
1 

Oregon Central  

Coast Chapter  

June 2020 

Jeanne St.John, Chair 
 

Lisa Norton, Secretary 

Brett Pinder, Treasurer 
 

Nel Ward, Newsletter  
  Editor 
nelcward@charter.net  

nelsnewday.wordpress.com 
 

Contact:  PO Box 2172, 
Newport, OR 97365 

(541)265-7194  

pflagocc@gmail.com 
www.occpflag.org 

www.facebook.com/

OCCPRIDE/ 

https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/103956190597/  

PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay,  
lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 
 
 

Q is used as an inclusive 
term for the sexual mi-

nority LGBTQ+ spectrum.  

The Virtual Pride 2020 Celebration has 
been canceled, but you can celebrate 
Pride in June throughout the world. 
Just do a word-search on the internet! 

Taking Action 

 

Them, a new Q website, has a list of 25 fundraisers to help 
Q people during the COVID-19 crisis. 

https://www.them.us/story/25-fundraisers-for-lgbtq-
people-during-covid-19  

 
 

My favorite COVID-19 story: Fiddleheads, a restaurant in 
Michigan City (IN) with 32,000 population, now provides 
Dragside Pickup. When customers pick up their orders, a drag 
queen brings them to their cars. Gay owner Aaron O’Reilly, 
said, “This is to put a smile on your face…. Be lighthearted and 
take some pics from the comfort of your car. We are all in this 
together and we will get through it together.” One customer 
said, “God bless these guys for doing this.” The first “Dragside 
Pickup” weekend was such a success Fiddlehead had to stop 
taking orders early in the day, according to the restaurant’s 
Facebook post.  https://www.facebook.com/fiddleheadmc  

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com


2 

Congratulations, McKenzie, and All the Best for Your Future! 

Our very own McKenzie Figuración, Newport GSA president 
2013-2016, is graduating in the Portland State University Class of 
2020.  

McKenzie, a two-time recipient of PFLAG’s GSA scholar-
ship, graduates with honors. The first in her family to go to college, 
she earns a Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a focus in Neu-
roscience and a minor in Sexuality, Gender, and Queer Studies.  She 
has also been active in the Empower Program for first generation 
Asian/Pacific Islander college students.   

Working her way through school, she had a job the entire 
time. She saved her money from a job at Fred Meyer’s through high 
school and her first year of college. An academic advisor for fresh-
man for two years, McKenzie earned free rent and lodging.  During 
her final year of college, she was a research assistantship at OHSU.  
McKenzie is now graduating without a penny in debt. 

As  part of the Honor’s Program, she wrote a thesis for her 
degree on the subject of sex differences in neurological markers 
for ADHD, building on her work at OHSU.  She has really enjoyed 
learning about ADHD and concentrating on sex differences in the 
brain. McKenzie also helped teach five classes at the university.  

McKenzie’s future plans are on hold right now; the pandemic delayed her immediate 
plans for a paid research assistantship at OHSU and a Ph.D. program with her mentor. If you 
know of a job for a hardworking, super bright, well educated and just lovely person, look her 
up. You won’t regret it.—Jeanne St.John 

 
A federal judge ordered Social Security benefits be paid to surviving partners of same-

gender couples who were denied the ability to marry sooner because of state marriage bans. 
In Arizona, James A. Taylor, committed partner of Michael Ely, died six months after the couple 
was married in 2014 following the Supreme Court legalization of marriage equality. Ely was 
denied federal survivor benefits because they had been married only six months. The law re-
quires nine months for qualification.  

U.S. Magistrate Judge Bruce Macdon-
ald wrote that "reliance on an unconstitu-
tional law" perpetuated an "unconstitutional 
infringement on Mr. Ely and Mr. Taylor’s fun-
damental right to marriage.” He ordered So-
cial Security benefits paid to every person 
denied benefits because of same-gender 
marriage ban. For almost 25 years, Taylor 
worked as a jet mechanic for Bombardier in 
Tucson (AZ), and Ely took care of their home. 
Now Ely, 67, can receive the same benefits as 
any heterosexual surviving spouse. 

[Ely with photo of “Spider” Taylor] 
 
 

From them: “Gender-Neutral Pronouns 101: Everything You've Always Wanted to 
Know” —   https://www.them.us/story/gender-neutral-pronouns-101-they-them-xe-xem       
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Politics on Our Side 
Track current Q bills:  https://

www.freedomforallamericans.org/2020-

legislative-tracker/  
 

Gambier (OH): In a state with no protections 
for Q people, a small town of under 2,500, 
used Zoom to pass a Q-inclusive human 
rights ordinance in late April. The new ordi-
nance uses state-proposed language in the 
Ohio Fairness Act, ignored by Republians for 
years.  
 
New York City: The international fast fash-
ion retailer Zara settled with a nonbinary 
transgender customer for $30,000 in a dis-
crimination case. Shopping in the men’s sec-
tion of a Zara store, the person was barred 
from using the fitting room most closely cor-
responding with their gender identity at least 
three times since 2016. Zara stated it would 
institute measures to stop future discrimina-
tion including employee training in the New 
York area and working with the New York 
LGBT Center to create “an employment op-
portunity program for trans, gender noncon-
forming and nonbinary people.” The compa-
ny also promised it will “post notices in the 
store so that folks know they can use sex-
separated facilities that most closely align 
with their gender identity.” 
 
Connecticut: The Commission on Human 
Rights and Opportunities issued a ruling pro-
hibiting employers and insurers from deny-
ing coverage for transgender people’s health 
care needs relating to gender transition. 
 
Maryland: A bill in the state legislature 
would remove the requirement for a publica-
tion in a local newspaper to legally change a 
name after a petition is filed in the local 
court. Meanwhile, Trans Maryland (formerly 
Trans Healthcare MD) will cover the cost of 

filing a petition with a court, posting require-
ments, a new birth certificate, a new ID, and 
printing and mailing fees to help transgender 
people legally change their names. The cost 
for the process is about $250. The organiza-
tion has raised over $3,000 for this purpose 
through crowdsourcing on social media.  
 
Ohio: Rep. Candice Keller (R), who blamed 
“transgender, homosexual marriage, and 
drag queen advocates” for mass shootings, 
lost her primary race for a state senate seat 
when she received only one-third of the 
votes.  
 
United States: The Supreme Court refused a 
request from Idaho prison officials to block 
court-ordered sex reassignment surgery for a 
transgender prisoner and upheld a ruling 
from the 9th Circuit Court in favor of Adree 
Edmo, a transgender woman, scheduled to be 
released next year.  
 
United States:  The Navy gave a waiver to a 
transgender officer, Lt. Brittany Stephens, 
who sued after being banned from serving. It 
is the first waiver to be granted after the ban 
went into effect almost a year ago; other 
qualified service members seeking waivers 
are still in limbo.  

https://www.freedomforallamericans.org/2020-legislative-tracker/
https://www.freedomforallamericans.org/2020-legislative-tracker/
https://www.freedomforallamericans.org/2020-legislative-tracker/
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Albania: The sixth nation to ban conversion therapy 
for minors has joined Germany, Malta, Ecuador, Brazil, and 
Taiwan because the country’s Order of Psychologists 
banned its members from trying to change sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity. Therapists in Albania are required to 
be members of the organization. Twenty U.S. states and 
many counties and cities have also banned this therapy. 

Costa Rico: The legislature has legalized marriage 
equality after court rulings, including one from the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights, mandated same-gender 
marriage by May 26 even if the legislature didn’t make the 
change. Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, and Uruguay 
have already implemented marriage equality, and Mexico 
recognizes same-gender marriages, legally performed in 18 
of 33 states. The ceremony of the first same-gender couple 
to be married in Costa Rico, Daritza Araya and Alexandra Qu 
Castillo, was broadcast on television and on Facebook. 

France: Marie Cau’s election makes the 55-year-old 
woman the first out transgender mayor in the country. She 
now leads Tilloy-lez-Marchiennes, a 541-person village in 
northern France near Belgium’s border. Cau said that she 
was elected because of her ecological program of sustaina-
ble agriculture. (Cau wearing her honorary sash of office. ) 

Germany: Parliament (the Bundestag) passed a ban 
on ex-gay therapy for minors, punishing anyone using or 
advertising a change in sexual orientation or gender identity 
with one year in prison or a fine of $32,000. The Green Party 
wants the law to ban the practice for anyone up to 26 years 
of age; the Left Party wants the age to be 27. Conversion 
therapy methods include not shaking hands with anyone of 
the same gender, beating a pillow, cuddling with another 
man “platonically,” and not listening to music. The ban now 
requires the signature of President Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
before going into effect. 

Good News in the World 
 

News Bits 
 
 

Want to travel during the 
COVID-19 shutdown? Take these 
virtual tours of historic New York 
and Los Angeles Q sites:   https://
www.nyclgbtsites.org/  &  https://
www.laconservancy.org/lgbtq   

 
https://www.them.us/story/

henrietta-hudsons-owner-plans-to
-keep-her-iconic-nyc-lesbian-bar-
alive    

This personal article and in-
terview trace the survival of Hen-
rietta Hudson, the West Village 
lesbian-centric queer bar opened 
in 1991, despite 9/11, the 2008 
recession, Hurricane Sandy, and 
now COVID-19. Lisa Cannistraci, 
owner who renewed the lease for 
15 years in 2016, has a variety of 
plans for the future after New 
York gives permission to reopen 
its businesses.    

 
Start a conspiracy theory that 

COVID-19 turns people gay—
that’s George Takei’s idea to keep 
conservatives  sheltering at home 
and maintaining social distancing.  

He said, “I'm starting a rumor 
on the Breitbart chats that COVID-
19 turns you gay. That should 
keep a lot of these idiots at home.” 

 
Ten high schools in the Mont-

gomery County (MD) public school 
system will offer a pilot course on 
Q history and culture this coming 
year to junior and senior high 
school students.  

Content includes kinds of 
identities, influential activists in Q 
rights, important times in Q histo-
ry, and social and political chal-
lenges faced by the Q community.   

 

https://www.laconservancy.org/lgbtq
https://www.laconservancy.org/lgbtq


5 

An icon is gone. Playwright and gay HIV activist Lar-
ry Kramer died of pneumonia at the age of 84. He co-
founded the Gay Men’s Health Crisis, an organization 
devoted to helping people living with HIV and AIDS, 
but was later kicked out of the organization because 
he was too confrontational. Frustrated with the gay 
men’s apathy toward the HIV epidemic, he co-
founded ACT-UP, focused on changing the public 
health reaction to HIV and public perception of peo-
ple living with the virus. Dr. Anthony Fauci,Director 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-

eases, said that Kramer played an “essential” role in getting the FDA to make the process for 
approving new drugs faster. When he died, Kramer was working on the play An Army of Lovers 
Must Not Die about gay people living through three plagues: HIV, COVID-19, and aging. ACT UP 
NY tweeted about Kramer, “Your rage helped inspire a movement.” 

 

Biopharmaceutical giant Gilead mailed everyone on its list for Truvada and Decovy, an-
tiretroviral drugs used to reduce HIV infection, with “HIV Prevention Team” as the return ad-
dress. The AIDS Law Project of Pennsylvania has filed a federal class action suit, accusing Gile-
ad of illegally violating the privacy right of patients after promising confidentiality. Gilead has 
the only FDA-approved drugs for this purpose. The executive director of the AIDS Law Project 
said that the case “impacted [patients’] families, their housing, and their jobs.”  

Three years ago, health insurer Aetna sent letters explaining how to fill prescriptions 
for HIV drugs with the patients’ status visible through the envelope’s clear window. Aetna set-
tled its class action suit for $17.2 million. Each of the 12,000 patients received $645 with the 
option of filing for additional claims up to $20,000.  

 

GlaxoSmithKline has announced a new injectable and long-lasting antiretroviral drug 
called cabotegravir, more effective in controlling HIV infections than Truvada. In a study of 
4,500 cisgender men who have sex with men and transgender women who have sex with men, 
the company found its new drug both safe and effective when injected every two months. It 
hasn’t been approved yet, but the company is hopeful.  

 

Skittles, already rainbow colored, will sell limited edition packs of color-less candies for 
Pride Month in a reversal of products that use rainbow colors. The colorless Skittles Pride 
Packs will be available in Share Size Packs and Medium Stand Up Pouches at some Walmart 
and CVS locations in the U.S. in June; one dollar from every sale (up to $100,000) will be donat-
ed to GLAAD. The company did the same thing to celebrate Pride in London in 2016. GLAAD 
said it will use the money to “support our news and campaigns programs, which tells culture-
changing stories of LGBTQ+ people and issues across the media year-round,” according to 
GLAAD President Sarah Kate Ellis.  

 

The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Community Center in New York has 
launched a new #LGBTQuarantine project to record the COVID-19 impact on the Q community. 
It collects stories, hoping that the effort will “preserve our voices for the history that will be 
written tomorrow.” The Center’s staff asks the public to submit documentation of pandemic 
contemporary life in writing, visual art, audio and video, photos, social media posts, etc.  

Recent News—Kramer, HIV, Pride 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Michael, 17, got adopted by Zoom because nothing 
was going to stop his fathers, Chad and Paul 
Beanblossom in Pigeon Forge (TN). After his moth-
er’s death, nine homes in over five years, and classi-
fication as a troubled child, Michael found a perma-
nent home despite COVID-19 and a house fire the 
month before the adoption. Eighty friends, family 
members, and adoption specialists joined the video 
conference. The Beanblossoms have been married 
for five years. Paul Beanblossom has three biologi-
cal children, and the couple are grandpar-
ents.  
 

Bri and Lindsey Leaverson couldn’t get 
married on Good Friday at an historic Aus-
tin mansion because of COVID-19 so the 
Texas lesbian couple married at a drive-in 
movie theater. When a family member was 
diagnosed with the virus, they “realized no 
one is promised tomorrow.” A conserva-
tive courthouse was still open where they 
did their paperwork, and Jen Hatmaker, a 
Christian author until she supported Q 
people and Black Lives Matter, officiated at 
the ceremony. The two women wore cow-
boy boots under their wedding dresses as 
guests watched from cars and at home on 
social media livestreaming.  
 

CNN’s news anchor Anderson Cooper has 
become the proud father of Wyatt Morgan 
Cooper, named for the gay TV journalist’s 
father and the family name of Anderson 
Cooper’s mother, Gloria Vanderbilt. Wyatt 
was born on April 27, 2020.  [photo Anderson] Anderson plans to co-parent Wyatt with his ex-
partner of ten years, Benjamin Maisani.  

 
Last fall, the Supreme Court heard arguments in three 
Q employment discrimination cases. The plaintiff in 
one of them, Aimee Stephens, has died at 59 of kid-
ney disease. She was fired from her job as funeral di-
rector after she told her employer she was a trans-
woman. The Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission sued the funeral home on her behalf, and the 
6th Circuit Court ruled in her favor, deciding that fed-
eral sex discrimination laws protect transgender peo-
ple.   
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 
 

Because of the policy preventing gatherings, pro-
tecting people from COVID-19 infection, meetings 
in May will be using Zoom.  

Bravery Center provides Zoom hangouts open to Q 
youth from ages 13-25 every Friday , 6:00-8:00 pm. 
For safety’s sake, contact the Center at https://
www.facebook.com/braverycenter/   

The PFLAG Support Group meets every other 
Wednesday from 6:00-8:00 pm until July 29, 2020, 
for mutual support and encouragement in a time of 
isolation. All Q people as well as their families and 
friends are welcome. The next meeting is on May 6.  
Email pflagocc@gmail.com for information about 
joining. 

September 18-20: Central Oregon Coast Pride, cele-
brating LGBTQ+ and ally folks and Pride; more later. 
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency 
or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln County. In-
dividuals of any age who identify as LGBT+ (or their 
caregivers) and who demonstrate a financial need for 
medical aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply. 
The maximum grant is $250.  Much of the Grant’s re-
sources come from other LGBT+ people and straight 
allies.  Contact PFLAG OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for 
an application. 

Media Matters:  
 

For Pride month, Pixar released the nine-minute animated 
short “Out,” telling the story of how a young man. Greg, afraid to 
come out to his parents, copes with them when they help him pack 
for his move to live with his boyfriend, Manuel. News about the 
short has gone viral in mainstream media.  

 

A Webby award, billed as the “leading international award honoring 
excellence on the internet,” has gone to “Rainbow Rodeo,” a new docu-
mentary by journalism students who traced the history of Reno, Ne-
vada’s gay rodeo. Emily MacDiarmid, Carly Sauvageau, and Bree 
Zender won the People’s Choice Award in the student video category. 
Phil Ragsdale organized the initial event for October 2, 1976 with over 
125 people participating. Growing to tens of thousands of spectators, 
the annual event and fundraiser was ended in 1984 from threats of 

homophobic violence during the AIDS crisis.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsGSK-pzlpo      
 
 

From them: https://www.them.us/story/best-lgbtq-shows-to-watch-now-may-2020   
 

Eleven films/shows newly streaming: https://www.them.us/story/streaming-guide-may-2020   

 

Notes from PFLAG Board meeting: 
 
The  Bijou Theatre in Lincoln City has 
suggested the movie Straight Up. In this 
romantic comedy, Todd thinks he is gay 
until he finds Rory, a woman who might 
be his soulmate. Starts streaming on 
cinemalovers.com—Friday, June 22. 
 

Zoom support/hangout w/art meetings 
scheduled:   June 3 and 17;  July 1, 15, 
and 29 at 6:00 pm.  Link at PFLAG OCC 
Facebook page. 
 

OCC PLAG will accept scholarship appli-
cations until June 15. 
 

Suggestions for name change/addition 
to broaden community understanding 
of PFLAG’s mission—not just for fami-
lies and allies, but for ALL Q people as 
well—is still open. 
 
Next Board meeting at noon, July 6,via 
Zoom. 
 

Link for all meetings: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/292522285 



8 

Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


