner. The form 
does not need to be notarized, but it will require two witnesses.  

The form will provide the survivor the right to delegate the 
disposition of remains in most cases. A donation of anatomical 
gifts, such as organ donations, takes priority over the appoint-
ment of the person. In addition, either the estate or the appoint-
ed person must have enough funds to pay for the desired dispo-
sition, which must be lawful.  

Each person should keep a copy of the completed and 
signed form, and couples might want to give copies to the local 
funeral home. This form is available at https://
www.oregon.gov/MortCem/consumer_information/
appointment.pdf. The statute is available at  https://
www.lawserver.com/law/state/oregon/or-statutes/
oregon_statutes_97-130.   

Thanks to Debby Miller at Bateman Funeral Home 
(Newport) for this information. She wrote: “We have the form 
available at our funeral home and I’d be happy to meet with you 
to discuss taking care of this important business.” 

 
Phone – (541)265-2751 
Fax – (541)265-5355 
d.miller@batemanpacificview.com 

Protecting the Integrity of Your Relationship 
 

Bits of News 
 

Joseph Nicolosi, promot-
er of the belief that “you don’t 
have to be gay,” has died at 70 
years of age. His book, Reparative 
Therapy of Male Homosexuality, 
supported the unscientific theory 
that people can become heterosex-
ual through “therapy.”  

So-called conversion therapy 
has caused depression, self-
destruction, and suicide. It has 
been outlawed for minors in five 
states and four cities.   
 

A new poll shows that 53 
percent of people in the U.S. 
oppose laws requiring 
transgender people to use bath-
rooms matching their biology at 
birth; 39 percent support the laws. 

Support is also growing for 
marriage equality with 63 percent 
in favor, up from 52 percent only 
four years ago. White evangelicals 
compose the only religious group 
opposing same-gender marriage.  

 
More black humor! Tennes-

see state Rep. Terry Lynn 
Weaver introduced legisla-
tion to declare that children 
born from artificial insemi-
nation are illegitimate. She 
wants to repeal the 2010 law that 
these children born to a married 
couple with the consent of the 
husband are legitimate children of 
the couples.  

The Catholic Church has al-
ways seen artificial insemination 
as “gravely immoral,” probably 
because they see the method for 
the source of sperm to also be im-
moral. One tweet pointed out that 
this would make Jesus illegiti-

mate.  
 

(Weaver’s 
racist pose-
with her 
white pastor 
on Hallow-
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The U.S. Supreme Court removed a case about a transgender teen’s ability to use the bathroom 
of his gender identity from the March 28 docket and returned the lawsuit to the 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Virginia after the administration eliminated federal guidance requiring that transgender 
students can make their choice about bathroom use. Gavin Grimm had won a court order allowing 
him to use the boys’ bathroom, but the Supreme Court put it on hold last August until they heard the 
case. The federal appeals court had used the Obama administration’s interpretation of Title IX to side 
with Grimm. Similar cases are pending in other states.  
 
 
Australia: Queensland has passed legislation to drop a “gay panic” murder defense that lowered 
sentences for crimes committed in “the heat of passion caused by sudden provocation” from homo-
sexuals.  
 
Canada: Alberta’s education minister has ordered two Baptist schools to permit  student-organized 
gay-straight alliances.  
 
China: The authorities are not  censoring the gay kiss in Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and doesn’t 
even come with a parental guidance warning for young viewers. 
 
Germany: A bill to compensate people convicted under the Nazi-era anti-gay law has been ap-
proved in the cabinet and moves on to the nation’s Parliament. Over 50,000 men would receive 
3,000 euros for each conviction and another 1,500 euros for every year of prison. The bill also annuls 
the convictions of thousands of gay men from a law that criminalized homosexuality in post-World 
War II West Germany. Although homosexuality was decriminalized in 1969, the 19th-century “Article 
175” making homosexuality illegal stayed on the nation’s books until 1994. Passage through the rul-
ing right-left coalition would put the law into effect before the end of the year.  
 
Japan: In a vote of 21-1, trans man Tomoya Hosoda, 25, 
(right) has been elected mayor of Iruma, population almost 
150,000. Two years ago, he attained visibility through his 

participation in Out 
in Japan, highlight-
ing LGBTQI rights. 
Although Japan has 
some protections 
surrounding sexual 
orientation and per-
mits gender affirma-
tion care, the nation 
does not legally pro-
vide for same-gender couples. Tomoya is believed to be the 

first openly trans man elected to public office in the world although Jay Irwin (left) was sworn in as a 
Ralston (NE) school board member in January.  
 In 2003 Aya Kamikawa became Japan’s first openly trans politician when she served as a 
Tokyo municipal official.  
  
 

Catching up on an earlier story: A New Jersey branch of the Boy Scouts will pay 
$18,000 and issue a formal apology to Joe Maldonado because it barred the transgender boy from 
joining the pack. The council also changed its policies in accordance with state anti-discrimination 
laws. After the Secaucus Cub Scout pack rejected the child for being born a girl, he joined a pack in 
Maplewood where his mother reports that he is doing “phenomenal.”   

Politics around the World 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Eighteen-year-old Juliet Evancho (left), Elissa Ri-
denour, and another student won their lawsuit to use the 
school bathrooms matching their gender identities (see p. 
3). The three transgender students are now permitted to 
continue their suit against the Pennsylvania school dis-
trict . Judge Mark Hornak of the U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania concluded the students 
are likely to succeed in their argument that the policy vio-
lates the equal protection clause. Evancho is the sister of 
Jackie Evancho, 16, performer at Donald Trump’s inaugu-
ration ceremony. 

 
Openly gay Bobby Brooks (left), has been elected stu-
dent body president at the notoriously anti-LGBT Texas 
A&M University with a student body of over 60,000. Its 
discrimination goes back to 1876 as Texas Agriculture & 
Manufacturing. Brooks ran on a platform of improving 
diversity issues, boosting student services, keeping costs 
low, and improving relationships with faculty members. 
The person with the most votes made Brooks’ sexual orien-
tation an issue and was disqualified for campaign fraud 
and intimidation. The election gained national notice after 
Secretary of Energy Rick Perry involved himself in a stu-

dent government election and accused Brooks of stealing the election from the son of Robert McIn-
tosh, a Trump prominent fundraiser and suggested that the Student Government Association engi-
neered the victory in an attempt for diversity.  
 

NYPD Officer Michael Hance, who made headlines two 
years ago for twerking at a Pride parade, died of brain 
cancer on March 12, 2017 at the age of 44. Part of the 
bucket brigade after the 9/11 attacks, he identified as 
straight, but the video clip of his dancing with a gay man 
went viral. The person who recorded him said that he 
“understood what the parade was about—about having 
fun and being yourself.” His brother said, “He was defi-
nitely a people person. He has like 8 million friends,” re-
ferring to the number of times the video was viewed. 

 

Dan Magoon (left), the chief 
marshal of Boston‘s St. Patrick’s 
Day parade, refused to march until South Bos-
ton Allied War Veterans Council permitted Out-
Vets to march with their rainbow symbol. In 
fact, the Army veteran who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan marched with the OutVets contin-
gent. He is the executive director of Massachu-
setts Fallen Heroes, a nonprofit that honors fall-
en military personnel and helps their families. 
 

The 97-year-old Vogue Paris featured its first transgender cover model,  
Valentina Sampiano, in time for International Women’s Day on 
March 8. She had appeared on Elle Brazil’s cover last November and in 
an L’Oreal ad.  
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OCC PFLAG Activities 
 

Don’t miss the rest of the film Gender 
Revolution, Katie Couric’s exploration into 
the subject of gender, shown at the PFLAG 
meeting on April 12.  
 

More Bits 
 

The Gates Foundation is giving 
$140 million to Intarcia Therapeutics for 
its work in developing and advancing an 
under-the-skin pump to deliver a daily 
dose of the HIV prevention drug PrEP. 

 
In a recent survey, 61 percent said 

that they are against religious based 
refusals of service to LGBTQ people, 
and only 30 percent agree with a proposed 
congressional bill. In answer to another 
question, 58 percent support same-gender 
marriage with 32 percent in opposition.  

 
Yelp is adding the availability of 

gender-neutral bathroom access to 
its reviews by collecting information from 
both customers and businesses. The com-
pany is also one of 53 in the U.S. that are 
filing friend-of-the-court briefs with the 
Supreme Court to support transgender 
teen Gavin Grimm in a lawsuit against the 
Gloucester County (VA) school board.  

OCC PFLAG Calendar 
April 5: LGBTQ Task Force meeting  

April 11, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Wel-
come!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

April 12, 6:00-8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting—Completion 
of the showing of Gender Revolution- St. Stephen's, 9th & 
Hurbert, Newport  

April 21, 7:00-10:00 pm:  LGBTQ Social for Teens and 
Young Adults! - Lincoln City (Please RSVP at 541-921-7905 
or nickeylynn70@gmail.com for location.) 

April 23, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for Lunch—
NW 3th and Coast Streets, Newport  

April 28, 7:00-10:00 pm: LGBTQ Social for Teens and 
Young Adults!  634 NE 7th Street, Newport (More infor-
mation: (541)272-7817 or (541)829-9049) March 31st 7-10 
PM LGBTQ Social in Newport.  

 
The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate 
a financial need for medical aid, housing, trans-
portation, or food can apply. The maximum grant 
is $250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from 
other LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact 
PFLAG OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an applica-
tion. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Media Matters:  
 

Power Rangers has put Hollywood’s first out lesbian superhero on the big screen 
with Yellow Ranger, Trini (Becky G), coming to terms with her sexual orienta-
tion. The character assuming that she has boyfriend problems soon discovers 
that it’s girlfriend issues. The small scene provides her driving force in connect-
ing with the other rangers.  
 
 

New Zealanders Chaz Harris and Adam Reynolds have released Promised Land, a picture book about a 
prince and a farm boy who fall in love in a magical forest. Christine Luiten illustrated the book, and an 
audiobook of the title is available. Talking about the 
book’s release on Valentine’s Day, Harris stressed 
the importance of seeing yourself represented in 
books as a child and finding characters you can iden-
tify with as you grow. 
 

In his 23-minute “discussion” of Donald Trump, 
John Oliver gave a shout-out for drag-dresser Ru-
Paul to run for president. #MakeAmericaFierce 
Again. The entire episode is here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xecEV4dSAXE   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xecEV4dSAXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xecEV4dSAXE
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


