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PFLAG promotes the health
and well-being of gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender persons, their
families, and their friends
through
SUPPORT to cope with an
adverse society
EDUCATION to enlighten
an ill-informed public
ADVOCACY to end discrimination and secure equal
civil rights.
Q is used as an inclusive
term for the sexual minority LGBTQ+ spectrum.

A few years ago, people started talking about whether the
time for Pride celebration was over. When COVID-19 prevented big parades, Q people recognized that they wanted to celebrate Q heritage in 2020. On the 50th anniversary of the first
Pride Parade, think about these reasons for continuing Pride:


Visibility never loses its importance, especially when politics tries to drive us underground..



Remembering struggles to gain Q rights comes from telling
our stories and combining energy to continue the fight for
complete Q rights.



Young Q people benefit from seeing older role models and
receiving support from our presence, and older Q people
benefit from the energy of young people.



Non-Q allies have an opportunity to expand their understanding of Q background.



The more people celebrate Q identities in large cities, the
more people can share their joy and protest in small
towns. This circles back to visibility.

Show everyone we’re not going away, and we’re not hiding!!!!!

Five years ago, the Supreme Court
legalized marriage equality. The
year 2020 saw the end to Q job discrimination. Information on p. 5.
COVID-19 couldn’t stop Pride
celebrations! See p. 2.
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Celebrating Pride in a Pandemic
On the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall riots, the need for social distancing changed
the way that people celebrated a landmark event in the movement toward Q rights, but the joy
and protests continued.
When COVID-19 canceled or postponed almost 50 Pride events in Europe, the European Pride Organizers Association (EPOA) joined InterPride to put together “Global Pride” on the
last weekend of June, available to people around the world. Content included Prides from India
to USA’s West Coast, and technology allowed access to those who might not otherwise be able
to attend Pride events. Featured people included Prince Manvendra Singh Gohil, the first openly gay prince of India, and Carlos Alvarado Quesada, president of Costa Rica, where marriage
equality was legalized during Pride Month.
After white policemen killed George Floyd in
late May, Q people joined Black Lives Matter in
protest marches. The issue recalls 51 years ago
when Q people protested police brutality and
demanded equality in the Stonewall riots that
began on June 28, 1969. Fifty years after the
first Pride Parade and on Stonewall’s anniversary, Reclaim Pride Coalition hosted “Queer Liberation March for Black Lives and against Police
Brutality,” an in-person march in Manhattan.
To celebrate Pride Month, Sesame
Street displayed rainbow-colored Muppets
holding hands with the message, “On our
street, we accept all, we love all, and we respect all. Happy #PrideMonth!”
In Watertown (NY), with a population of 25,000, angry locals started to protest
after a man ripped down the flag flying in
front of the city hall but then changed to celebrating the Q community with rainbows and
signs about love.
Ava Mackian, 13, wanted to celebrate Pride Month in Sturbridge
(MA), population 9,800, so she and her mother offered to give away
rainbow flags. Over 200 people and businesses took them up on the
offer, and others donated flags and money to buy more flags. Even
Bigfoot, a few miles away in Brimfield, got in the act.
Celebs who came out during Pride Month 2020: https://
www.pride.com/comingout/2020/6/30/these-are-all-celebs-whocame-out-during-pride-month-2020
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Politics on Our Side
issues, partly because she operates a local
mental health facility.

Track current Q bills: https://

www.freedomforallamericans.org/2020legislative-tracker/

United States: A gay couple has won their
case against the Department of State’s refusal
to accept their child born via a surrogate as a
U.S. citizen. Roee and Adieli Kiviti’s daughter
was denied a U.S. passport because she was
born in Canada with no genetic relationship
to one of her fathers. Both men are naturalized U.S. citizens born in Israel.

New York: After Donald Trump removed
healthcare rights from Q people, Gov. Andrew
Cuomo affirmed his state’s support for the
transgender community. He announced expanded coverage and state laws to retain
“critical protections from the Affordable Care
Act.”

Born in February 2019, the girl is the biological daughter of Adiel, who was naturalized
the month before. The State Department
claimed he didn’t satisfy the five-year residency requirement to be considered a U.S.
citizen. Roee became a U.S. citizen in 2001
after living in the U.S. for 19 years. Before
2017, the policy for the 1952 Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA) gave citizenship to
a child born to a married couple out of the
U.S. if one parent was a U.S. citizen. The
change stated that the child must have a biological connection to a U.S. citizen parent to
be a citizen at birth.

The Trump administration announced federal healthcare would discriminate against
transgender people on June 12, 2020, the
fourth anniversary of the Pulse nightclub
shooting—the deadliest act of terror against
Q people in U.S. history. The HRC plans to sue
on grounds that the rule change “against sex
stereotyping and gender identity exceeds the
administration’s authority to define sex discrimination under the ACA and grossly undermines the law’s primary goal of eliminating barriers and broadly expanding access to
healthcare and health education programs.”

Other couples, including the Dvash-Banks
and Zaccari-Blixt families, are struggling with
the State Department over the same issue. In
all these cases, the children would automatically be considered citizens if the parents
were heterosexual couples. U.S. District Judge
Theodore Chuang rejected the State Department’s position the Kivitis’ daughter was
born out of wedlock because one of her married parents is not her biological parent.
In February 2019, a federal judge in California ruled that a son of a gay married couple
has been a U.S. citizen since his birth after
U.S. District Judge John Walter ruled that the
INA’s citizenship doesn’t require a biological
relationship with both parents for a child
born during their parents’ marriage. The 9th
Circuit Court has not yet ruled on the State
Department’s appeal.

West Virginia: Rosemary Ketchum (above)
has become the state’s first out elected
transgender official when she received the
majority of votes for Wheeling City Council.
She is one of only four Q officials in West Virginia to hold public office. Homelessness and
the opioid addiction were two of her major
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News Bits
Real estate company Zillow
will start showing protections
against Q discrimination in housing, employment, and public accommodations for its listings. The
information is divided into sexual
orientation and gender identity.
The Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, site of the 1969 riots
moving forward the Q rights
movement, has received a donation of $250,000 from the Gill
Foundation to cover rent and utility bills throughout the pandemic.
The location is the “first and
only LGBTQ National Monument,”
Gill Foundation stated. “Queer
people of color—including trans
women of color like Marsha P.
Johnson, Sylvia Rivera and Miss
Major—led the uprisings against
police brutality at Stonewall.”
The Rt. Rev. Deon Kevin Johnson has become the 11th bishop of
the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri,
the first openly gay Black man
to hold the post in the diocese’s
179-year history. The immigrant
from Barbados is the descendant
of a slave.
Residents of Ketchikan
(AK) rallied around a gay couple
denied flowers for their wedding
by a local florist. The couple got
their flowers from a Safeway supermarket, but over 100 people
gathered outside the florist, Heavenly Creations, to protest. One of
them said, “It’s OK to be Christian…. It’s not OK to dehumanize
and devalue LGBTQ people’s life.”

Drag Queen Story Hour
Comes to Lincoln City
The Lincoln City Cultural Center hosted drag queen
performers on the last day of June. They “read books about
inclusivity and different identities, from gender identity to
differing family types,” according to Stephanie Blair in
the News-Times. The audience used a drive-in style to
maintain social distancing,
and the event, organized by
Activate Arts, was livestreamed on the Driftwood
Public Library Facebook
page. Claire Apparent (left), a
drag queen from Portland,
was one of the readers.
AARP, which used to avoid anything Q-connected like
the plague, is now recommending these seven elder communities allowing only Q people. https://
www.lgbtqnation.com/2020/06/7-elder-communities-likeliving-gayborhood/
One of seven recommended “gayborhoods,” Rainbow
Vista which is 15 miles outside Portland (OR) in Gresham,
has choices of 350-square-foot studio apartments or 500square-foot one-bedroom apartments with prices up to
$1,245 per month. The place is only for active seniors who
are able to carry out their daily functions including driving.
But it’s all Q! More here: https://www.rainbowvista.com/
The almost 300,000 same gender weddings since
marriage equality was legalized have put $3.8 billion into
the U.S. economy.
Gabon: Lawmakers in this African country voted to
decriminalize homosexuality after criminalizing it last year.
The bill still needs to be passed by the Senate. Twenty-one
other African countries do not criminalize consensual samesex between adults.
The 200 Best Lesbian, Queer & Bisexual Movies Of
All Time—titles from the past five years:
https://
www.autostraddle.com/100-best-lesbian-queer-bisexualmovies-285412/
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SCOTUS Removes Q Job Discrimination
By a 6-3 vote, the U.S. Supreme Court ended employment discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in
the United States on June 15, 2020. Three cases were joined in
the court case, two against gays and a third against a
transgender woman. Two of the three plaintiffs have died, Donald Zarda in 2014 and Aimee Stephens in mid-May this year.
Gerald Bostock, fired because he joined a gay softball league, has
recovered from prostate cancer and will return to court in Clayton County to fight for his job reinstatement and back pay.
In writing the decision, Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote the majority
opinion: “It is impossible to discriminate against a person for
being homosexual or transgender without discriminating
against that individual based on sex.” The ruling is unique because no other court giving LGBTQ people rights has made its
decision on the violation of a statute.
President Obama’s message of congratulation after the Supreme Court ruling:
“Today’s Supreme Court ruling protecting LGBTQ Americans from workplace discrimination is an affirmation of our country’s founding promise of equality for all. I’m heartened to
think of all those Americans who will no longer live in fear of being fired because of who they
are and who they love. It’s a moment decades in the making, a reminder that progress can be
slow—but it is always possible. And its validation for all those out there speaking out and
marching so that our country’s founding promise might touch even more of our people. Happy
Pride month, everybody.”
The SCOTUS decision matches polling about public opinion regarding Q civil rights.
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People Who Make a Difference
Alyssa Kayhill, a musician working
as a nurse in a New York intensive
care unit, socially distanced from her
photographer girlfriend of eight
years, Anhlinh Trinh, for three
months to protect Trinh. On Kayhill’s
birthday, Trinh returned from her
brother’s home in upstate New York
during the nightly cheer for health
care workers at a riverside courtyard outside the home of Kayhill’s
sister who spread the word with the
building’s residents. They cheered as
Kayhill greeted Trinh with flowers
and a surprise marriage proposal.
It’s never too late! Coloradoan Kenneth Felts
(left), 90, came out to his friends and family because writing his life story during the virus isolation took him back to his love for Phillip, 50
years earlier. Felts had left the love of his life to
marry a woman and live in the closet. They had
one daughter before they divorced. This spring,
he told his lesbian daughter about Phillip and
came out to the rest of his family through email.
He updated his FB photo (left), participated in a
5K fundraiser for Denver Pride, and goes to a
virtual Q senior coffee group.

Famous Polish actor Witold Sadowy (left), the oldest living
actor in Poland, came out of the closet on his 100th birthday.

After Mike Stone (above right) found a homophobic slur burned onto his lawn in the small
town of Arcanum (OH), he and his fiance, Bradley O’Dell, used the act of vandalism to forward
Q equality. He posted information about the vandalism on Facebook to raise funds for a local Q
organization, Have a Gay Day. In the first five days, the couple raised almost $5,000.
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Notes from PFLAG
Bravery’s updates, information, and
resources: https://
www.olallacenter.org/bravery-center
Zoom support/hangout w/art meetings
scheduled: July 8, 15, 22, and 29 at
6:00 pm. Link at PFLAG OCC Facebook
page.
Next PLAG Board meeting at noon, July
6, via Zoom.
Link for all meetings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/292522285
Meeting ID: 292 522 285
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,292522285# US (San
Jose)
+12532158782,,292522285# US
(Tacoma)
The 2020 Lambda Literary winners
are here:
https://www.lambdaliterary.org/
awards/2020-winners/

OCC PFLAG Calendar
Because of the policy preventing gatherings, protecting people from COVID-19 infection, meetings
in July will be using Zoom.
July 8 and 22, 6:00-8:00 pm: COCTC + Bravery
Trans Support. Zoom details at events tab, https://
www.facebook.com/braverycenter/

Monday-Friday, 3:00-6:00 pm: Virtual drop-in support for teens on Bravery’s Discord Server (Send a
request on Facebook, Instagram, or email
beckj@olallacenter.org)
The PFLAG Support Group meets every other
Wednesday from 6:00-8:00 pm until July 29, 2020,
for mutual support and encouragement in a time of
isolation. All Q people as well as their families and
friends are welcome. The next meetings are on July
15 and 29. Email pflagocc@gmail.com for information about joining.
The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency
or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln County. Individuals of any age who identify as LGBT+ (or their
caregivers) and who demonstrate a financial need for
medical aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply.
The maximum grant is $250. Much of the Grant’s resources come from other LGBT+ people and straight
allies. Contact PFLAG OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for
an application.

Media Matters:
In response to the anti-trans comments from author J.K. Rowling, NBC editors compiled a list of
alternatives to her Harry Potter books. Their choices of fantasy and SF novels feature
transgender and nonbinary characters: https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/transinclusive-fantasy-sci-fi-books-replacing-harry-potter-n1228441
Kate Kane, the lesbian hero of CW’s Batwoman played by Ruby Rose,
is leaving the show, but she won’t be killed off, promises Caroline
Dries, the show’s writer and producer. No worry about the traditional
“bury the gays,” a practice in fiction for queer characters to die in tragic circumstances after achieving happiness. Almost paralyzed in a stunt
-related injury, Rose’s pilot for the series was the first one led by an
out lesbian comic book superhero. Dries said, “LGBTQ+ justice is at the
very core of what Batwoman is and we have no intention of abandoning that.”
Alfred the butler is Bruce Wayne’s gay uncle in the new Batman
graphic novel, Gotham High. Wayne, a 17-year-old Chinese-American
high school student who’s been kicked out of boarding school, moves
into the family home with Alfred who is from Hong Kong.
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Join PFLAG!
YES! I support the mission of PFLAG. Enclosed is my annual membership fee.*

______Household ($35)

_______ Individual ($25)
Student/Limited Income ($15)
Contribution $_______

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.
Make check payable and mail to:
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
PO Box 2172
Newport, OR 97365
Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political
or religious affiliations.

Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
P.O. Box 2172
Newport, Oregon 97365
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