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Actions Taken
-

Assistant Principal Lee Livengood in West Virginia’s
Harrison County School District has been suspended without
pay for ordering a transgender boy trying to use the bathroom
to “use the urinal” to “prove” that he’s really a boy. The school
apologized but did nothing else—until the media erupted
about the bullying. Although the suspension is only for four
days, the ACLU is monitoring the problem.
Donald Trump’s first 2020 presidential election ad has a
telephone number that people can call to “thank the president
right now.” It may not be successful: I have received numerous
messages that I need to call later when I called to express my
concern about LGBTQ rights. The number is 800-684-3043.
The message indicates that no one is available; perhaps there
have already been many calls that the ad people didn’t want to
hear.
From Soromundi, the Lesbian Chorus of Eugene, and
other Volunteers of America comes this hilarious video, “Hang
On Ruthie”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bQ8JQGpsi4A&fbclid=IwAR0uOeozHrXhctoNOHMab98z_X8
6S9hD646K6GnQLapm8e-oHzhlQKrU3UY

Join the National “Resist” March

SUPPORT to cope with an
adverse society

January 19

EDUCATION to enlighten
an ill-informed public

12:30 pm

ADVOCACY to end discrimination and secure equal
civil rights.

Newport City Hall
Details on p. 2

March for Human Rights in America
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OCC PFLAG, Local LGBTQ Groups Stay Active
Jeanne St.John reports that the Holiday Dessert Potluck was a great success! Over 35 people shared delicious holiday desserts and stories of holidays enjoyed
or endured with family that were less than welcoming
to their LGBTQ members. Families, teens, elders, and
in-between agers enjoyed the company of other
LGBTQ
Right: Strong PFLAG ally—and Christmas fairy—Kelli
Thompson with LC Board Commissioner Claire Hall.

Looking Ahead to 2019
A.

Newport Women’s March for Equality (PFLAG co-sponsors.)
https://www.evensi.com/lincoln-county-women-march-jan-19-newport/281372621

B.

C.

Saturday, January 12

1:00-4:00pm Contact signs@Atonement

Saturday, January 19

12:30 pm

City Hall

Love Is Love Community Valentine Party (PFLAG sponsors.)

Saturday, February 9

2:00-4:00

OCCC Past Forward Band

Need planning team

Help get the word out now!

Upstander Week Events leading up to Day of Silence on April 26
LC Board of Commissioners Proclamation; High School Assemblies

D.

Yachats LGBTQ Pride Weekend (PFLAG Table)
June 7-8

E.

July 4 Yachats LaDeDa Parade (PFLAG will have marchers, banners, etc.)

F.

Suggestions for monthly meeting topics, speakers, events, or celebrations

Advocacy & Announcements
“Resist” Sign-making party

Sat. 1/12

12:00-4:00 pm Atonement

Resist & Persist March

Sat. 1/19

12:30 pm

LGBT Task Force

Wed. 1/23

12:00-1:30 pm Health Ed

Love Is Love Party

Sat. 2/9

2:00-4:00 pm OCCC

Women’s Coffee

4th Sun.

11:00 am

LGBT & Allies Happy Hour

2nd Tuesday

4:00-6:00pm Georgie’s

Queers & Peers

TBA

See FB Page & Events
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Newport City Hall

Nana’s

Politics on Our Side
Indiana: GOP Gov. Eric Holcomb wants protections for transpeople in a hate crimes law
despite objections from Republicans. One of
five states without hate crimes legislature,
Indiana overturned one in 1977.

theappeal.org/in-amazing-verdict-juryawards-transgender-woman-punitivedamages-against-suffolk-county-jail/?
fbclid=IwAR0l2Rio_8WY8f5BVXAoaJfLs7fOxoe6eXKp3_8nuON53xmtccfoFW3Ak#.XAyHrOLyJiQ.faceboo
k

Iowa: A religious activist who burned four
youth LGBTQ books in Orange City (IA) received a fifth-degree criminal mischief
charge. The burning was on his video protesting a pride festival. He is due at the Sioux
County Courthouse on January 22, 2019
where he can face a fine of up to $625 and/or
up to 30 days in jail.

Virginia: The West Point Public Schools (VA)
fired high school French teacher Peter
Vlaming because he consistently refused to
use a transgender student’s correct pronouns. In excusing himself for using the
wrong pronouns, Vlaming gave his religious
beliefs and said, “I like the student and miss
the female version of the student.” when explaining that he would not use the student’s
male pronouns.

Kansas: State Sen. Barbara Bollier ran and
won as a Republican, but she said that the
anti-transgender language in the party platform pushed her to switch her affiliation to
Democrat. Later state Rep. Stephanie Clayton
and state Sen. Dinah Sykes joined Bollier in
changing to the Democratic party.

Washington: Peace Health has settled a
transgender discrimination lawsuit with employee Cheryl Enstad after the company’s
health insurance had refused her teenage
son’s gender reassignment surgery. Since the
lawsuit, Peace Health has included medically
necessary transgender surgery on its insurance.

New York: A transgender woman won her
lawsuit against Suffolk County after its jail
refused for two years to continue her physician-prescribed hormone treatment helping
her transition. Jessica Sunderland, a 32-yearold Iraq War veteran, spent 16 months in jail
where she was housed with men and forced
to detransition. She received $280,000 in
compensatory damages and $75,000 in punitive damages against the jail’s medical director who “liked” anti-transgender and antiLGBTQ messages” on her Facebook page.
Sunderland’s lawyer said that this case is the
first in which a jury “found, unanimously,
that failure to provide hormone therapy to a
transgender inmate violated her constitutional rights and entitled her to money damages.” Lawyers now represent other transgender prisoners denied appropriate transitioning medical care at the same jail. https://

Canada: The nation’s Supreme Court has
ruled against accrediting a Christian law
school banning students from having extramarital or gay sex. It determined that protection of LGBTQ students from discrimination
trumps religious freedom. Ontario, British
Columbia and Nova Scotia law societies denied the school accreditation because all students were forced to bind themselves to this
code of conduct.
Russia: The European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) ruled that Russia cannot reject
gay pride event applications because of
LGBTQ rights to freedom of assembly.
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News Bits
People who know at least one
LGBTQ person “exhibited greater
shifts toward increased acceptance of homosexuality and gay
marriage,” according to data from
2006 to 2010. The effect was
strongest among “older, politically
conservative” straight people. The
study: https://
journals.sagepub.com/doi/
full/10.1177/2378023118798959
A New York City taxi driver
was suspended ten days and fined
$1,150 for kicking out a gay passenger and the woman with him at
1:00 am. The driver had told his
passengers that he didn’t drive gay
people.
Caitlynn Jenner has finally given up her unwavering support of
Donald Trump after his plan to
make transgender people disappear. In a column for the WaPo,
she accused him of using the trans
community as "political pawns.”
Jenner transitioned in 2015.
In Oregon, the OHSU
Transgender Health Program opposes Trump’s attempts to erase
transgender people by announcing
their commitment “to providing
safe, affirming and comprehensive
care to transgender and gender
nonconforming people free from
discrimination and in alignment
with the recommendations of professional organizations ….”

Canada Mints New Loonie
The Royal Canadian Mint
will release a new loonie ($1
coin) design in the coming
year to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of legalized homosexuality in the nation. Two
years before same-gender activity between consenting
adults was decriminalized,
then Justice Pierre Trudeau
(left) introduced amendments
to the Criminal Code with the
declaration that "there's no
place for the state in the bedrooms of the nation."
Trudeau’s son, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, approved the new design on December 14. No image or information about the new coin has been released to “maximize
the impact" of the official launch.
Last June, the PM issued an apology to LGBTQ Canadians for the authorities’ past acts of discrimination. Those
convicted of same-gender activity between consenting
adults can apply to have these criminal records destroyed or
permanently removed. A budget of $145 million includes
$110 million to compensate LGBTQ former civil servants
whose careers were sidelined or terminated because of discrimination and $15 million for historical reconciliation, education, and memorialization efforts.
[Below: PM Trudeau leads the Vancouver Pride Parade
with his family in 2016.]

How discrimination against
LGBTQ foster and adoptive parents hurts children https://
www.americanprogress.org/
issues/lgbt/
reports/2018/11/20/461199/
welcoming-all-families/
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Looking Forward to 2019
Disasters for LGBTQ rights in the past year may make
2018 seem more bleak than the previous decade of advances. Isaac Newton’s Third Law of Motion, however,
explains the reason for LGBTQ hope in the coming years:
“For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction.”
Some of the opposing reactions last year to political attempts against LGBTQ rights:


U.S. voters sent a record number of LGBTQ candidates to Congress, including bisexual Sen.
Krysten Sinema from formerly red Arizona, and made an extraordinary number of “firsts.”



The Pentagon fought back against Donald Trump’s ban on transgender military members.



A shift in political parties controlling the Congress can block anti-LGBTQ legislation.



Television is featuring more LGBTQ characters, many of them ethnic minorities, including
those in the “superhero” category, and the Oscars had a great LGBTQ showcase.



Donations—many of them large—increased 13 percent in fiscal 2017, ending on July 1,
2018.



More places, many of them conservative and small, are holding Pride parades and festivals—including VP Mike Pence’s home town.



The number of LGBTQ books for youth has exploded in the 21st century. Between 20032013, the annual number averaged 15; Goodreads listed 292 2018 YA LGBTQ books.



More children’s picture books are being published with Jill Twiss’ A Day in the Life of Marlon Bundo (Pence’s pet rabbit) #6 on the year’s best selling books. Proceeds from the sales
of at least 400,000 books went to the Trevor Project and AIDS United.



Two major evangelical groups, the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities and the
National Association of Evangelicals, have asked Congress to expand sexual orientation and
gender identity protections under federal nondiscrimination law while still preserving religious freedom.



In his retirement speech, 84-year-old Mormon Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-UT) urged Republicans
to reach across the aisle to fight for queer rights as well as religious freedoms, citing the
recent bipartisan anti-discrimination law in Utah that could be replicated at the federal level.



Across the U.S., courts and legislatures are succeeding in increasing LGBTQ rights, and
more LGBTQ youth are standing up for students’ rights.



While LGBTQ people in the U.S. struggle to maintain the status quo and rights disintegrate
in some other countries, the world has still seen progress in 2018 in South Africa, Latin
America, Botswana, Scotland, Switzerland, India, Pakistan, and the Czech Republic.



OCC PFLAG celebrated its tenth anniversary this year!

For the LGBTQ community, 2018 may not have been a Golden Age, but the year might be an
Iron Age for the strength of activism for LGBTQ rights. More good news in past newsletters at
www.occpflag.org. We will continue to more forward!
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People Who Make a Difference
Angela Ponce (right), 27-year-old
transgender Miss Spain, didn’t
win the Miss Universe contest in
Bangkok (Thailand), but she still
made history as the first beauty
queen to participate in the competition since the ban against
transgender women ended in
2012.
That was the year when Jenna Talackova (right) was
disqualified from the Miss Canada competition be-

cause she was not “naturally born” a
woman. She threatened legal action,
and the organization, then owned by
Donald Trump, changed the rules.
Talackova finished in the top 12 of her
country’s pageant and was one of four
to be awarded “Miss Congeniality.”
Trump also asked if Talackova’s lawyer, Gloria
Allred (above), was “a man or a woman.”
Allred has had a prestigious four-decade career
that includes representing 28 women who accused Bill Cosby of sexual misconduct and assault. The Netflix documentary, Seeing Allred,
features her fight for women’s rights.
Jordan Blue (far right at top of photo) showed
great bravery when he spoke up about a photograph of high schoolers taken at the rural Baraboo High School (WI) last May. The caption read, “We even got the black kid to throw it up!”
The photographer, father of one of the boys, claimed that he didn’t tell the subjects to salute
“Sig Heil,” but Blue said they were told to raise their hand rather than “waving goodbye to
their parents.” A gay student at the school, Blue wrote that the boys “have bullied me since entering middle school, I have struggled with it my entire life and nothing has changed.” Jules
Suzdaltsev, the journalist who looked into the issue, wrote that “the community as a whole has
a lot of casual & jokey racism, homophobia, and transphobia that is accepted as a part of life.
The school (and other schools in the area) does little to nothing to address these issues.”
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PFLAG Meeting, Scholarships

OCC PFLAG Calendar

The agenda for the January 9
PFLAG meeting includes a report from
the new LC Health Dept. grant for harm
reduction from HIV, other STDs, and
shared needles.
Members will also preview the first
half of PFLAG’s 2019 program year and
make suggestions for the board to consider.

January 8, 11:00 am: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Welcome!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport

Applications for scholarships from
the Pride Foundation and The Greater
Seattle Business Association (GSBA) are
due on January 11. These scholarships,
awarded to build leadership and promote diversity in LGBTQ communities,
may be used for any post-secondary education including nontraditional degrees, trade or technical programs, community colleges, four-year public and
private universities, and accredited certificate programs.
Information: https://
pridefoundation.org/find-funding/
scholarships/application/

January 19, 12:00 Noon: Resist & Persist March—
Newport City Hall

Check page 2 for more information
about PFLAG and LGBTQ-related events
in Lincoln County.

January 9, 6:00-7:30 pm: PFLAG Meeting, Health Reports/Program Review (left)—St. Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport
January 11: Deadline for scholarships (left)
January 12, 12:00-4:00 pm: Signmaking for Resist
March—Atonement Church

January 23, 12:00-1:30 pm: LGBT Task Force meeting—Health Ed building
January 28, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women at Nana’s for
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport
February 9, 2:00-4:00 pm: Love Is Love Party—OCCC
The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln
County. Individuals of any age who identify as
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a
financial need for medical aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply. The maximum grant is
$250. Much of the Grant’s resources come from other LGBT+ people and straight allies. Contact PFLAG
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application.

Media Matters:
Jungle Cruise, the first Disney movie with an openly gay character, won’t use the word “gay,” supposedly because its 19th-century setting predates the use of the term for homosexuality. The testscreened version of the movie, due out in 2020, has a coming-out scene for the protagonist’s
brother, but the scene could be removed from the final version. The character, played by straight
Jack Whitehall, has been described as “hugely effete, very camp, and very funny.”
After playing two gay roles—Blaine Anderson in Glee and Andrew Cunanan in The Assassination
of Gianni Versace—Daniel Criss said he will no longer take gay roles from gay actors. Four
straight actors have won Oscars for playing queer roles: Tom Hanks (Philadelphia), Charlize Theron (Monster), Philip Seymour Hoffman (Capote), and Sean Penn (Milk). No LGBTQ person has
won an Oscar for either a straight or queer role.
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Join PFLAG!
YES! I support the mission of PFLAG. Enclosed is my annual membership fee.*

______Household ($35)

_______ Individual ($25)
Student/Limited Income ($15)
Contribution $_______

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.
Make check payable and mail to:
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
PO Box 2172
Newport, OR 97365
Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political
or religious affiliations.

Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
P.O. Box 2172
Newport, Oregon 97365
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