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OCCPRIDE/ 

PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

Despite the constant attacks against the Q 
community by the federal administration, 
academic studies and groups as well as many 
courts, state legislatures, and state officials 
continue to fight with the general culture 
that supports the rights of Q people.  
 

Be Encouraged!  

 

Reminder: The OCCC newsletter will now use the term “Q” 
for sexual minorities instead of LGBTQ. The former term 
may still be used in quotations. 
 

Take Action 
- 

 
Karen Pence teaches at a school that bans Q students, faculty, 
employees, and parents. Tell the Second Lady that we expect 
our country’s leaders to not endorse discrimination. 
https://petitions.moveon.org/sign/karen-pence-dont-support     
 
 Join the almost 140,000 people who have signed a Truth Wins 
Out petition, asking Google to remove an “ex-gay” app from 
Google. The product from Texas-based Living Hope Ministries 
teaches children as young as 11 and 12 years old to “pray 
away the gay.” Although Apple, Microsoft, and Amazon have 
removed the app, Google has stayed silent, despite its claim 
that it supports diversity. https://www.change.org/p/demand
-google-stop-peddling-dangerous-pray-away-the-gay-app-
targeting-lgbt-youth   
 
Protesting pays: Pastor Justin Hoke left the Trinity Bible Pres-
byterian Church in Weed (CA) after all but one couple said 
that they would leave the church if he stayed. Hoke had posted 
the following sign outside the church:  “Bruce Jenner is still a 
man. Homosexuality is still a sin. The culture may change. The 
Bible does not.” 

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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Breaking Good News for U.S. Q Couples 
After almost 50 years, Jack Baker and Michael McConnell 

(left) are finally legally married in the eyes of Social Security. They 
had successfully obtained a marriage license in Minnesota because 
the clerk didn’t realize it was for two men, and the state didn’t re-
quest that the marriage be dissolved. It just pretended it wasn’t 
valid. On September 18, 2018, a district court in Minnesota de-
clared their marriage “in all respects valid.”  

Overturning a State Department decision, a federal judge 
has ruled that Aiden and Ethan Dvash-Banks, twin boys born to 

a surrogate mother for a gay couple, have the same rights as U.S. citizens. One egg donor is a 
U.S. citizen, the other an Israeli. They married in Canada in 2017 and applied for U.S. passports 
for the twins when they tried to move to the U.S. Immigration officials refused to recognize 
that the U.S. citizen was the legal father of both children and demanded a DNA test for the 
twins’ citizenship. The U.S. consulate in Toronto permitted citizenship for only the twin biolog-
ically related to the U.S. citizen and required him to sponsor the boy as his “step-son” although 
the birth certificate listed him as the boy’s father.  

The two men sued on the basis for recogni-
tion of their marital status, and the judge ruled that 
federal law “does not require a person born during 
their parents’ marriage to demonstrate a biological 
relationship with both of their married parents.” He 
cited two court cases which clearly state the word 
“parents” is not limited to biological parents,” 
meaning that the twins will be allowed to stay to-
gether and with their married parents.  

 
Brady Grumpelt bought the Canadian web address for the coun-
try’s Islamophobic group, the Wolves of Odin, and made it a gay 
site for furries, people attracted to others wearing animal mascot 
costumes or drawings of anthropomorphized creatures (anthros). 
Grumpelt featured images of male wolves to mock the far-right 
group.  
 

This rare cardinal, both female and male, now has a boy-
friend. The bright red plumage on the right side shows the 
male side. Most gynandromorphs are infertile, but the pho-
tographer hopes that this bird might be different because 
only the left ovary in birds are functional.  

 

King penguins Thelma and Louise, who fos-
tered an egg together two years ago, laid an egg 
in late December. The pair living in Auckland, 
New Zealand have been together for over eight 
years, and they are about 25 years old, much 
older than the average life span for the birds of 
15 to 20 years. Unfortunately, the egg was not 
fertilized, but the zoo gave them another chick 
to foster.    
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Politics on Our Side 
An excellent website that tracks all cur-
rent Q bills in the United States. https://
www.freedomforallamericans.org/2019-
legislative-tracker/ 
 
Nashville (TN): Mayor David Briley signed 
an executive order allowing businesses in 
“Music City, U.S.A.” to register as being Q-
owned, making them eligible for resources 
furthering minority- and women-led compa-
nies in programs financially partnering with 
the city government. Briley said, “It’s my job 
as mayor to make sure that everyone in our 
city, regardless of who they are or where 
they come from, has equal access to econom-
ic opportunities.” Baltimore, Hoboken (NJ), 
and Jersey City have similar policies, but 
Nashville’s order is the first in the South. 
Tennessee is attempting laws to prevent non-
discrimination ordinances in local municipal-
ities and prevention of marriage equality.  
 

Arizona:  New Superintendent of Public In-
struction, Kathy Hoffman, is calling on a re-
peal of the state’s ban on teaching about ho-
mosexuality. Hoffman wants “an inclusive 
environment that supports children from all 
backgrounds,” including those who come 
from LGBTQ families. She said that repealing 
the law could help reduce discrimination and 
bullying for these students. State Sen. Martin 
Quezada has introduced a bill for the repeal.  
 

California: The National Guard won’t dis-
charge soldiers for being transgender.  
 

Kansas: At least 55 lawmakers are co-
sponsoring bills to outlaw discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation, gender identi-
ty, or gender expression in housing and em-
ployment. A House bill authored by Reps. Su-
san Ruiz (D-Lenexa) and Brandon Woodard 
(D-Shawnee) already has 36 co-sponsors, 
and the Senate version has 18 co-sponsors. 
The bill is still in committee.  

New Jersey: Public schools will be required 
to teach Q history starting in the 2020-2021 
school year. It is the second state with man-
datory lessons about the political, economic 
and social contributions of Q people.  
 

South Dakota: State legislators have killed 
their fourth anti-transgender bill. This one 
would have required high school athletes to 
only compete against members of the gender 
on their original birth certificates.  
 

Tennessee: State Attorney General Herbert 
Slatery issued an opinion that a person tar-
geting a transgender person because of his or 
her gender is committing a hate crime. That 
opinion makes Tennessee the first state in 
the South to have a law about attacking 
transgender people being a hate crime.  
 

United 
States: A fed-
eral court in 
Colorado 
ruled that the 
State Depart-
ment must 
issue a non-
binary passport for Dana Zzyym for the pur-
pose of accuracy. Zzyym, an intersex Navy 
veteran, will have the first non-binary pass-
port designation. 
 

United States: Openly gay U.S. ambassador 
to Germany, Richard Grenell, will lead the 
new global campaign to end the criminaliza-
tion of Q people. He said that Donald Trump, 
VP Mike Pence, and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo were on board with the program, 
but in a press conference, Donald Trump said 
he had no idea about his “push to decriminal-
ize homosexuality around the world.” 
 

United States: NASA has stopped trying to 
waive sanctions for homophobic Dmitry 
Rogozin to allow him to visit the U.S. 
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The 50th anniversary of the Stonewall victory for Q 
rights is only a few months away, but January was the 61st 
anniversary of the first Q win in the U.S. Supreme Court. The 
U.S. postal service had tried to ban as obscene one of the 
earliest gay publications in the U.S., ONE: The Homosexual 
Magazine. But the Supreme Court issued a one-sentence rul-
ing on January 13, 1958 against the USPO that overturned 
the lower ruling from the 9th Circuit Court.  

The statement cited Roth v. United States in which Jus-
tice William J. Brennan had written, "All ideas having even 
the slightest redeeming social importance—unorthodox ide-
as, controversial ideas, even ideas hateful to the prevailing 
climate of opinion—have the full protection of the guaran-
ties [of the 1st Amendment]. Sex and obscenity are not syn-
onymous.”  

The magazine published by the Mattachine Society, like 
other Q publications, was looked upon as encouraging crimi-
nal activity because Q actions were illegal. In the court case 
starting in 1953, a judge cited evidence of obscenity—a sto-
ry about a woman having an affair with her college room-
mate and deciding to live with her rather than marry her 
boyfriend.  

Several lower courts had permitted literature advocat-
ing nudism and polygamy, leading to the argument that the 
courts discriminated only against homosexuality in deter-
mining ONE to be obscene. Eric Julber, who represented the 
magazine's editor pro bono, is 90 and lives with his wife in 
Carmel (CA).    

 

Over two-thirds of the $25 cost of Arizona “In God 
We Trust” license plates goes to the Christian anti-Q 
hate group Alliance Defending Freedom. 

1958—The First Q Win in SCOTUS News Bits 
 

A new parenting study from 
Canada shows that gay fathers 
take a more active role in rais-
ing children than heterosexual 
fathers and are able to give new 
models of paternity and masculini-
ty.  

Last year’s Italian study had 
the same findings with the conclu-
sion that “children with same-
sex parents fare well both in 
terms of psychological adjustment 
and prosocial behavior.” 

 
Children as young as three 

years old may realize they are 
transgender, according to a new 
study of over 250 children ages 3 
to 12.  

Over three years, researchers 
found that the more that young 
children’s gender behavior differs 
from their birth gender, the more 
likely they are to socially transi-
tion. Even if children do not live as 
another gender, they still feel the 
non-cisgender identity.  

 
The 64,000-member Interna-

tional Code Council has approved 
a change to restroom standards 
recommended by the American 
Institute of Architects and the Na-
tional Center for Transgender 
Equality that will require all single 
stall restrooms to indicate they are 
available for all users.  

A second approved pro-
posal is for multi-stall gender-
neutral facilities with private stalls 
for each toilet and shared sink are-
as. An architect said that he’s 
“become increasingly aware that 
the ‘default user’ of architecture is 
basically a white, able-bodied, cis-
gendered male.” 
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In an attempt to block same-gender 
marriages, seven Kansas GOP legislators 
declared that all Q rights should be elimi-
nated, purporting that being Q is “a religion 
that does not fulfill any compelling state 
interest.” (Sort of negates the claim to 
“freedom of religion” but no one has ac-
cused all anti-Q people of being logical.) 
Their proof is that the organized Q commu-
nity has religious symbols (a rainbow flag) 
and a creed (love is love).  

The gang of seven lost one of its members when Rep. Ron Highland’s daughter, Christel 
Highland, posted a letter to him on her FB page, describing herself as “a proud member of Kan-
sas City’s LGBTQ+ community, a Mother, a Partner to the love of my life, an Artist active in my 
creative community, and a hard-working Businessperson.” She took that route because he 
wouldn’t answer her personal letters to him. Part of the letter read: 

“Your God did not elect you — living, breathing human beings did. Further isolating the 
marginalized among the population you serve is far from your duty. Hate has no place in public 
policy. I respectfully request an apology on behalf of my family and beloved friends that this 
cruel attempt at legislation impacts—viable or not—and I beg that you show yourself to be the 
honorable man I’ve always known you to be. Ultimately, what is right can never be something 
that hurts another. You taught me that.” 

Ron Highland apologized and withdrew his support. Kansas legalized marriage equality 
in 2015. 

 
A feel-good story from last 

month: A lesbian couple won the con-
test to marry atop the Empire State 
Building on Valentine’s Day. Fabiana 
Faria and Helena Barquet [left] own a 
home design store on the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan called Coming Soon. 
Faria grew up in Venezuela, and Bar-
quet comes from New York City. After 
dating for seven years, Faria proposed 
to Barquet at New York's famed Plaza 
Hotel; both women are architecture 
fans and have long idealized the Em-
pire State Building.  

This year’s contest to use the world-famous 86th floor Observatory with its 360-degree 
views of New York City for a marriage on Valentine’s day brought over 1,000 entries.  Each 
bride received a dress of her choice from Kleinfeld Bridal's famous flagship location in New 
York City. Prize packages were from Grand Hyatt New York, STATE Grill and Bar, Turkish Air-
lines, and Boca Raton Resort & Club. 

The first same-sex weddings at the 102-story Empire State Building occurred on Valen-
tine's Day 2012, with both a male and female couple exchanging vows.   

 

Kansas: One Heart at a Time 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Serbian Prime Minister Ana Brnabić [left] made 
history for the second time when her wife, Milica 
Djurdjic, gave birth to a boy, “Igor.” Brnabic  is not 
only the first openly lesbian leader to become a 
parent while head of state but also the first Q per-
son elected to her position. The fifth Q national 
head of state, she follows Iceland’s Jo hanna Sig-
urðardo ttir, Belgium’s Elio Di Rupo, Luxembourg’s 
Xavier Bettel, and Ireland’s Leo Varadkar. Serbia 
still bans marriage equality although the country 
may accept same-gender unions in its attempt to 
join the EU.  

Last month six transgender military members were invited to attend Donald Trump’s State 
of the Union Speech on February 5. Army Major Ian Brown and Army Captain Jennifer Peace, 
guests of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA); Navy Petty Officer Second Class Megan Win-
ters, guest of Rep. Donald McEachin (D-VA); Navy Lieutenant Commander Blake Dremann, 
guest of Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY); Air Force Staff Sergeant Logan Ireland, guest of Rep. 
Jackie Speier (D-CA); and Navy Veteran Tavion Dignard (not pictured), guest of Rep. Chris 
Pappas (D-NH). Cheers to both the brave military members and their Congressional hosts. 
Over 134,000 veterans and 15,000 actively-serving service members self-identify as 
transgender. 
 
Cheers to award-winning actor Don 
Cheadle during his gig hosting Saturday 
Night Live when he wore a T-shirt asking 
people to “Protect Trans Kids.” Cheadle has 
already told the story about a woman who 
asked him how to deal with the possibility 
of having a Q child. He answered, “You just 
love them.” 
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 

March 5: Basic Rights Oregon Lobby Day—Salem 
(Information available from Melody Chow: (503)222-
6151 X 113, Volunteer@basicrights.org. 

March 8, 3:00 pm: PFLAG Board Meeting, Chalet—
Newport   

March 10, 11:00 am:  Out Oregon Coast Breakfast at 
Newport Cafe —Newport 

March 12, 11:00 am: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Welcome!
—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport  

March 13, 6:00-7:30 pm: PFLAG Meeting,, The Best of 
Times, the Worst of Times: Being Trans in 2019—St. Ste-
phen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport  

March 24, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women at Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  

April 5: Family Acceptance Project Training—Eugene 

April 30: Deadline for scholarship applications. See 
www.occpflag.org for application forms or contact pflag-
occ@gmail.com 
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency 
or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln County. Indi-
viduals of any age who identify as LGBT+ (or their care-
givers) and who demonstrate a financial need for medi-
cal aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply. The 
maximum grant is $250.  Much of the Grant’s resources 
come from other LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Con-
tact PFLAG OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an applica-
tion. 

Media Matters: 
 

The character Cyrus  [right] on Disney Channel’s Andi Mack made 
history when he said, “I’m gay.” His friend, Jonah, answered, “Cool.”   
 
On March 28, NBC plans to premier Abby’s, a television sitcom with 
an openly bisexual lead played by Q-identified Natalie Morales. She portrays a character who 
runs a bar in her backyard that caters to “locals to find camaraderie and sanctuary.” The first 
openly bisexual female lead on a major broadcast TV sitcom was NBC’s character, Eleanor Shell-
strop, on The Good Place, but she was played by heterosexual Kristen Bell. 
 

Jamie Lee Curtis [left] plans a movie about Sara Cunningham, the 
woman who promises to attend same-gender weddings if their own 
mothers won’t. Cunningham’s memoir, How We Sleep at Night, traces 
her journey in accepting her gay son’s sexual orientation, beginning 
with her rejection of his identity while they were members of a non-
affirming church. After going to pride with her son, Cunningham 
wrote, “I realized that I’d been alienated for years by own ignorance 
and fear.” 
 

PFLAG Opportunities 
 

 

Claire Hall will chair the March 13 
PFLAG meeting . (See calendar.) 

 
Family Acceptance Project, helping 

families learn to support their Q chil-
dren, is providing a one-day training in 
Eugene on April 5. Participants will 
learn from FAP’s research and interven-
tion strategies to increase family con-
nectedness, wellness, self-esteem, and a 
positive sense of the future for Q youth. 
OCC PFLAG will pay for travel costs, and 
registration is free. Contact Annette 
Marcus at amarcus@aocmhp.org for 
more information about the training. 
Contact OCC PFLAG for information 
about paying for travel costs. Registra-
tion: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
family-acceptance-project-family-
support-for-lgbtq-youth-tickets-
55834429281    
 
 

OCC PFLAG is offering one to three 
scholarships for $250 to $1,000 to Lin-
coln County students for service to the Q 
community. More information OCC 
PFLAG. The deadline is April 30, 2019.  
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


