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OCCPRIDE/ 

PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

 

Women’s March—Resist & Persist 
 

January 20, 2018—11:30 am 
 

Newport City Hall 

 

[See p. 4] 

 

Take Action 
 

The new year celebrates the new LGBTQ youth homeless 
residence—the Bea Arthur Residence—in the East Village of 
New York City. Arthur had donated $300,000 to the shelter for 
young people abandoned by their families because of their 
sexual orientation and gender identity.  

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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Australia Legalizes Marriage 
Australia has become the 25th nation to legalize marriage equality. Another change in the law 

is that marriages are no longer required to begin with the reading 
of a sentence that same-gender couples cannot get married, a man-
date that became law in 1961. Here are some memorable events 
connected to the law.  
 
Drag queen and artist Maude Boate, aka Michael Gates, is enrolled 
in a course to become a certified marriage celebrant and plans to 
set up a bridal business empire from wedding gowns to the finish of 
the reception.  

 
Cas Willow, 53, and Heather Richards, 56, (left) received a 
waiver to void the regular one-month waiting period for 
marriage because Willow is dying of brain cancer, They have 
been together for 17 years.  
 
Anne Sedgwick and Lyn Hawkins, together for 40 years, were 
the third same-gender couple to be married after receiving a 
waiver because Hawkins, 85, (below left) is in the final stag-
es of ovarian cancer.  

 

During the final debate leading up to the passage of marriage equali-
ty, Tim Wilson, 37, first talked about the struggles he and his part-
ner, Ryan Bolger, had as a gay couple before he turned to the gallery 
to his partner and said, “Ryan Patrick Bolger, will you marry me?” 
Wilson was the first 
member of Parliament 
to ever propose in the 
Australian Senate. 
 
 

 

 

OSU Librarian Wins Prestigious Award 
 

Natalia Ferna ndez, curator and archivist of the Oregon Multicultural 
Archives and OSU Queer Archives at Oregon State University in Corval-
lis (OR) is one of ten winners of the 2017 I Love My Librarian Award 
administered by the American Library Association. The first Oregon 
librarian to receive this award, she preserves and shares the histories 
of the LGBTQ community members in Oregon and the Pacific North-
west, for example working with undergraduate students to gather oral 
histories for the OSU Queer Archives by interviewing local residents. 
ilovelibraries.org/ilovemylibrarian  
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Politics on Our Side 
Atlanta: Kelvin Cochran lost his discrimina-
tion case after the city fired him as fire chief. 
While at work, he passed out an anti-LGBTQ 
book that he self-published, Who Told You 
That You Were Naked, that condemns gay 
people as sinful and cursed and likens homo-
sexuality to pederasty and bestiality. Mayor 
Kasim Reed said that Cochran violated a city 
policy that prohibits bias. Reed added that all 
employees feel safe in keeping with city poli-
cy about discrimination. 
 

New York City: No one can charge for con-
version therapy meant to change the sexual 
orientation or gender identity for LGBTQ 
people, including adults. 
 

Philadelphia: Almost ten years ago, Mark 
Seaman dropped a kiss on the top of his male 
partner’s head as their taxi left the airport. 
The cab driver said, “You cannot do that in 
here” and threw them out. The city’s Com-
mission on Human Relations has ruled that 
PHL Taxi violated the city’s non-
discrimination law and ordered the company 
to pay Seaman $500. The driver remains a 
certified cabbie in Philly.  
 

California: As people wait for the Supreme 
Court to decide whether bakers can discrimi-
nate against LGBTQ people because they 
claim to be artists, Tastries Bakery in Bakers-
field is being sued because they refused to 
serve LGBTQ people for five years. A Febru-
ary 2 hearing could determine whether Cathy 
Miller will make wedding cakes for same-
gender couples or stop making them at all. 
 

[Not everyone is opposed to making wedding 
cakes for same-gender people. Cake and Loaf 
Bakery in Hamilton, Ontario, provided this 
creation for Chris Farias to celebrate his 
year’s engagement anniversary to Jared. 
Baker Quinn Pallister said she wanted to 
make something special because she has two 
mothers.] 

Vermont: The state’s Supreme Court has 
ruled in favor of Sarah Sinnott after her ex-
partner tried to block Sinnott’s relationship 
with the daughter that they raised together 
during their seven-year lesbian partnership. 
Although Jennifer Peck was the sole adoptive 
parent because the agency had refused same-
sex adoptions, the two women continued to 
jointly parent for three years before Peck 
stopped allowing the daughter to see Sinnott. 
The court wrote that limiting parental status 
to those with claims based on biology, adop-
tion, or marriage would have “dire conse-
quences” for a number of children. 
 
United States: Four federal courts refused to 
permit Donald Trump’s ban on transgender 
soldiers and enlisting transgender recruits on 
January 1. The decisions have been support-
ed by the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals and the 
Appeals Court for the District of Columbia. 
Trump gave the military until March 2018 to 
prohibit all transgender people in the mili-
tary.  His memo also halted the use of govern-
ment funds for sex-reassignment surgery for 
active-duty personnel. The issues may end up 
in the Supreme Court. 
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January 21, 2017, the 
first women’s march after 
the inauguration of Donald 
Trump, brought almost 
1,700 people in Newport to 
protest. This year’s call to 
action on January 20, 2018, 
is in coordination with oth-
er Women’s Marches.  

Rep. Elijah Cummings 
(D-MD) said, “This is a fight 
for the soul of democracy.” 
Everyone is invited to pro-
test policies that take poli-
cies from the people in the 
United States of America 
and protect women, chil-

dren, workers, the environment, LGBTQ people, minorities, 
and all others who are threatened by the current govern-
ment.  

Organizers of the event are members from PFLAG, 
NOW, the Diversity Committee of Lincoln County, and the 
Lincoln County Central Democratic Party.   

 
[Above: Jeanne St.John, PFLAG chair, in the shirt she 

plans to wear at the march on January 20, 2018, that begins 
at the Newport City Hall (11:30 am). Below: Part of the 
crowd from the January 21, 2017, Women’s March in New-
port.] 

 

Women’s March—Resist & Persist Moving Forward News 
 

Water Valley, a town of little 
more than 3,000 in Mississippi, 
now has an LGBTQ bookstore, 
thanks to University of Mississippi 
English professor Jaime Harker. 
Violet Valley Bookstore is also the 
only LGBTQ bookstore in the en-
tire state. Huge retail outlets such 
as Barnes & Noble & Amazon have 
closed almost 200 feminist and 
queer bookstores, leaving only ten 
in the nation, but Harker operates 
her non-profit business with vol-
unteer help and has received thou-
sands of books from donors.  

 
 

Moogfest, a music festival 
launched in Durham (NC) in 2004 
and named after electronic music 
pioneer Robert Moog, will put 
trans and gender-nonbinary per-
formers at the top of its lineup this 
year. Artists on May 17 to 20, 
2018, will include Fatima Al Qa-
diri, Stud1nt, Midori Takada and 
LCD Soundsystem’s Gavin Rayna 
Russom, as well as DJs Honey 
Dijon and Ellen Allien and key-
note speaker Chelsea Manning.  

 
Seven transgender people, 

ages 14 to 23, formed the cast of 
“Queer Survival Quest” in Port 
Townsend (WA) to perform a pub-
lic interactive theater showing 
their challenges and themselves as 
happy people living complex lives. 
The audience was invited to par-
ticipate in the performance’s goal 
to engage the community in mak-
ing concrete policy changes re-
garding a community justice issue. 

 The term for the event is 
“legislative theater” because the 
intended audience includes legis-
lators and other decision-makers 
and highlights actual scenarios of 
injustice. Only two groups use this 
style of theater, the one in Port 
Townsend Mandala Center for 
Change and another group in New 
York City.     
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United States: The U.S. Supreme Court heard Masterpiece Cakeshop Ltd. v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Division on December 5. The case will determine whether discrimination will become the law 
of the land. The result will probably not be released until June 2018, but information about the 
arguments is available at this link. https://nelsnewday.wordpress.com/2017/12/05/has-the-
supreme-court-ever-given-protection-to-food/   
 
 

Australia: A court has ruled that transgender 
teenagers do not need court permission to 
begin undergoing hormone therapy when their 
parents give consent. Australia had been the 
only country requiring a court appearance.   
 
 

Austria: Marriage equality may be legalized 
because of the nation’s supreme court ruling that the 2009 law permitting “registered partner-
ships” but not marriage spells discrimination.  The ban on same-gender marriage ends at the 
beginning of 2019 unless the parliament sets an earlier date.  
 
 

Botswana: A transgender man has won a 10-year battle to be legally recognized as male in a 
ruling that could boost minority rights in the conservative nation. The High Court ordered the 
government to change the gender marker on the man’s identity card from female to male to 
respect his constitutional rights. 
 
 

England: Members of Parliament have petitioned the government to deny anti-LGBTQ hate 
preacher Franklin Graham into the country for an appearance at a British evangelical gather-
ing, Lancashire Festival of Hope, next September. In the past, white supremacist leader, Pastor 
Steven Anderson, and Westboro Baptist Church leaders Fred Phelps and Shirley Phelps-Roper 
have been banned.  
 

 
London: An appeals court overturned a ruling that a transgender woman could write to her 
children, aged between three and 13 years old, only four times a year. A member of the North 
Manchester Haredi Ultra-Orthodox Jewish community, she was shunned when she divorced 
her wife and began transitioning in 2015. The court sent the decision back to the High Court. 
The three judges in the appeals court wrote, “Even secluded religious communities within soci-
ety are not above the law of the land.”   
 

 
Ghana: Nana Akufo-Addo, president since January, said that the country will be legalizing ho-
mosexuality in time. “Like elsewhere in the world, the activity of individuals and groups [can 
make it happen],” he explained. 
 
 

Philippines: President Rodrigo Duterte has reversed his opposition to marriage equality and 
is now for [same] sex marriage if that is the trend of the modern times.” He also pledges to pro-
tect LGBTQ rights.  

Good News in Politics Continues 
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People Who Make a Difference 
 

After being constantly bullied for over two years, 16-year-old Natalie 
Hampton moved to a new school, and the one girl who spoke to her 
turned her life around. Hampton became an activist and created Sit with 
Us, the phone-based anti-bullying app that helps kids find a welcoming 
place to eat in their school cafeteria. Young people can sign up as am-
bassadors with the club and post open lunches for others who want to 
find a table and make new friends. Hampton knows that inviting a lone-
ly person to sit with her at school lunch could make all the difference. 
She has made a Ted Talk about her experiences. More here:  https://
www.psychologytoday.com/blog/happiness-and-the-pursuit-
leadership/201711/meet-the-teen-who-discovered-the-secret-social 
and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh7XFCysTr4    

 

Derek Easterling, the Republican mayor of 
Kennesaw, GA, helped raise $250,000 for Alz-
heimer’s patients by impersonating Christina 
Aguilera. Since his October performance, criti-
cized by some conservatives, he led the city 
council in a decision to remove the name of 
former mayor and council member Leonard 
Church from five city plaques and take down 
Church’s photo from a place of honor. Church 

had pleaded guilty to child molestation in 2015 and is serving an 18-year sentence.   
 
Hunter Schafer, the 18-year-old transgender UNC School of the Arts 
graduate who sued lawmakers over North Carolina’s “potty police” 
House Bill 2 and its replacement, has been nominated as one of Teen 
Vogue’s 21 “Girls and Femmes Changing the World” younger than 21. 
Her interview with guest editor Hillary Clinton appeared in the maga-
zine on December 5. Postponing college, Schafer moved to New York to 
work for Elite Model Management, modeling for Helmut Lang, Versus 
Versace, Gucci and Converse.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
After York High School (Maine) failed to stop 14
-year-old Garrett McCann from being bullied, 
over 200 classmates from the population of 
700 students began a rally to support McCann 
and all LGBTQ students.  Interim Superinten-
dent Mark McQuillan plans to update the 
school’s policy on bullying  
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/happiness-and-the-pursuit-leadership/201711/meet-the-teen-who-discovered-the-secret-social
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/happiness-and-the-pursuit-leadership/201711/meet-the-teen-who-discovered-the-secret-social
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/happiness-and-the-pursuit-leadership/201711/meet-the-teen-who-discovered-the-secret-social
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh7XFCysTr4
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 

January 8, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Wel-
come!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

January 10, 6:00-8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting—Annual 
Meeting & Planning Session—St.  Stephen's, 9th & Hur-
bert, Newport 

January 20, 11:30 am: Resist & Persist: Women's 
March—Newport City Hall 

January 22-26: Kindness Week  

January 28, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  

February 7, 6:00 pm: “Talking about Dying”—
Samaritan Center for Health Building, 750 SW 9th St., 
Newport  

February 10, 2:00-4:00 pm: Annual Love is Love Com-
munity Valentine Party—Oregon College Community 
College 

April 23-27: Upstander Week 

April 27: Day of Silence 
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a 
financial need for medical aid, housing, transporta-
tion, or food can apply. The maximum grant is 
$250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from oth-
er LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG 
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application. 

Media Matters:  
 

For your film watching: BuzzFeed describes 27 feel-good LGBTQ movies, and comments include more 
titles. https://www.buzzfeed.com/hattiesoykan/lgbt-movies-with-happy-endings?
utm_term=.nv2pvYWKl#.mxkMqpB9w   
 

Two new books (comments from the authors): Eric Rosswood, The Ultimate Guide for Gay Dads – pa-
rental leave in adoption and surrogacy; birth certificate issues; finding LGBT-friendly pediatricians and 
schools, conversations that gay dads have with their kids that straight parents don't typically have with 
theirs, etc. 
  
Tim Clausen,  Not the Son He Expected: Gay Men Talk Candidly About Their Relationship With Their 
Father - How and when to best come out to one's father, how to deal with non-accepting fathers and fami-
lies, how to practice healthy self-care, and how to be a loving and supportive dad; eighty interviews with 
gay men; including a Commander in the US Navy, a well-known gay porn film director, a former Catholic 
priest, an Army Captain booed at the 2011 Republican primary debate while asking a question about same-
sex marriage, and a man whose father through gender reassignment surgery has now become his second 
mother, a New Yorker who underwent years of reparative therapy and is today the foremost advocate for 
banning the practice. 

 

More News 
 
A vaccine to treat all strains of HIV 

has moved on to large scale human effi-
cacy testing. Ten years in the making, 
the vaccine has shown 100 percent im-
mune response in 350 healthy volun-
teers in early stage clinical studies.  The 
new large-scale study (HVTN705/
HPX2008), also known as “Imbokodo,” 
will evaluate whether the vaccine is safe 
and able to reduce the incidence of HIV 
infection among 2,600 HIV-negative 
women in sub-Saharan Africa.  

Another study, HVTN 702, is under 
way in South Africa to evaluate a differ-
ent vaccine candidate.  

 
The Human Rights Campaign has 

suspended Walmart’s Corporate Equali-
ty Index after the company failed to en-
force its policies, leaving LGBTQ em-
ployees subject to severe and pervasive 
harassment and discrimination.  

The suspension came after EEOC 
ruled in favor of two transgender wom-
en, Jessica Shyne Robison and Charlene 
Bost, who won cases against Walmart 
for discrimination and hostile work en-
vironment. The cases will now be litigat-
ed in federal court.  



8 

Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


