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through
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an ill-informed public
ADVOCACY to end discrimination and secure equal
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Taking Action
New York schools are now required to have at least
one single-stall restroom to protect students with medical or
gender concerns. You can thank Mayor Bill de Blasio for protecting students: http://go.fightforequality.org/page/s/thank
-mayor-deblasio?source=MS_EM_PET_2017.05.18_B1_thankdeblasio_X__F1_S1_C1__all
The Supreme Court has supported California in protecting LGBT youth from conversion therapy. You can thank
them here: http://go.fightforequality.org/page/s/thankscotus?source=MS_EM_PET_2017.05.05_B1_SCOTUSConversion-Therapy_X__F1_S1_C1__all

Starbucks has a new leave policy for their corporate
office that gives fathers/partners and adoptive parents twelve
weeks of paid leave after the birth of a child. Instore employees do not get any time off for a child’s birth. Niko asks that
people sign his petition to request the same courtesy for them:
https://www.change.org/p/starbucks-ceo-kevin-johnson?
platform=hootsuite
Marriage equality became legal across the United
States two years ago on June 26, 2017. In commemoration,
Cincinnati has changed the name of Mercer Street to John Arthur & Jim Obergefell Way where the couple lived before Arthur died on October 22, 2013. This couple sued to be married
in Ohio in a case that became known in the Supreme Court as
Obergefell v. Hodges.
Don’t miss the La De Da parade in Yachats.
Information on how to participate on p. 7.
Oregon law moves forward with changes to
birth certificates and driver’s licenses. Check
p. 3 for detail.
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Goodbye, Ineka—and Thanks!
Ineka Estabrook, featured in the June 2017 newsletter, was
honored at last month’s OCC PFLAG meeting before her departure—temporarily, we hope. She moved to Europe at the
end of June after positively influencing LGBT people in the
community, mostly young people. We will miss her, wish for
her safe journey, and hope for her return to Lincoln County.
[Left: Estabrook leads the charge!]

Interesting Couples
King Penguins Thelma and Louise aren’t the
first same-gender couple to raise a chick, but they
may be the oldest. The 24-years-old New Zealanders
have far outlived the average species’ lifespan of 15
to 20 years. The birth mother ’s partner deserted
her, and she couldn’t raise the little one. The older
couple adopted the chick. More than 450 species of
animals have same-gender couples, and homosexuality among animals may be vital for their survival.
One-third of all bonded Laytan albatrosses live in allfemale couples.
Two gay male Amsterdam vultures in a long-term relationship hatched an egg that zookeepers found on the floor of
the enclosure. The griffons adopted the eggs and are now
caring for the hatched chick.
DNA shows that two figures holding each other
when a volcanic eruption
destroyed Pompeii in
A.D.79 are male. Long
called “The Two Maidens,” the two men, 18
and 20 years old, may
have been lovers.

Left: A sign located in a Portland New Season.
Below: One of many permanent rainbow pride sidewalks in
cities throughout the nation, this one is located at
the corner of 13th and Locust Streets (Philadelphia).
It was painted in 2015 for
the 50th anniversary of
LGBT rights.
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Politics on Our Side
Lancaster (CA): GOP Mayor Rex Parris
wants to revitalize the town, devastated after
the loss of the manufacturing industry, by
attracting Asians and LGBT people. He said
that he put the new performing arts center
downtown because these two populations
cut down crime rates and increase education
levels. Lancaster is 72 miles north of Los Angeles.
Chicago (IL): American Veterans for Equal
Rights (AVER) unveiled the city’s first memorial to LGBTQ veterans this Memorial Day,
one of a few in the nation. Mayor Rahm
Emanuel wrote that the monument is “a tribute to the sacrifice of our soldiers.”
Providence (RI): The city has passed, 13-1, a
police accountability measure to prevent profiling based on gender identity and immigration status. The Community Safety Act could
be a national model.
Michigan: A state appeals court unanimously
ruled against Yvette Cormier, who claimed
that a health club violated her rights because
she saw a transgender woman in the locker
room. Both women were dressed. Cormier’s
membership was terminated because she
returned to the gym to warn other women.

Oregon: Transgender people in Oregon will
be able to make changes to their birth certificates next year without the public scrutiny of
open court, thanks to a new law signed by
Gov. Kate Brown. Two Republicans voted in
favor of the bill in the House with 37-23; seven Republicans joined Democrats in the Senate for a vote of 26-3 supporting the bill. Oregon is the second state following California.
[More info: http://www.kgw.com/news/
politics/transgender-birth-records-billpasses-oregon-house/422938996
Oregon: Oregon became the first state in the
nation where people can legally mark “X” in
a box for non-binary, intersex and agender in
addition to male or female on driver’s licenses and state ID cards.
Wisconsin: Just two days before his high
school graduation, the 7th Circuit Court of
Appeals upheld the right for Ashton Whitaker
to use the boys’ bathroom at Tremper High
School (Kenosha). The transgender senior
has been fighting for his rights since he was a
sophomore. Last year he won the right to be
a candidate for prom king after the school
tried to restrict him to running for prom
queen. The court ruling protects the rights of
all trans students and could even move forward to banning discrimination against trans
people in other settings such as work and
housing.

Nevada: The eighth state has now banned
LGBT “conversion therapy” of minors. The
law exempts religious organizations and allows counseling by clergy members. Other
The court decisions differs from others that
states are Connecticut and New Mexico
questioned if government protections such as
(2017), California (2012), Illinois (2015),
Title IX cover trans people. Instead these
New Jersey (2013), Oregon (2015) and Verjudges determined that anti-trans discrimimont (2016). An executive order in New York nation is unconstitutional under the Equal
bars insurance coverage for conversion therProtection Clause of the U.S. Constitution.
apy and prohibits state-licensed mental
The injunction against the school stays in
health providers from offering it to minors.
place until a court evaluates the full merits of
Other cities including Washington D.C. also
the case. The ruling is a valuable beginning,
ban the practice. VP Mike Pence supports the
especially the court’s finding for defense of
conversion during his later years, claiming
wider student privacy protections that banthat it made him straight.
3 ning transgender rights is not justified.

News Bits

Welcoming Congregations Panel in Salem

Almost three-fourths of
bishops, clergy and lay members
meeting voted at the General
Synod of the Scottish Episcopal
Church to marry same-gender
couples in their churches in the
first UK mainstream Anglian
denomination to approve marriage equality.

Love & the LGBT+ Community on July 8 is the first ecumenical gathering of Welcoming Congregations of all religious
faiths and those considering the step. Part of the day-long
meeting is a panel of five LGBT current and former church
members, including McKenzie Figuracion, Rhonda Jantzen, and
Jeanne St John. Bishop Gene Robinson is the key speaker.
Attendees will hear about Biblical “clobber passages” often used to alienate LGBT people and share their experiences.
The meeting is an opportunity for Welcoming/Reconciling congregations to be inspired and congregations not officially welcoming to learn how others are living their welcome.
Registration ($25 in advance; $30 at the door) includes
lunch, and scholarships are available, including from PFLAG.
Information at http://www.stpaulsoregon.org/
godslovelgbt2017
This conference is the brain child of Newport's Rev. Dr.
Gavin Shumate and PFLAG OCC leaders Ineka Estabrook and
Jeanne St.John. Those interested in attending and/or carpooling may contact PFLAG at pflagocc@gmail.com
The gathering is at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church (1444 Liberty St SE, Salem) from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. More information
at http://www.stpaulsoregon.org/godslovelgbt2017

Exactly 20 years after Ellen
DeGeneres’ character came out
as lesbian, DeGeneres won the
Daytime Emmy Award for best
entertainment talk show.
Polls show that 64 percent
of people oppose religious exemptions that discriminate
against LGBTQ people. The Supreme Court will hear a Colorado case about this issue in the
coming year.

Google has donated $1 million to the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender Community Center for the purpose of preserving an oral history of the Stonewall riots.
The grand marshal for the
Columbus (OH) pride parade
was replaced this year with a
float honoring LGBTQ refugees
fleeing persecution that could
lead to lengthy prison sentences
or even death.
Dozens of Washington, DC
restaurants, bars, and other
businesses donated some profits from Inauguration weekend
to local organizations serving
their community, including
women’s and LGBT groups.

Lincoln County LGBT+ Task Force
This year marks the
ninth anniversary of Lincoln
County’s LGBT Task Force. It
began in 2008 in response to
the suicide of a gay Newport
High student who had insufficient support from home,
school, and LCHHS resources. LGBT professionals and allies
came together to find better ways to work together to prevent
future tragedies. The formation of the first PFLAG chapter on
the Oregon coast resulted from this task force that meets quarterly and addresses issues of concern to the LGBT+ community
and one or more of member agencies/organizations. Participants brainstorm joint projects, avoid or defuse potential and
existing crises, and create positive visibility and support for the
LGBTQ community.
In addition to serving as official input from the LGBT community to many of the member agencies and organizations, the
Task Force serves as an Advisory Committee for PFLAG Oregon
Central Coast which operates with a small (4-5) member
Board.
More information about the task force and a list of its
members is available on the PFLAG website: www.occpflag.org
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Politics in U.S., around the World
United States: The president and vice-president ignored June as an LGBT celebratory month, but federal
agencies honored the event. The Department of Defense and the Navy recognized LGBT Pride Month,
and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson issued his agency’s own Pride proclamation. [Left: Capt. Craig Clapperton, commanding officer of the USS Theodore Roosevelt, on the importance of LGBT celebration.]

United States: On the first anniversary of the Orlando (FL) massacre at Pulse, Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY) introduced the LGBT PRIDE Act, calling for more data regarding LGBT victims of homicides and suicides. The cost of $25 million for the use of existing mechanisms from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention would cost less than two weekend presidential
vacations at his Mar-a-Lago resort.
Cambodia: The government is considering a requirement for age-appropriate education on
sexuality and gender from first grade through high school seniors. Part of the Life Skills would
“explain gender identity and how this could differ from the biological sex [and] focus on gender
-based violence, forced marriage and discrimination based on sexual orientation,” according to
LGBTQ advocate Srun Srorn. Fewer than half the states in the U.S. require any sex ed. Only 13
states require that this education be medically correct. Oregon scores high in the requirements.
https://www.guttmacher.org/state-policy/explore/sex-and-hiv-education
Ben & Jerry’s corporation is working for marriage equality in Australia by refusing two scoops
of the same ice cream flavor to customers until the government legalizes same-gender marriage. The company has also put “post boxes” in all of its 26 Australia stores and provided customers with postcards they can sign and drop in to be sent to Parliament members. “Love
comes in all flavors!” Ben & Jerry’s stated. Majorities in both Parliament houses support legalized marriage equality, but the government wants a nationwide non-binding vote before they
decide. The idea of needing a majority vote for civil rights of a minority has been opposed by all
political parties, celebrities, corporations, and the general public.
Wyoming men are wearing tutus into bars to fight back against their senator’s statement that
men who wear tutus into bars are asking to be assaulted. Mike Enzi made this comment to a high school student journalist who asked him about LGBT rights. A
well-known Wyoming cross-dresser, 70-year-old Sissy
Goodwin, joined the statewide protest,
#LiveAndLetTutu, against Enzi by wearing a bright
green and yellow petticoat. In Casper, Goodwin’s
hometown, a place called Butch’s gave free drinks to
patrons wearing tutus with the hashtag
#WeHaveSissysBack. Enzi made the controversial
comment when a student journalist asked him about
LGBTQ rights. Enzi later apologized.
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People Who Make a Difference
Rhode Island 2017 Teacher of the Year, Niko Giannopoulis proudly posed while holding a black lace fan
and wearing a rainbow LGBTQ pin. The 29-year-old
special ed teacher at the Beacon Charter High School
for the Arts said that he has incorporated the fan, originally belonging to his partner, into his life as representing self-acceptance in a society that doesn’t always accept his nontraditional gender expression. The
photographer told him to put away the fan for the private photo with the president. He folded it, carried it into the
Oval Office, and tasked if he could display his fan. Giannopoulos’
necklace is in the shape of Rhode Island with its motto “Hope.”
Danica Roem, the first out transgender person to ever run for
the Virginia General Assembly, won the Democratic primary last
month. She opposes anti-LGBTQ GOP candidate Bob Marshall on
November 7.
Gay dads Rob and Reece Scheer from Darnestown
(MD) adopted four children with special needs who
were removed from abusive or neglectful situations.
Rob, a foster child himself, saw their children come
with their belongings in garbage bags just as he had
done as a child. As he said, it makes foster children feel
like trash. The two men started Comfort Cases to provide foster children with a small duffel bags filled with
essentials. Ellen DeGeneres interviewed the men on her show where they told their story.
They didn’t leave the show empty handed. Get out your tissues and watch this clip from Ellen’s show. http://www.newnownext.com/rob-reece-scheer-ellen-degeneres/06/2017/
M Barclay (right), who identifies as neither
male nor female, is the first non-binary person
ordained in the United Methodist Church.
Google Doodle honored June 2, which would
have been the 66th birthday of Gilbert Baker,
creator of the LGBTQ rainbow flag. https://
www.google.com/doodles/gilbert-bakers-66th
-birthday
Leo Varadkar, the son of an Indian immigrant
from Mumbai, has become Ireland’s first gay prime
minister and the first one from an ethnic minority
background. He came out publicly just a few
months after Ireland voted for marriage equality
two years ago. The three LGBT prime ministers in
the world before Varadkar are Iceland's Johanna
Sigurðardottir (2009), Belgium's Elio di Rupo
(2011), and Luxembourg's Xavier Bettel (2013).
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LGBTQ Events

OCC PFLAG Calendar

In lieu of the usual monthly PFLAG
meeting, OCC PFLAGers will march in
the La De Da Parade in Yachats on July
4. PFLAG folks meet in the shelter behind Yachats Commons at 11 to prepare.
The parade starts at 12.

July 4, 11:00 am: La De Da Parade—meet at the shelter
behind the Yachats Commons on Highway 101 between
4th and 5th Streets to decorate and share the rainbow
gear. Parade starts at 12:00 noon.

With Ineka Estabrook out of the
country, the youth social has moved!
Check July 14 on the calendar.

The sixth annual OCC PFLAG picnic
replaces the usual monthly meeting in
August. Bring a potluck item to St. Stephen’s (9th & Hurbert, Newport) on Saturday, August 26. The event is from
12:00 noon to 2:00 pm. All LGBTQ community and allies are welcome.
Portland Queer Comedy Festival
(July 13–16), the first multiday festival
in the country wholly dedicated to
queer comics and their friends and fans,
is a four-day stand-up comedy-focused
event. It is located at Funhouse Lounge
and Theatre, Curious Comedy Theatre,
and associated satellite sites. http://
portlandqueercomedyfestival.com/
The festival pledges a portion of
festival proceeds to area and national
non-profits, as well as creating fund
drives within the festival shows. More
information available here: Info@PortlandQueerComedyFestival.com

July 8, 9:00 am-4:00 pm: Love & the LGBT+ Community panel—Salem (http://www.stpaulsoregon.org/
godslovelgbt2017)
July 11, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Welcome!—Embarcadero, 1000 SE Bay Blvd., Newport
July 14, 7:00-10:00 pm: LGBTQ Social for Teens and
Young Adults!—1819 Crestview Place, Newport (Info at
541-270-1551; 541-265-2922)
July 13-16: Portland Queer Comedy Festival http://
portlandqueercomedyfestival.com/
July 25, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for Lunch—
NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport
August 26, 12:00-2:00 pm: OCC PFLAG Picnic—St.
Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln
County. Individuals of any age who identify as
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a
financial need for medical aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply. The maximum grant is
$250. Much of the Grant’s resources come from other LGBT+ people and straight allies. Contact PFLAG
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application.

Media Matters:
Dana Rudolph has posted stories about LGBTQ families at Mombian. https://
www.mombian.com/2017/06/01/blogging-lgbtq-families-day-2017-master-list-posts/
Baby’s First Words (Stella Blackstone and Sunny Scribens from Barefoot Books) is
a great gift for parents of an infant or toddler. In a mixed-race, gay-parented family a little girl goes through her day from getting dressed to getting her nighttime
bath and going to bed. Warm and humorous, this book provides the girl’s emotions throughout a myriad of experiences.
Watch for the animated film In a Heartbeat to come to U.S. theaters. Here’s a trailer for it:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pauY5cgRU4
7

Join PFLAG!
YES! I support the mission of PFLAG. Enclosed is my annual membership fee.*

______Household ($35)

_______ Individual ($25)
Student/Limited Income ($15)
Contribution $_______

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.
Make check payable and mail to:
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
PO Box 2172
Newport, OR 97365
Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political
or religious affiliations.

Oregon Central Coast PFLAG
P.O. Box 2172
Newport, Oregon 97365
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