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PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

 

PFLAG OCC Annual “Coming Out Party”  

October 11, 6:00-8:00 pm  

St.  Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport  

 

Celebrate the freedom of sharing 

gender identity/sexual orientation!  

(More information on p. 2) 
 

Benefit for BRO 
 

 The Coming Out Monologues, produced by OCC PFLAG 
board member CM Hall and directed by Ted deChatelet, are 
back for the third year on October 9-10 at Portland’s Fremont 
Theater. This storytelling event features a unique collection 
and representation of experiences and coming out stories au-
thored and performed by people in our community who iden-
tify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, asexual, queer, trans, 
non-binary, genderqueer, or straight or cisgender allies. They 
include unique backgrounds and perspectives as well as di-
verse periods of time—from people who came out this year to 
yesteryear and run the gamut—humorous, poignant, serious, 
heartbreaking, embarrassing, creative, painful, and hopeful. 
 Tickets are $20 online and $25 at the door. The event 
is a benefit for Basic Rights Oregon Equality PAC, which helps 
to elect pro-equality candidates. No one will be turned away 
for lack of ability to pay. If you can't afford a ticket and would 
like to attend, please email julie@basicrights.org. If you'd like 
to sponsor a ticket for someone to attend, click here. The Mon-
day, October 9 performance will be ASL interpreted. Infor-
mation, including how to sponsor a ticket, is here: https://
equalityfederation.salsalabs.com/o/35028/p/salsa/event/
common/public/?event_KEY=3950 

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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September a Busy Month for PFLAG OCC 
PFLAG Board members Dawna McLain, Bethany Howe and Jeanne St. John assisted the 

family of a Sam Case Elementary student to prepare for a change in his gender expression.  
Working with the student and his family, the school staff created a very safe and comfortable 
welcome back for this student.  

A variety of PFLAG Board members and their children offered variations on LGBTQ & 
Trans 101 to different school and community groups including Taft High School teaching staff; 
St James/Santiago Episcopal Church in Lincoln City, Children’s Advocacy Center,  and Yaquina 
View Elementary School. 

The September 13 PFLAG meeting was a Welcome to PFLAG introduction to the activi-
ties of PFLAG OCC.  Five new-to-Lincoln County folks were warmly welcomed and connected 
to others with common interests.   

 

October PFLAG OCC Celebrates Freedom of Coming Out 
 

PFLAG’s annual “Coming Out Party” on October 11 celebrates the freedom that follows 
the decision to share one’s previously private gender identity or sexual orientation.  The in-
creasing visibility of the LGBT community is a demonstration of the power of coming out of 
hiding, out of closets, to live openly as one was created to be. Coming out affects the entire 
family and each member deals with their own coming out process.   

“Parents Coming Out” is a brief video that shares the real-life stories of parents making 
their support loudly and visibly known to their kids. It highlights the moment when a child 
hears--really hears--their parents’ support loud and clear. It is truly powerful, not just for their 
kids, but to move others forward on a path to acceptance and support of their own LGBTQ kids 
and loved ones.  We’ll watch this three-minute video during the meeting.   

We will also discuss issues of safety that must be considered before coming out.  Not 
everyone has family, friends, workplace, or church environments that would be safe and wel-
coming.   

PFLAG is a national organization established to support gays, their families and friends 
through its mission of Education, Support and Advocacy. Research shows that LGBT students 
who receive support from their families, schools and communities are able to survive the 
stress and challenges far better than students who don’t have that support.  PFLAG provides 
factual and helpful information and personal connections for families whose children or teens 
believe they may be among the minority in gender identity or sexual orientation.   

Join PFLAG OCC on October 11 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting at St.  Stephen's, 
9th & Hurbert, Newport. For more information, call 541-265-7194. 

 
The National Park Service has released a sweeping history of the nation’s LGBT com-

munity to help protect LGBTQ historic sites across the country. At more than 1,200 pages, 
LGBT America: A Theme Study of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer History was re-
leased a year ago on October 11, National Coming Out Day. At that time, eight LGBTQ sites 
were listed on the national register and two sites with landmark status after Barack Obama 
upgraded the Stonewall Inn in New York to a national monument. The book, largely funded by 
the Gill Foundation, has 32 chapters written by a diversity of authors. Topics cover health, mil-
itary, arts, sport, business, law, and more. Specific chapters cover demographic groups—
including two-spirit, Latinx, African-American, Asian-American, Pacific Islander, and 
transgender people—and places—New York City, San Francisco, Chicago, Miami, and Reno 
(NV).  
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Politics on Our Side 
California: One day before the legislature 
recessed, it passed a bill making the state the 
first to recognize a third, nonbinary gender 
adding “nonbinary” by allowing the term as 
an alternative option to “male” or “female“ on 
state-issued identity documents. The law is 
broader than the Oregon one permitting “X” 
in addition to “M” and “F” on state driver’s 
licenses and ID cards because it applies to 
birth certificates and legal changes to gender. 
 

Illinois: GOP governor, Bruce Rauner, has 
signed two LGBT-friendly bills into law. One 
bans the “gay panic” defense, and the other 
simplifies birth certificate gender corrections 
by no longer requiring proof of surgery.  
 

Indiana: The state Court of Appeals unani-
mously overturned a ruling forcing 
transgender people to publish names chang-
es in a local newspaper when legally chang-
ing their names or amending their birth cer-
tificates. The new ruling is limited to situa-
tions in which “the person ... has experienced 
discrimination or witnessed attacks due to 
transgender status.” 
 

Michigan: The GOP-controlled state senate 
unanimously passed a “resolution to de-
nounce radical hate groups and declare them 
domestic terrorist organizations. The resolu-
tion specifically supports marriage equality. 
 

Minnesota: Anti-LGBT businesses are not 
legally permitted to discriminate because of 
the state Human Rights Act, according to fed-
eral chief District Judge John Tunheim in Min-
nesota. Carl and Angel Larson wanted to post 
information on the Telescope Media Group 
websites that they won’t make videos of 
same-gender weddings.  Tunheim wrote that 
doing this was comparable to a “White Appli-
cants Only” sign.  
 

Montana: The state Supreme Court ordered 
the state AG to rewrite the “potty police” bal-

lot initiative because of its vague language. 
Lawmakers had earlier refused a referendum 
on the issue.  
 

Texas: A former state Supreme Court chief 
justice, Wallace Jefferson, is petitioning the 
U.S. Supreme Court to overturn the current 
court’s decision that Texas can limit marriage 
equality rights to only licensing same-gender 
marriages. Texas wants to deny Houston’s 
decision providing marital benefits to spous-
es in legally married same-gender couples. 
Jefferson has argued and won two cases be-
fore the Supreme Court.  
 

Washington: The state Department of Health 
filed a proposal on August 22 like an Oregon 
law, allowing people to change the gender on 
birth certificates to neither male nor female. 
 

West Virginia: High school sweethearts, 
Amanda Abramovich and Samantha Brooko-
ver, have received an apology and $10,000 
after Gilmer County Deputy Clerk Debbie Al-
len and Clerk Jean Butcher called the couple 
applying for a marriage license an 
“abomination” and told the couple that God 
would “deal” with them. Butcher also told 
Brookover’s mother that the next same-sex 
couple wanting a license would get the same 
treatment or worse. The public apology from 
the clerk’s office will be issued in a press re-
lease with the promise that they will not treat 
people in this manner.  
 

United States: Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, the Pentagon‘s top military 
officer, reported to the Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee that he told Donald Trump 
to allow all qualified troops to serve. Dunford 
has been joined by other military officials, 
including U.S. Coast Guard Commandant 
Adm. Paul Zukunft and Navy Secretary Rich-
ard V. Spencer, in opposition to Trump’s ban 
on transgender military members.  
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Thousands of people are 
rallying across Australia 
during a postal survey 
about same-gender mar-
riage. Voting started two 
weeks ago, and surveys are 
due on November 7. Aus-
tralia is one of the few de-
veloped English-speaking 
countries not to have legal-
ized same-gender marriage 
although 61 percent of Aus-
tralians and a majority of 
lawmakers support it.  Al-
most three-fourths of vot-
ers thus far say “yes!”  
 

Gay Man Refuses Health Care, Begs from Friends 
 

In March, a gay man who called himself “Sassy Republican” 
complained to 30,000 people on his social media that as a 
"young adult in perfect health" he shouldn’t be "forced to 
pay for insurance I don't want and likely won't need." After 
a car accident, he begged for charity from strangers because 
he lacked the insurance to pay for his medical bills. Later he 
admitted that workers’ comp is paying for his hospital bills. 
He said that he’s having “second thoughts about not having 
free health care.” Although he provided a collision report, 
Arizona’s DPS reported that no one from the cited accident 
was transported to a hospital.  
 

Past Houston Mayor Answers Homophobic Slur 
 

Ann Coulter: “I don't believe Hurricane Harvey is God's pun-
ishment for Houston electing a lesbian mayor. But that is 
more credible than ‘climate change.’” 
Anise Parker (former lesbian mayor of Houston): “Darn it, I 
thought no one knew I had a super power over weather.” 
 

Bigotry Threatens Lives of Young People 
 

The Trevor Project has noted spikes on its LGBTQ hotline 
after government bigotry directed toward transgender peo-
ple. Of the average 178 daily contacts from youth, 7.3 per-
cent from those self-identifying as transgender leaped to 
17.5 percent after Donald Trump’s anti-transgender tweets. 
After the introduction of the Texas “bathroom bill,” contacts 
from transgender young people doubled to 14.7 percent. 

Australians Fight for Marriage Equality News Bits  

 

Athlete Ally, a nonprofit that 
works to end homophobia in 
sports, released the Athlete 
Equality Index (AEI), a first-of-
its kind report that ranks and 
reviews the LGBTQ-inclusion 
policies of the 65 schools that 
make up the NCAA’s power 5 
conferences — the ACC, Big 12, 
Pac 12, SEC, and Big 10. https://
www.athleteally.org/athlete-
ally-launches-historic-athletic-
equality-index/   

 

This blog post offers tips on 
how to be supportive of your 
trans loved one: https://
joeborders.com/what-now-a-
guide-for-those-who-love-
someone-who-is-trans/   

 
Samford University, a Bap-

tist institution in Alabama, kept 
its LGBT group and lost $3 mil-
lion. The school’s executive 
committee voted to reject the 
money, offered only if Samford 
would close the student group, 
after the faculty had approved 
the LGBT organization in April.  

 
This wonderful essay fea-

tures the iconic lesbian photo-
graphs of Joan E. Biren—award-
winning documentary photogra-
pher and filmmaker from the 
1970s and 1980s: http://
www.vogue.com/
projects/13532954/pride-2017
-joan-biren-lesbian-history-
essay/   

 
In a new book entitled Poli-

tics and Society, Pope Francis 
seems to endorse same-sex civil 
unions.  
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The Supreme Court is tackling another LGBT rights case, 
this one deciding whether businesses can deny services to LGBT 
people. In Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commis-
sion, Colorado baker Jack Phillips claims he shouldn’t be forced to 
sell wedding cakes to same-gender couples because his cakes are 
“works of art.” God is honored through his cakes, according to 
Phillips. The question is whether businesses that profit from the 
public can discriminate. A ruling in favor of Phillips could bring 
forth hundreds of thousands of other “artists”—hair dressers, 
tailors, photographers, calligraphers, restaurants, architects, flo-
rists, jewelers, theaters, dance schools, teachers, doctors, lawyers, maybe even county clerks.  

The U.S. Department of Justice has filed an amicus brief on the side of discrimination 
despite protests from senior lawyers in the department. The U.S. solicitor general’s office said 
that DOJ should take no position in the case, and the Supreme Court did not invite participation 
from DOJ. The case concerns a Colorado state court’s position on a state anti-discrimination 
law with no strong federal interest, and the DOJ filed a narrow brief emphasizing only the First 
Amendment. The baker is also trying to get a First Amendment exception; the DOJ’s narrow 
brief emphasizes only the First Amendment.  

Sessions expressed a strong support for conservative religious leaders in a closed-door 
speech to the Alliance Defending Freedom, whose attorneys represent the Colorado baker in 
the Supreme Court. He also stated that federal civil rights laws do not protect jobs based on 
sexual orientation.  

A teacher asked Phillip’s supporters: “If this bakery wins in the Supreme Court then I as 
a teacher will be constitutionally protected if I discriminate against those whose lifestyles, be-
liefs or behaviors violate my sincerely held religious beliefs, since my lessons are quite artistic. 
Which means I will be able to use the courts to force my school to only assign children of liber-
als who are tolerant of LGBTQ, racial, religious minorities to my classes. I won't have to deal 
with any right-wing religious bigots. Sweeeeet!!” 

The DOJ is also reversing earlier policy by supporting discrimination in its position that 
LGBT workers are not protected under the Civil rights Act of 1964. In 2000, the 2nd Circuit 
Court ruled that the law did not cover discrimination based on sexual orientation, but a few 
months ago, the 7th Circuit Court ruled that this discrimination violates federal law. The U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) differs with AG Jeff Sessions, but it may 
flip if Donald Trump puts one more Republican on the commission. At this time, 20 states have 
laws banning discrimination based on gender identity and sexual orientation.  

In Oregon, Aaron and Melissa Klein were issued a $135,000 state penalty, paid for by 
almost $500,000 in donations to them, for refusing to make a wedding cake for a same-gender 
wedding. The case is in the state Court of Appeals.  

Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission hasn’t been scheduled yet, but 
the Supreme Court may argue the case sometime in October.  

 

Researchers Claim that a Computer Program Identifies Gays, Lesbians 
 

Do lesbians and gays look different from straight people? Stanford researchers say yes 
and have developed technology that they think shows this. LGBT activists call their work 
“dangerously bad” research.” More information here. https://
nelsnewday.wordpress.com/2017/09/28/ask-a-computer-if-youre-gay/   

LGBT Rights Go Back to Supreme Court 
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People Who Make a Difference 
 

Italy may not have same-gender marriage, but Sep-
tember’s Vogue features three different covers—
male, female, and opposite-sex couples kissing. 
Vogue Italia is considered the most editorial and 
least commercial of any of the Vogues as well as the 
most important fashion magazine in the world.  

Even without legalized marriage equality in Japan, 
two brides had their Disneyesque wedding. In April, 
Japanese couple Ryo and Haru indulged their love 
of Disney when they tied the knot at Tokyo Dis-
neySea after 13 years together. Haru paired her 
wedding gown with a green bow that bore a pattern 
similar to the one Princess Anna wore in Frozen, 
while Ryo accented her dress with a blue sash as a 
nod to Queen Elsa.  
 
Tom Gill made hundreds of millions from his soft-
ware programming and put at least $422 million 

into rights for the LGBTQ community—
more than any other person in the nation. 
His Gill Foundation, created in 1994, pays 
for academic research, polling, litigation, 
data analytics and field organizing. After 
the Supreme Court declared marriage 
rights in all 50 states just two years ago, 
other donors moved on, but Gill hasn’t 
quit. One of his projects is described at the 
bottom of p. 2. (Left: Scott Miller with his 
husband, Tom Gill.) 
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LGBTQ Events 
 

October—LGBT History Month! 
 

October 11—National Coming Out Day 
 
Basic Rights Oregon Statewide 

Leadership Summit (October 7) in Eu-
gene is an excellent opportunity to get 
updated on LGBT issues in Oregon. 
Workshops, speakers, networking, and 
more! Information: https://
equalityfederation.salsalabs.com/
o/35028/p/salsa/event/common/
public/?event_KEY=3944  

 
Malinda Lo is reading from her 

most recent lesbian novel for young 
adults at Powell's Books at Cedar Hills 
Crossing, 3415 SW Cedar Hills, Beaver-
ton, OR on October 20 at 7:00 PM. She 
has served as managing editor for the 
culture blog After Ellen  and cofounded 
Diversity in YA that celebrates young 
adult books about diversity. http://
www.diversityinya.com/  

 
On National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS 

Awareness Day (September 27), the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) offi-
cially finally admitted that people living 
with undetectable HIV cannot transmit 
the virus to others. 

OCC PFLAG Calendar 

October 1, 2:00-4:00 pm: NOW Annual Celebration of 
Women—Performing Arts Center, Newport 

October 7, 9 am-5 pm: Basic Rights Oregon Statewide 
Leadership Summit—Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Eugene  

October 9-10, 7:30 pm: Coming Out Monologues—
Fremont Theater, Portland (See p. 1) 

October 10, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All 
Welcome!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

October 11, 6:00-8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting—Coming 
Out Party—St.  Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport  

October 20, 7:00 pm: Book reading by Malinda Lo, 
Powell's Books at Cedar Hills Crossing, Beaverton 

October 20-22: PFLAG National Convention—Portland 
Marriott Downtown Waterfront, 1401 SW Naito Park-
way, https://www.pflag.org/2017convention   

October 22, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a 
financial need for medical aid, housing, transporta-
tion, or food can apply. The maximum grant is 
$250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from oth-
er LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG 
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application. 

Media Matters:  
 

The ACLU is filing a lawsuit against Michigan’s LGBT adop-
tion discrimination practices, and the Movement Advance-
ment Project (MAP) has a national ad and policy report de-
tailing how the laws harm children. The “Kids Pay the Price” 
ad, released in partnership with the Child Welfare League of 
America (CWLA) and the National Association of Social 
Workers (NASW), was rejected from Fox network on Tucker 
Carlson Tonight. Congress is considering H.R. 1881 to cut fed-
eral funding by 15 percent for child welfare services in states that pass or enforce nondiscrimination re-
quirements. (The states in light tan have no religious exemptions for adoption. Gray stripes are areas per-
mitting refusal of services to same-gender couples. Orange allows state child welfare agencies to deny 
placement and services to anyone based on religious beliefs. Brown permits medical refusal to serve LGBT 
clients because of religious beliefs. http://www.lgbtmap.org/kids-pay-the-price)     
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


