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Parents, Families, and 
Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays promotes the health 
and well- being of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, and 
trans-gender persons, 
their families, and their 
friends through 
SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
EDUCATION  to enlight-
en an ill-informed public 
ADVOCACY to end dis-
crimination and secure 
equal civil rights. 

A transgender person can legally change their sex 
to “nonbinary,” according to a ruling from 
Multnomah County Circuit Judge Amy Holmes 
Hehn. This decision in Oregon is the first in the 
United States although a French high court per-
mitted a resident to register as gender neutral.  

Oregon Governor Talks About Being  Bisexual 
 

Oregon’s governor, Kate Brown, is 
bisexual—the first and only openly 
LGBT governor in the nation—and she 
talked about her personal life during a 
commencement address at Willamette 
University last month. Describing her 
experiences as a new lawyer in the 
1980s, she said that she was terrified of 
losing her job if it was discovered that 
she was dating a woman. “I wanted to 
share that because people don’t always 
appear as they seem,” she said.  

Brown was publicly outed in the mid-1990s when The 
Oregonian published a story about LGBT legislators. After 
the story broke, she was forced to tell her parents the truth 
when they flew from Minnesota to talk to Brown. Her par-
ents told her that it would be easier if she were a lesbian. 

In the legislature, Brown served on a committee with 
all other members being white, male, and presumably 
straight. She said, “They didn’t know what it felt like to be 
afraid to go to work.” Members of her Senate caucus told 
bisexual jokes in front of her.  

Being out is important and requires courage, accord-
ing to Brown. She praised Willamette Bearcats football play-
er Conner Mertens for coming out in 2014.  

Soon after Brown was sworn in as governor, she re-
ceived a letter from a young bisexual in Indiana. “They felt 
like my coming out gave them a reason to live, like there’s 
other people out there like me,” Brown said.  



2 

Love Conquers Hate at the La De Da Parade  
This year’s PFLAG contingent in the Yachats La De Da Parade on 
July 4 will use the theme “Remember Orlando/Love Conquers 
Hate.” Everyone is invited to march with PFLAG members. Gather  
at 11:00 am at the Yachats Chamber of Commerce, 241 US-101 
(west of Highway 101 and south of Third Street). It’s a great chance 
to show off your rainbow gear! The march will replace the usual 
PFLAG meeting. Below are photographs from last year’s parade.  

[Upper left and below: Portland Gay Pride, thanks to photographer Ann Hubard; bottom  
left: Love hits the London pride parade when a gay bobby proposed. They were one of two 
gay couples to be engaged during the parade where another bobby proposed.] 

 
 
 
The future of 
LGBT rights 
in the U.S. 

through the 
eyes of a 

small child! 
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Politics on Our Side 
Chicago (IL):  Transgender people in Chica-
go will be able to use a public bathroom that 
corresponds to their gender identity under 
an ordinance passed by the city’s aldermen. 
 

New York City: It’s official! President 
Obama has dedicated the first LGBT na-
tional monument, the Stonewall National 
Monument that includes the Stonewall Inn, 
Christopher Park across the street in Man-
hattan’s Greenwich Village, and surround-
ing streets and sidewalks—all site of the 
1969 Stonewall Uprising credited for begin-
ning the modern LGBT rights movement. 
The monument is approximately 7.7 acres. 
 

New York City: The Big Apple has become 
the first city in the nation with a govern-
ment-led campaign affirming the right of 
transgender people to use the restroom that 
best corresponds with the gender identity 
through print and television advertisements 
that will appear in subway cars, phone 
booths, multilingual newspapers and on 
television and social media. 
 

Honolulu: California couple Courtney Wil-
son and Taylor Guerrero were awarded 
$80,000 after off-duty cop Bobby Harrison 
assaulted and arrested them in 2015 be-
cause Wilson kissed Guerro on her cheek at 
a Foodlands grocery story. The charge of 
felony assault against a police officer was 
dropped five months later, but the couple 
was forced to stay in Honolulu for that time 
while they slept in a park. Foodlands settled 
on $10,000 for them. Harrison “retired” 
from the police force. The couple has sepa-
rated, and Guerrero stayed in Hawaii. 
 

Pittsburgh (PA): The public school system 
has enacted a nondiscrimination policy that 
outlines the rights, protections, and support 
systems schools must provide for 
transgender students. 
 
[Right: NYPD takes “pride” in LGBT rights.] 

Alabama: U.S. District Judge Callie 
Granade has ordered a permanent ban on 
enforcement of state laws to block same-
gender marriage.  
 
Arkansas: Arkansas’ highest court will hear 
a lawsuit over whether married same-sex 
couples can have the names of both spouses 
on their children’s birth certificate without 
a court order after Pulaski County Judge 
Tim Fox struck down part of the state’s 
birth certificate law as unconstitutional.  
 
Massachusetts: GOP Gov. Charlie Baker has 
signed the bill to ban discrimination in pub-
lic accommodations on the basis of gender 
identity, bringing the state in line with 18 
others that offer civil rights protection to 
the LGBT community. 
 
Virginia: The 4th Circuit Court refused to 
rehear the case of a Gloucester County 
transgender high school student who won 
his suit against his school board for dis-
criminatory bathroom policies. Last April’s 
ruling was the first time that a federal ap-
peals court supported Title IX protections 
for transgender students’ rights to use sex-
segregated facilities consistent with their 
gender identity. 
 
Canada: Government-provided health care 
will now cover transition procedures for 
transgender people. Laws covering birth 
certificate changes will also be changed to 
allow changes that affirm gender identities 
of transgender people.  
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Evidencing concern about trans students having the 
rights to use bathrooms that match their gender identities, 
Duke Rider wrote a letter to the local News-Times 
(6/3/16) stating that he “wants to hear from Democrats 
who support this nonsense” from President Obama’s 
“executive order.” Jeanne St.John complied in this letter 
(6/8/16). Below is an excerpt; the complete letter is here: 
https://centraloregoncoastnow.com/2016/06/08/
democrats-want-a-country-ruled-by-fair-laws/ 

 
“This is not an executive order, nor a change in actu-

al law. It is a Justice Department letter summarizing the 
Title IX obligations of schools regarding transgender stu-
dents. This guidance does not add requirements, but in-
forms districts about their existing legal obligations under 
Title IX (1972) that prohibits sex discrimination in educa-
tional programs and activities for recipients of federal 
funds. This prohibition encompasses discrimination based 
on a student’s gender identity, including transgender sta-
tus. The full letter of guidance can be found at the follow-
ing link: https://www.justice.gov/opa/ fi le/850986/
download    

“In other words, this guidance was intended to re-
duce discrimination against LGBT children. I don’t see 
how that is different from protecting Irish, Catholic, Afri-
can-American, Hispanic, or Jewish students from discrim-
ination, as enlightened people have always tried to do as a 
matter of simple fairness, even in the ‘good old days.’”   

 
Thanks, Jeanne! 
 
 

Justice Department Sued for Discrimination Documents 
 

A gay rights group is suing the Justice Department 
for failing to produce hundreds of pages of documents re-
lated to a 1953 order signed by President Dwight Eisen-
hower that empowered federal agencies to investigate and 
fire employees thought to be gay. Executive Order 10450 
led to the firing of between 7,000 and 10,000 suspected 
“homosexuals” in just the 1950s.  

The Mattachine Society requested documents in 
January 2013, including all correspondence involving 
Warren Burger, the senior Justice Department official as-
signed to helping enforce the order. Burger later become 
chief justice of the Supreme Court. The Mattachine presi-
dent said that more than 800 documents have been 
turned over, but 891 have been withheld, including any 
records related to Burger. 

From the PFLAG Co-Founder  - Salt Lake City is honoring 
Harvey Milk by renaming a 
street after him. 

 
Ministers in The Church of 

Scotland, a Presbyterian de-
nomination, now have permis-
sion to be married—although 
they can’t conduct same-
gender weddings.  

 
ALA Fights Discrimination 

 

To protest discrimination, 
the American Library Associa-
tion has withdrawn two confer-
ences from Charlotte (NC).  

The first one was the 2016 
ALSC (Children’s Division) Na-
tional Institute originally 
scheduled in mid-September.  

ALA’s Special Library Asso-
ciation also moved its 2018 be-
cause of North Carolina’s dis-
criminatory laws against LGBT 
people.  

The national library associ-
ation has always been support-
ive of the LGBT community. 
This month, its headquarters 
flew the rainbow flag to com-
memorate the tragic Orlando 
killings and gay pride month in 
June.   
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Each year, 30 Queer Heroes by Gay & Lesbian Ar-
chives of the Pacific Northwest (GLAPN) selects 
“30 Queer Heroes NW” to honor for Pride Month. 
OCC PFLAG newsletter editor, Nel Ward, was cho-
sen as one of the 30 for 2016. Following is the in-
formation that will be included on a poster and 
then posted on GLAPN’s website. http://
www.glapn.org/9060QueerHeroesMain.html 
Jeanne St.John was one of  last year’s 30 when she 
was OCC PFLAG President . 

 

Nel Ward got statewide attention in 2014 
when she went into a Newport, Oregon, middle 
school, in 2014 and paid all of the past-due school 
lunch accounts.* 

Nel is a retired teacher and school librarian 
who moved to Lincoln County with her partner, Sue Hardesty, about 23 years ago. They 
opened a bed and breakfast and a bookstore.  

Nel has served as director of the local preview center for youth books, donating many 
thousands of books to Lincoln County libraries and classrooms and annually publishing 
hundreds of reviews of youth-oriented books.  

The two women became active with the local lesbian group (CLASS) in hosting pot-
lucks. In a recurring theme for Nel, she and Sue published a monthly newsletter for the 
group. They were awarded the Lincoln County CAN award for their contributions to the les-
bian community. Nel and Sue also co-edited the butch cook book, which won national 
recognition; and Nel followed that by editing The Femme Cook Booklet.  

Nel’s first experience in local politics was campaigning against the Oregon Citizens 
Alliance Measure 9, in 1992, and that experience led her to run for city council as an out les-
bian in 1994. Through her affiliation with the National Organization for Women, she helped 
write and actively supported the implementation of an anti-harassment policy for the New-
port schools.  

Almost seven years ago, Nel started writing and publishing the monthly Central Coast 
PFLAG newsletter that includes national and international news and politics, action items, 
and pieces about people who change LGBT life for the better. 

 

*Thanks to Rep. David Gomberg, the Oregon legislature expanded the free lunch pro-
gram to include students who currently qualify for reduced-price lunch. Students in this 
category will no longer be humiliated by being turned away from a full lunch in school. 

 

[Note from Nel’s partner, Sue: The American Library Association's Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender  Round Table honored Nel with the Boa Award  for co-founding  
two prestigious committees—The Rainbow Project, an annual list of the best children's 
LGBT books (http://www.glbtrt.ala.org/rainbowbooks/), and Over the Rainbow Project, an 
annual list for the best adult LGBT books (http://www.glbtrt.ala.org/overtherainbow/). She 
has chaired the GLBT News Committee, responsible for the new GLBTRT blog, GLBT News, 
(http://www.glbtrt.ala.org/) and the Reviews Committee (http://www.glbtrt.ala.org/
reviews/).  Nel is  presently chair of the ALA Stonewall Awards committee which annually 
selects the best LGBT literature (http://www.ala.org/glbtrt/award). Nel also writes a pro-
gressive blog: nelsnewday.wordpress.com]  

Nel Ward Picked for a ‘Queer Hero’ 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Erin O'Flaherty, 23, has become the first openly lesbi-
an contestant in the Miss America contest. Miss Mis-
souri will compete in the scholarship pageant on Sep-
tember 11 in Atlantic City.  

Nayyef Hrebid and Btoo Allami 
(left) are subjects of the documen-
tary Out of Iraq, which follows 
their 12-year relationship. Fearing 
persecution in their home country, 
Hrebid gained a visa to the U.S. in 
2009 and spent six years trying to 
rescue Allami, who finally gained 
asylum in Vancouver (BC) in 2013. 

Two years later he was granted a visa to live in the U.S. with Hrebid. They hope their film 
will spread awareness about the plight of LGBT Iraqis and the difficulty of obtaining refu-
gee status based on sexual orientation.  
 
Because of Imran Yousuf, bouncer at the Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando, dozens of people are still 
alive today. He used his training as a Marine who 
served in Afghanistan to identify the threat and 
acted while people around him froze. He man-
aged to open an exit where 60 to 70 people es-
caped. His military training has a similarity to 
the surprise attack in Orlando. A Hindu, Yousuf 
survived and was named Honorary Grand Mar-
shal at the Houston gay pride parade.  
 

 
 

Fifty people composing a 
heart shape stand vigil 
for the 50 people who 

died in the tragic mur-
ders during the early  

morning hours of June 12 
at the Pulse nightclub in 

Orlando (FL).  
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PFLAG and student GSAs are in-
terested in providing Trans 101 and 
LGBT+ panel presentations to local 
groups. Presentations explain the five 
dimensions of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (sex assigned at birth, 
gender identity, gender expression, 
physical attraction and emotional at-
traction). It uses the gender unicorn 
image (http://www.transstudent.org/
gender). 

A $25-100 donation will cover ex-
penses.  Thus far this year, the group 
has presented to middle school stu-
dents, college students, and the KYAQ 
radio show. Others are scheduled for 
law enforcement, city agencies, and 
foster parents in the near future. 

 

PFLAG wishes to thank Ineka Es-
tabrook, PFLAG Chair, and the new 
team of LGBTQ high school teens who 
were guests on KYAQ for an in-depth 
presentation on LGBTQ 101. Young 
people were Cassidy Brown, new New-
port High School GSA president with 
Serenity Garcia and Violet Aralyn, 
young adult transgender women in the 
community (Toledo and Lincoln City).  

As always, students did an excel-
lent job of helping others understand 
the different dimensions of human 
sexuality and then talked about how 
their own gender identity or sexual ori-
entation has impacted their lives. They 
are intelligent, well-informed, and 
honest about their life experiences. 

 

About 50 people met at the Don 
Davis Pavilion (Newport) on June 14 
to hold a vigil for the people who were 
murdered and injured in Orlando at 
the Pulse nightclub on June 12. Linda 
Aguirre and Virginia Gibbs read the 
names of those who died. Many thanks 
to Monica Kirk for organizing the com-
memoration. 

 

Coos Bay’s first Gay Pride on Oc-
tober 14-16: information at Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/
southernoregoncoastpride/ 

OCC PFLAG Calendar 

July 4, 11:00 pm: Yachats La De Da Parade. (Meet at 
the Chamber of Commerce. Information on p. 2.) 

July 6, 7:00 pm: Trans Support Group and Trans Par-
ents Support Group—Atonement Lutheran Church, 
2315 N. Coast Hwy., Newport (Go to the back of the 
church and down the steps.) 

July 12, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Wel-
come!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

July 24, 11:00 am: OUT OR Coast Women’s Coffee - 
Café Mundo, Newport 

August 8-12: Peace Village 

August 21: PFLAG Annual Picnic  - more in next 
newsletter  

October 14-16: Coos Bay first Gay Pride! 

 
Please send information about experiences with 
the local law enforcement to Ineka Estabrook at 
inekae@gmail.com. OCC PFLAG is following up 
on a complaint registered with the Newport Po-
lice Department.  

*   *   *   *   *    
The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as LGBT+ 
(or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a financial 
need for medical aid, housing, transportation, or food 
can apply. The maximum grant is $250.  Much of the 
Grant’s resources come from other LGBT+ people 
and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG OCC at pflag-
occ@gmail.com for an application. 

 

U.S. Military Service Soon Open to All LGBT People 
 

Independence Day 2016 may see the complete 
demolishment of the wall against LGBT people serv-
ing in the military. Officials at the Department of De-
fense have indicated that a repeal of the ban on open 
transgender military service could be announced be-
fore July 4. Lesbians and gays have been permitted 
to openly serve beginning on September 20, 2011. 
The plan would direct each branch of the armed ser-
vices over a one-year period to implement new poli-
cies affecting recruiting, housing and uniforms for 
transgender troops. 
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities. 

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 
 
 

 
 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
P.O. Box 2172 
Newport, Oregon  97365 
 
 
 
  


