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OCCPRIDE/ 

PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

Teen Support Groups—Olalla Center—Lincoln City 
 

Includes Born Brave, an LGBTQ+ process group for teens ag-
es 13-18  to explore feelings, topics, and questions about 

sexual orientation and gender identity. 
 

Contact Elijah at elijahj@olallacenter.org 
or call 541-336-2254 

Breaking News 
The 2nd Circuit rules that Title VII bars anti-LGBTQ work-

place discrimination!  And The U.S. Supreme Court declined to 
hear an Arizona decision recognizing a woman as the legal par-
ent of a child she and her same-sex spouse conceived through 
assisted reproduction.  

 

Take Action 
The Department of Education has announced that it 

will no longer investigate civil rights complaints from 
transgender students prevented from using the bathroom of 
their gender identity.  Ask that the agency drop this change: 
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/02/department-
education-will-reject-transgender-bathroom-complaints/      

 

Protest Pays 
 

A national outcry caused South Dakota state Sen. Phil 
Jensen to withdraw his law censoring any discussion of 
transgender issues in schools.  

 

Publicly shaming of the conservative grocery chain Pub-
lix made the company reverse its position in refusing to pro-
vide the HIV prevention medicine, Truvada, to its employees, 
through its insurance program. Publix decided to include Pre-
exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) for employees after talking to 
gay Florida state representative Carlos Guillermo Smith.  

Florida is the state with the most new HIV infections, 
and the cost of the medication, not requested by most employ-
ees, is minimal. The chain had earlier said that they do not 
cover medicine to prevent a potential medical condition, but 
their insurance covers vaccines and birth control.  

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/02/department-education-will-reject-transgender-bathroom-complaints/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/02/department-education-will-reject-transgender-bathroom-complaints/
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‘Love Is Love’ Celebrated for All 

A lively crowd of 75 celebrated the eighth annual ‘Love Is Love’ Valentine’s Day joy with a 
“spoken word” essay about love and the recognition of gay and straight couples (below). Each 
couple received a single red rose in a vase. CM Hall, chair of Basic Rights Oregon Equality PAC, 
acted as MC, and Dawna McLain, OCC-PFLAG Secretary, was greeter/host (bottom center). 
State Rep. David Gomberg and Lincoln County Commissioner Bill Hall were in attendance as 
were members of the Methodist clergy, including Ryan Scott, pastor of the Toledo church, and 
retired Liz Jones and Ardis Letey, one of the married couples.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vay-W9LyKvaCjZNPvJ6LSfWu6kHmiHVo?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vay-W9LyKvaCjZNPvJ6LSfWu6kHmiHVo?usp=sharing


3 

Politics on Our Side 
Alabama: A state Senate committee  has 
moved a bill to the floor to overturn the 1992 
law that students be taught that homosexual-
ity is socially unacceptable and illegal. The 
law was passed before the Supreme Court 
invalidated this law in 2003. Seven other 
states still have this law on their books. ACLU 
is also suing Alabama because of its policy 
demanding “gender reassignment surgery” 
before people can change a gender designa-
tion on a driver license. 
 
California: Walgreens will change its bath-
room policies after transgender Jessie 
Meehan sued them for forcing her to use the 
men’s room because she “looked like a man.” 
The 8,000 Walgreen stores now have this 
national directive: “All individuals have a 
right to use restroom facilities that corre-
spond to the individual’s gender identity.” 
 
Missouri: A federal judge ruled that Jessica 
Hicklin, 38, could not be denied hormone 
therapy in a state prison and ordered that 
she receive medically necessary care because 
of her constitutional rights. The department 
of corrections used a report from anti-
transgender researchers to support their ar-
gument that the treatment is appropriate for 
gender dysphoria. Put in custody at the age of 
16, Hicklin is serving a life sentence with no 
parole.  
 
Ohio: A 17-year-old boy will be allowed to 
transition before college after fighting his 
parents for that right during the past year. 
The teenagers’ grandparents now have custo-
dy; the parents had tried to get Christian 
therapy instead of permitting him to seek 
hormone replacement therapy or sex reas-
signment. A psychologist will evaluate him 
before he proceeds with his plans.  
 

United States: Defense Secretary James 
“Mad Dog” Mattis has missed his deadline of 
February 21 regarding acceptance of 
transgender troops. A court case is attempt-
ing to keep information about this issue se-
cret, but emails have surfaced that show Don-
ald Trump did not consult with his military 
leaders about his decision to eliminate all 
transgender people from the military, contra-
ry to his claims. A judge has issued an order 
that Trump does not have “absolute privi-
lege” to keep this secret. Mattis is expected to 
allow transgender troops to continue serving 
although Trump does not have to follow 
Mattis’ guidance.  
 
China: An appeals court has ruled that trans 
gender “Mr. C,” who suffered unlawful dis-
crimination from his employers, was fired for 
his gender identity. A lower court ruled the 
termination was unfair and ordered the em-
ployer to give Mr. C $357 in wages and com-
pensation. The higher court upped the money 
to $630 and ruled that gender identity is not 
a legal reason to terminate employment. 
 
Jamaica: Pastor Steven Anderson, who 
preaches that homosexuality should be pun-
ishable by death and celebrates the Orlando 
club massacre, was stopped from flying to 
Jamaica after authorities denied him entry. 
He is also barred from the UK and South Afri-
ca before being deported from Botswana. 
Over 38,000 people in Jamaica signed a peti-
tion to ban Anderson from the country.  
 
Russia:  Khudoberdi Nurmatov (aka Ali Fer-
uz), gay journalist and LGBT activist detained 
by Russian authorities last year for violating 
migration laws, was granted permission to go 
to Germany instead of deportation to his na-
tive Uzbekistan where he feared torture.  
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On the morning of February 14, Emma Gonza lez was 
sitting in her AP U.S. government class at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School (Parkland, FL) and learning about the 
role of special interest groups in politics when a shooter 
came into the school and killed 17 people with an AR-15 ri-
fle.  He injured another 14. Since that day, she has become 
an icon in the fight for gun safety laws.  

Gonza lez, called a "brown bald lesbian girl" by a legisla-
tor’s aide who has since been fired, is openly bisexual and 
the president of the school’s GSA. She has turned his nega-
tive description into personal empowerment.  

 

 
Guide and wildlife 

photographer Paul 
Goldstein has docu-
mented an intimate re-
lationship between two 
“impressive alpha 
males.” Scientists re-
ported that eight per-
cent of lion sex is be-
tween males. (A Kenyan 
official is blaming the 
behavior of Goldstein’s 
lions on gay tourists, 
and Live Science denies 
that the lions are gay.) 
Kenya also banned the 
Disney Channel Andi 
Mack  show because of 
its gay character. 

Bisexual Activist Fights for Safety News Bits 
 

Jenn Burleton, Director at 
Portland’s TransActive Gender 
Center, endorses the Gender-
Cool Project, a national sto-
rytelling campaign spotlighting 
remarkable stories of 
transgender young people. 
https://gendercool.org/    

 
Serendipitydodah for 

Moms, a private Facebook 
group for moms of LGBTQ kids 
with a following of over 2,500, 
is partnering with the Banner 
Blanket Project that gives blan-
kets to LGBTQ teenagers and 
young adults in their 20s who 
have lost the support of their 
families.  

The goal is to show them 
that someone loves and cares 
for them. Those who want to 
make no-sew fleece blankets or 
recommend a participant can 
email lizdyer55@gmail.com. 

 
Alumni of the University 

of Tennessee (UT) in Knoxville 
are raising endowment 
funds to reestablish the 
school’s Pride Center, defund-
ed by UT’s Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion two years ago.  

 
Riverview (MI) residents 

gathered to protest a con-
version therapy at the Metro 
City Church. According to a 
recent study in Pediatrics, al-
most three percent of students 
in ninth and eleventh grades 
are transgender or gender-
nonconforming. They also re-
ported worse mental and phys-
ical health than their class-
mates, likely because of bully-
ing and discrimination.  
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This year the media went wild over openly LGBTQ 
participants in the Winter Olympics with the most 
focus on gay Adam Rippon (right with out Brittany 
Bowe), winner of the bronze in the men’s freestyle 
part of the team figure skating event, and Gus Ken-
worthy (see p. 6). Bowe won her first 2018 medal, a 
bronze in speed skating with teammates Heather 
Bergsma, Mia Manganello, and Carlijn Schoutens—
the first U.S. woman to win a medal in the sport since 
2002. Bowe was also two-tenths of a second behind 
the bronze winner of the women’s 500-meter compe-
tition.  

 

LGBTQ athletes from outside the U.S. also 
made their mark. Netherlands speed skater 
bisexual Ireen Wüst (left) was the first out 
medal-winner at the 2018 winter Olympics 
with a silver in the women’s 3,000 meters. 
She lost the gold by only .08 seconds. She 
also won the gold in the 1,500m race. With 
five golds, four silvers, and a bronze, Wu st is 
the most medaled LGBTQ Olympian. 
 
 

Canadian Eric Radford (right) became the first openly 
gay athlete to win a gold medal in this year’s Olympics 
with his partner Meagan Duhamel in the men’s team fig-
ure skaters event. Radford had won a silver in 2014 be-
fore he came out. Australian diver Matthew Mitcham had 
become the first ever gay athlete to win an Olympic med-
al.  
 
Doug Mainwaring’s article at LifeSiteNews using figure 
skating to bash marriage equality received a funny back-
lash. He tried to point out that figure skating, in which 
three out gays participated, demonstrates the importance 
of opposite-gender relationships because that sport 
would disappear without “complementarity.” He argued 
that the gay athletes made a “choice” to skate with wom-
en because the event does not have that rule. Whether 
opposite-sex figure skating is or is not mandated, the ar-
gument falls apart with other sports—such as the two-
women bobsled event (right) and the team of five on 
men’s curling.  [Actually, the New York Times refers to 
the bobsled event as “two-man” bobsled competition.]  

LGBTQ Visible at Winter Olympics 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Gus Kenworthy, an Olympic silver medalist 
four years ago, broke his thumb during prac-
tice and didn’t collect any awards this year. 
But he won history with a photo showing 
him kissing his boyfriend before he hit the 
slopes in men’s ski slopestyle. This photo 
will be remembered more than his silver 
medal four years ago in men’s freestyle ski-
ing at Sochi (Russia).   
 

Thanks to Canada, LGBTQ athletes, fans, 
and allies had a home at the Olympics: 
the Canada Olympic House doubled as 
Pride House for the 2018 Winter Olym-
pics. During the Vancouver Olympics, 
visitor Blake Skellerup, a New Zealand 
speedskater, said it was his inspiration in 
coming out. [Right: Eric Radford’s proud 
sporting of his gold medal beside his 
Pride pin.] Ten out lesbians and five gays 
participated in these Olympics. https://
www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/out-
lgbtq-athletes-olympic-
wins_us_5a905764e4b0ee6416a2fff7  
 

Jamison Firestone, a British human rights lawyer, is 
organizing a boycott of Carnival because its ten 
cruise lines refuse to pull their fleets out of Bermuda, 
which has rescinded marriage equality. Fleets in-
clude Cunard, which runs the world’s largest ocean 
liner, P&O, and Princess. Companies registered in 
this British territory are not required to pay corpora-
tion tax but are required to fly Bermuda’s flag and 
abide by all its laws, stopping all same-gender mar-
riages on board ships with its flag. [Left: Firestone 
with his husband in the pink cummerbund.] 
 

Openly gay Brett Webb-Mitchell (left) is now the LGBTQ+ Advocacy 
Coordinator for the Oregon-Idaho Conference of the United Methodist, 
thanks to funding for the half-time position from the Collins Foundation. 
The denomination states that it does not accept lesbian and gay clergy, 
but it does accept transgender ministers. Two years ago, the Western 
Jurisdiction voted to elect the denomination's first openly gay bishop.  
[Thanks to PFLAG member Brenda Wills for the information.]  
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 

March 13, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Wel-
come!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

March 14, 6:00-8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting—The Two 
Spirit Tradition with Lisa Norton, Siletz Tribe mem-
ber—St.  Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport 

March 15: Deadline for PFLAG Scholarship applications  

March 21: LGBTQ/Trans 101 Workshop, LC Health 
Dept. 

March 25, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  

April 23-27: Upstander Week 

April 27: Day of Silence 
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a 
financial need for medical aid, housing, transporta-
tion, or food can apply. The maximum grant is 
$250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from oth-
er LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG 
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application. 

Media Matters:  
 
Charmed returns with three new witches, one the lesbian Mel Pruitt (Melanie 
Diaz) with the ability of time-freezing.  
 
Top Shelf Comix is publishing Erin Nations’ Gumballs, the first 
memoir comics by an out transgender cartoonist. The anthology 
by the Portland (OR) resident) addresses aspects of gender 
identity and transition.  
 

 

The Library of Congress has named Jacqueline Woodson as its 
sixth National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature. She re-
places author-illustrator Gene Luen Yang, who finished his two-
year term as Ambassador on January 9, 2018. Woodson’s platform 
is “Reading=Hope x Change.” She lives in Brooklyn with her part-
ner, Juliet Widoff, and their 15-year-old daughter, Toshi, and son, 
Jackson Leroi.   

PFLAG Scholarship 
 

OCC PFLAG is giving up to four 
scholarships for $250-$1000 for post-
secondary education upon completion 
of high school or equivalent to honor 
and encourage Lincoln County resident 
students for their service to the LGBQ 
community.  

Deadline: March 15, 2018 [For 
more information and application, con-
tact: PO Box 2172, Newport, OR 97365; 
(541)265-7194; pflagocc@gmail.com] 
 

Valentine’s Day 2018 was also the 
second year commemorating Glit-
ter+Ash, the Christian LGBTQ version of 
Ash Wednesday when Roman Catholics 
and other Christians wear the sign of 
the cross made from ashes on their fore-
heads. Traditional ashes are mixed with 
glitter to present the traditional symbol 
of repentance with solidarity for mar-
ginalized populations—the reality of 
death and suffering with a message of 
hope.  
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


