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PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

 

Flaunt your rainbows and march with 
PFLAGers in the annual La De Da parade.  

 
Information on p. 7. 

 
Save the afternoon of August 4 for the annual 
PFLAG picnic at the Toledo Waterfront Park.  

 
Information on p. 7. 

 
 

Congratulations to Winter Estabrook and 
Waverly Sudborough for winning the 2018 

OCC PFLAG scholarships. Each one pays a sti-
pend for post-secondary education to honor 
and encourage Lincoln County resident stu-

dents in serving the LGBTQ community.  
 

Their essays are on pp. 2 and 5. 

 

Take Action 
 
 

“It only took one year for Ineka Estabrook to get this 
fixed!!” That was Jeanne St. John’s PFLAG Facebook post about 
the Czech Republic becoming the first post-communist coun-
try to legalize same-sex marriage. OCC PFLAG lost its former 
chair—now consultant—Ineka to Europe a year ago. 

Prime Minister Andrej Babis  supports the bill that has 
been signed by 46 parliamentary deputies. Sixteen other Euro-
pean Union countries have full marriage equality, but the 
Czech Republic would be the fist former soviet country to fol-
low suit.  

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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Winter Estabrook—Scholarship Winner 

Newport High graduate 
Winter Estabrook, long-time 
GSA member and leader and 
now a student in the School 
of Law at Aberdeen Univer-
sity (Scotland) received 
$500 to continue her educa-
tion. 
 
 
 
Winter’s winning essay: 
 

I graduated from Newport High School in the class of 2017. During my time at NHS, I 
was an active member of the NHS GSA and PFLAG. I continue to be involved in Oregon 
Central Coast PFLAG when I return to the area. I was the secretary of the NHS GSA and 
helped organize such activities as the annual Upstanders’ Week, helped advocate for 
gender neutral bathrooms on campus, and many other aspects of improving student 
life for LGBT students. I also took part in a number of PFLAG panel presentations, 
Trans 101 and LGBT 101.  
 
During my time in high school, I went on exchange to Tezukayama Izumigaoka High 
School in Sakai, Osaka Prefecture, Japan. During this time, I was out as LGBT despite 
the lack of acceptance in the culture and educated a number of people on LGBT inclu-
sion and advocacy. I identify as nonbinary and queer. 
 
Since starting university at the University of Aberdeen, I have become involved in the 
Aberdeen University Student’s Association (AUSA), the union representing the school. 
This is a constituency of the National Union of Students (NUS). I am elected to the wel-
fare committee and have been re-elected for the 2018-19 school year. In this position, I 
am able to advocate for the improvement of student welfare, specifically in regards to 
marginalized groups such as gender and sexual minorities.  
 
My most proud achievement in this role would be re-writing AUSA’s policy on abortion 
to reflect current statistics as well as to be more inclusive of immigrants and sexual 
and gender minorities. I have also travelled to Manchester as an AUSA delegate for the 
NUS Trans Conference, where I advocated for trans people in my university and union 
policies that would benefit us.  
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Politics on Our Side 
Arizona: The state Court of Appeals upheld a 
Phoenix ordinance prohibiting discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity, citing the Supreme Court’s recent 
decision in Masterpiece Cakeshop. The three-
judge panel wrote: “[A]llowing a vendor who 
provides goods and services for marriages 
and weddings to refuse similar services for 
gay persons would result in 'a community-
wide stigma inconsistent with the history and 
dynamics of civil rights laws that ensure 
equal access to goods, services and public 
accommodations.'” They added that the law 
“regulates conduct, not speech.” 
 
Connecticut: Transgender prisoners are now 
housed in a facility with others of their gen-
der and to be searched by an officer of their 
gender, issued clothing appropriate for their 
gender, and addressed with correct names 
and pronouns. In this first state law recogniz-
ing these rights, Connecticut also establishes 
protections from violence and permits 
transgender prisoners the right to continue 
their hormone replacement therapy in pris-
on. The U.S. has 3,200 transgender prisoners.  
 
Hawaii: The 12th state has banned  “ex-gay” 
conversion therapy on minors. 
 
New Jersey: Lawmakers passed two laws 
guaranteeing that birth and death certificates 
accurately reflect gender identity without the 
current requirement of gender-affirmation 
surgery. Gender can also be undesignated or 
nonbinary. 
 
Pennsylvania: Using Title IX, the 3rd Circuit 
Court ruled in favor of Boyertown Area 
School District’s policy that allows 
transgender students to access facilities 
matching their gender identity defeating the 
religious Alliance Defending Freedom that 
sued the district on the basis of “sexual har-
assment.” A cisgender student had com-

plained about “embarrassment” at being in 
the locker room with the transgender stu-
dent when he was changing.  
 
Utah: The Fourth of July Freedom Parade in 
Provo, privately organized but taxpayer sub-
sidized with $300,000 with a nondiscrimina-
tion clause including sexual orientation, told 
five LGBTQ groups that they could not partic-
ipate because “sexual preference is a private 
matter.” Members of the city council and the 
county commission disagreed. “You are part 
of this. We love you,” said Utah County Com-
missioner Nathan Ivie. After the county 
looked at pulling the funding, the organizer 
agreed to a single entry and float in the pa-
rade for all five groups. The Freedom Festival 
offered to fund the LGBTQ float, built by vet-
erans. PFLAG and Provo Pride will march 
with a quilt representing family diversity.   
 
United States:  Evidently tired of cake, the 
U.S. Supreme Court turned down an Oregon 
Supreme Court ruling against bakery owners 
who had refused to make a wedding cake for 
a lesbian couple. The high court turned back 
another case to the lower court that had 
ruled a florist couldn’t refuse to provide flow-
ers for a gay couple’s wedding because she 
opposed marriage equality. The Washington 
state Supreme Court had written that public 
accommodation laws do more than guaran-
tee access to goods and services: 
 
“Instead, they serve a broader societal pur-
pose: eradicating barriers to the equal treat-
ment of all citizens in the commercial mar-
ketplace. Were we to carve out a patchwork 
of exceptions for ostensibly justified discrimi-
nation, that purpose would be fatally under-
mined.” 
 
Canada: ‘We were wrong. We apologize. I am 
sorry. We are sorry.’ — Justin Trudeau’s 
apology to the Canadian LGBTQ+ community   
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PFLAG Chair Jeanne 
St.John (right) presents 
Kindness Project materials 
to Yaquina View principal 
Kristin Becker.  This K-2 
school has focused on kind-
ness as a value this year 
and been active partici-
pants in the national Kind-
ness Project.  PFLAG OCC 
also donated Heather Has 
Two Mommies to the school 
library to support the 
school’s efforts to have ma-
terials representing many 
types of families, including 
those with two moms or two dads. 

PFLAG Supports Kindness Program  
at Yaquina View K-2 School Students 

News Bits 
 

Coffee company Starbucks 
is expanding its health care for 
transgender employees beyond 
gender surgeries to coverage for 
more transgender-specific 
needs that others might consid-
er only cosmetic. They used 
guidance from the World Pro-
fessional Association for 
Transgender Health (WPATH) 
for the new policies. 

 
Bermuda: The country’s 

supreme court has struck down 
a ban on marriage equality—
twice—after Parliament passed 
a law preventing same-gender 
couples from marrying. Bermu-
da was the first country in the 
world to ban marriage equality. 
A justice ruled that the ban vio-
lated the Bermuda constitu-
tion’s “right to freedom of con-
science and creed.” 

 
Google provided a rainbow-

colored spread sheet for June, 
available by writing “pride,” one 
letter per cell, in the first row. 
Then hide that row when you 
use the spreadsheet.  

 
 
Right: Post on the PFLAG 

Facebook from Ryan Scott, pas-
tor at Toledo’s Trinity United 
Methodist Church: “I was glad to 
represent Toledo and the Cen-
tral Oregon Coast at Pride in 
Boise Idaho!  Boise Pride Parade 
with over 100 United Method-
ists.” Scott’s sermon on how 
shame is toxic: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mwwihdYW-m8   
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A student at Oregon Coast Community College, Waverly 
plans to start a GSA at the school She received a $1,000 
award. 
 
Waverly’s winning essay: 
 
When I moved from San Diego to the Oregon coast, I was 
shocked by the huge differences in the culture for LGBTQ 
community. It was alien, a whole new world to me. In 
San Diego, coming out as gay wasn’t a problem in a big 
city, and I had honestly forgotten that it was such an is-
sue for the rest of the country. There was so little fanfare 
when I came out, so I ignorantly assumed that it was like 
that for everyone else. Moving to a small town shocked 
me out of that viewpoint. I had known that homophobia 
existed, but I had never had to personally deal with it.  

 
It didn’t help that I had moved away from my support group of LGBTQ friends down in Califor-
nia, many of whom I had met at my high school’s Gay Straight Alliance club. I had graduated 
high school at this point, and felt very isolated from people my age, especially  LGBTQ peers. I 
was blindsided by the realization that the college I’d chosen to go to had no GSA- it had fizzled 
out after lack of visibility after multiple attempts to restart it over the years. There was notice-
able avoidance of even the topic of LGBTQ people. I talked to older lesbian at a PFLAG meeting 
that coastal Oregon was still deeply closeted- especially after the political climate of the recent 
election. In light of the suddenly visible support for candidates like Trump and Pence, many 
members of the community here either moved or fell silent out of fear. 
  
Newport has adopted the outdated policy of “don’t ask, don’t tell” as if we were all still stuck in 
the 1990s. When I went to speak with a staff member at my community college about starting a 
GSA, she waited until the room was empty, and asked me if I wanted to close the door before I 
said anything too revealing about myself or my identity. At first I was puzzled as to why I 
would ever do that—my parents, while not always understanding of my identity, still loved and 
supported me. I wasn’t closeted, and had been comfortably out for years. I didn’t understand 
what she was worried about until she gave me list of staff members who were “okay” with 
LGBTQ topics—implying that the others weren’t. She even gave me a written warning of a fac-
ulty member who was near our meeting room; writing it down to not alert them and therefore 
put me in danger.  
 
I won’t lie. I was terrified in a way I had never felt before. I don’t think I’ll ever forget that first 
shock when I realized what she was talking about. I realized in that moment that this is a prob-
lem that really needs to be fixed, and now. I’m going to get the GSA at my college up and run-
ning, and stop letting this issue be swept under the rug. I’ll be honest, becoming the president 
of the GSA is a responsibility I never could’ve anticipated. The extent of activism that I’d ever 
done before was helping my friend campaign for gender neutral bathrooms at our high school 
(Point Loma High School) in California. That being said, I’m not going to let a lack of experience 
stop me from doing what’s right. Everyone deserves a space where they feel safe and accepted. 

Waverly Sudborough—Scholarship Winner 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Over three million people attended São Paulo Pride 
2018 in the capital of Brazil in what may be the big-
gest LGBTQ pride parade in the world. The theme, 
“Elections: Power for the LGBTI+ Our Vote, Our 
Voice,” was timely in the midst of elections where 
President Michel Temer is widely disliked.  

 
 
 
 
Pride was celebrated on Antarctica at McMurdo 
Station, 850 miles from the South Pole.  Ten of 
the 133 employees staying for the winter identify 
as LGBTQ. The event included gay bar night, 
movie night, and a small parade around the main 
building.  

Residents and businesses in the town of Sey-
ðisfjörður (Iceland) with a population of 665 cele-
brated LGBTQ residents by painting a brick path.  

 
 

Maura shows off her sunbeam snake, Vespira, calling it 
her “gorgeous pride snake.”  

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) an-
nounced at NYC Pride that his daughter is engaged. 
Alison Schumer is an executive at Facebook, and Eliza-
beth Weiland is an MBA student. 
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 

July 4, 11:00 am: La De Da Parade—Yachats Commons 
Shelter  

July 10, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Wel-
come!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

August 4, 3:00-5:00 pm: PFLAG Picnic—Toledo Wa-
terfront Park 

Oct. 5: GSA Fall Conference  

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a 
financial need for medical aid, housing, transporta-
tion, or food can apply. The maximum grant is 
$250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from oth-
er LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG 
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application. 

Media Matters:  
 
In its fourth season, Supergirl intro-
duces a transgender female character, 
Nia Nal. The casting call asks for 
“transgender woman, early 20s, open 
ethnicity.” The CW program already 
has lesbian Alex, Supergirl’s adopted 
sister. 

 
Last fall, Apple added 
hundreds of new 
emoji, including these 
gender-neutral char-
acters in diverse ages 
and colors for iPhone 
and iPad with iOS 
11.1. And don’t forget 
its wild collection of 
rainbows hearts.  
 

PFLAG News 
 

Bring your rainbows and join PFLAG 
for the annual July 4 parade in Yachats. 
Meet at the Commons shelter at 11:00 am. 

 
OCC PFLAG will not have regular 

meetings in July and August, but the fun 
annual picnic is scheduled for August 4 at 
the Toledo Waterfront Park. Just bring 
sunglasses and sunscreen; food and bev-
erages will be provided.  

 
 

News: A study published in the journal 
Intelligence found a correlation between 
cognitive ability and anti-LGBTQ attitudes. 
Homophobic individuals scored worse on a 
battery of tests, especially in verbal ability, 
even when demographic variables were 

controlled for. Researchers suggest that 
education is a way of “counteracting preju-
dice towards same-sex couples and LGBT 
people.” 
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


