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PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

 

Defense Secretary James Mattis announced that 
transgender troops in the military are allowed to serve 

pending the results of a study “which will contain the 
steps that will promote military readiness, lethality, and 
unit cohesion, with due regard for budgetary constraints 

and consistent with applicable law.” 
 

Background on p. 5.  

Taking Action 
 

After threatening to remove all transgender service 
members from the military, Donald Trump has signed an or-
der to prevent transgender people from joining the military 
and to stop payment for gender confirmation surgeries for 
military members. Transgender service members are in limbo 
because Defense Secretary Jim Mattis can tell any transgender 
military members that they cannot stay in the service. You can 
protest Trump’s actions here or search the internet for other 
petitions: https://act.credoaction.com/sign/trans_troops?
t=2&akid=24653%2E1033482%2EPjqiIF 

 

Equality PAC is a reputable organization asking for do-
nations to  help fight Trump’s order against trans people in 
the military: http://go.fightforequality.org/Donate 

 
Ban conversion therapy: http://go.fightforequality.org/

page/s/stop-conversion-therapy?
source=MS_EM_PET_2017.07.30_B1_Conversion-
Therapy_X__F1_S1_C1__ns  

 
Protest pays! United Health Care has apologized for 

denying medication to prevent HIV transmission because the 
patient was gay and planning to engage in “high risk homosex-
ual behavior,” according to the insurance company. The com-
pany will no longer mandate pre-authorization requirements, 
restrict drug prescriptions to mail-in only, and check whether 
the patient is gay, straight, or bisexual. 

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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From Bethany Grace Howe ... 

Monica Kirk relocated to Lincoln County from Portland with her wife Robin after a career with 
the EPA. As a  newly-minted pro bono attorney with the Portland Office of the Victims Rights 
Law Center in November, she will be able to provide free legal services to transgender people. 
Her legal practice will be limited to assignments made through the Victims Rights Law Center, 
but she can help assault survivors with changes to gender marker documents such as birth 
certificates, driver licenses, social security passports, and Oregon identification cards in Lin-
coln County. To contact Monica, email pflagocc@gmail.com  

• • • 
From GayStarNews: “Former BBC journalist, Liz MacKean, 
who broke the news of the shocking torture of gay men in 
Russia, has died. She died at the age of 52 after a sudden 
stroke, reports the BBC. Liz and her partner of 22 years, 
Donna Rowlands, had two children. The couple married as 
soon as the law allowed. MacKean worked on Channel 4’s 
Dispatches program, where she produced the ground-
breaking documentary, Hunted.” Her work is available on 
YouTube by searching for “Liz McLean BBC.” 

• • • 
On a personal note, this is my first newsletter as an actual correspondent. Yes, they were nice 
enough to list me last time, but it was rather like being the best golfer in Siberia. It didn’t mean 
much because I didn’t have much to do—a rarity in my life as a Lincoln City parent and doctor-
al student at the University of Oregon. That said, it’s nice to be slowed by the simple act of re-
porting for the newsletter. For though it’s a small thing, it’s a powerful one. A reminder that 
even though there seem to be very large, negative forces in the world, it’s small ones like this 
that give some hope for the future. 

 
 

Basic Rights Oregon Statewide Leadership Summit 

Saturday, October 7, 2017, 9 am-5 pm 

Unitarian Universalist Church, Eugene; Registration $20 

An update on the legal landscape from Mat dos Santos, Legal Director of ACLU of Oregon, 

and the fight to defend immigrants from Andrea Williams, Executive Director of Causa Ore-

gon with an Oregon update from Basic Rights Oregon Co-Executive Directors Nancy Haque 

and Amy Herzfeld-Copple. Guest speaker Jennicet Gutiérrez, founding member of La Famil-

ia: Trans Queer Liberation Movement with much of her activist work supporting trans wom-

en detained for their immigration status. Also workshops. More information: https://

equalityfederation.salsalabs.com/o/35028/p/salsa/event/common/public/?event_KEY=3944  

 

PFLAG National Biennial Convention: We Are the Change 

October 20 -22, 2017 

Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront, 1401 SW Naito Parkway, Portland, OR 97201 

https://www.pflag.org/2017convention   
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Politics on Our Side 
Iowa:  A three-county House district voted 
against transphobia when voters elected 
Democrat Phil Miller by ten points over his 
GOP opponent, Travis Harris, in the same dis-
trict that supported Donald Trump over Hil-
lary Clinton by a 21.3 percent margin less 
than a year ago. The GOP had attacked Miller 
about transgender bathrooms because, as a 
school board president, he had voted to re-
tain a policy allowing transgender students’ 
use of gender-preferred facilities in accord-
ance with state law and federal guidelines.  
 

Florida:  The U.S. Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission found in favor of Jessica 
Shyne Robison, a transgender employee at 
Sam’s Club in Tampa. After she filed a com-
plaint for harassment by a supervisor be-
cause of her transitioning, she was disci-
plined and demoted, despite previous pro-
motions. The parent company, Walmart, also 
refused coverage for gender-confirmation 
expenses in her health care policy. That ex-
clusion for coverage, even care determined 
medically necessary, was removed 1/1/17. 
The EEOC established that her rights were 
violated under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Walmart recently settled a class ac-
tion lawsuit brought by former and current 
gay and lesbian employees denied health in-
surance coverage for their spouses. The 
EEOC has consistently maintained that Title 
VII applies to gender identity/sexual orienta-
tion discrimination. The current Department 
of Justice disagrees.  
 

Minnesota:  The publicly financed Nova Clas-
sical Academy charter school in St. Paul has 
settled a complaint with the city’s Depart-
ment of Human Rights and Equal Economic 
Opportunity for $120,000 after findings gave 
parents the right to sue the school on behalf 
of their transgender seven-year-daughter 
who enrolled in the school in 2015. The 
school had refused to stop classmates’ bully-
ing, clarify its uniform policy, and support the 

parents and child in the community. David 
and Hannah Edwards have withdrawn their 
daughter from the school, but part of the set-
tlement mandates revised school policies and 
practices to support transgender and gender-
nonconforming students.  
 

Texas: “Potty police” bathroom bills died—at 
least for now—after the state House ended 
its special legislative session. Moderate 
House Republicans blocked  bills discriminat-
ing against transgender people which would 
cost the state $5.6 billion by 2026 if they 
went into law. One bill would have required 
use of restrooms, showers and locker rooms 
in public schools and other state and local 
government facilities based on the sex on 
their birth certificate. Texas legislature won’t 
meet again until January 8, 2019.   
 

United States: The Department of Justice 
(DOJ) has filed a brief defending the rights of 
transgender inmates to be in facilities corre-
sponding with their gender identity. Four 
women in Texas seek an injunction to keep 
them in their current facilities instead of a 
prison for men. The 2012 Prison Rape Elimi-
nation Act Regulations by the DOJ require 
consideration of transgender and intersex 
inmates’ health and safety in prison.  
 

United States: After a five-year legal fight, 
Judge Royce C. Lamberth, D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, has ordered the FBI to release all 
papers related to the Eisenhower order to 
fire gay and lesbian employees in the federal 
government. The purge continued until 1975, 
but discrimination continued until Bill Clin-
ton‘s 1998 executive order banning discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation in the fed-
eral workforce and Barack Obama‘s 2014 
executive order banning discrimination 
based on gender identity in the federal work-
force. In charge of enforcing Eisenhower’s 
order was Warren Burger who later became 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  
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Mass incarceration excessively entraps women, espe-
cially those of color who live in poverty. SONG, the queer 
liberation group Southerners on New Ground, took action. 
In weeks they raised over $200,000 in their Black Mamas 
Mother's Day Bail Out campaign to free 64 black women 
from jails in the South who didn’t have money for bail. Some 
of them had been there for far over a year.  

The success of this project led to “Black August,” anoth-
er campaign to raise bail money for black women and black 
trans people in jail. The month commemorates the struggle 
against black abuse in California’s Soledad prison when 
guards put black inmate activists into the prison yard with 
white supremacists. During their fights on January 13, 1970, 
guards shot the black leaders and let them bleed to death in 
the prison yard. An all-white jury deemed the killings justi-
fied, two black inmates were charged with the subsequent 
killing of a guard. On August 7, 1970, a rescue of two in-
mates during their trail failed, but the inmates were acquit-
ted of the murder charges.  

In 1979, San Quentin prisoner activists commemorated 
“Black August” to publicize prison protests and other events 
in history, beginning with the first slave-ship to Jamestown 
(VA) in August 1619.  

Trans people are four times as likely to live in poverty 
as others in the U.S. and are at high risk for assault and other 
violence in jails and prisons. Women are 35 percent more 
likely to live in poverty as men. 

 

Sundance Film 
Winner, Released 
in November  

 

Sundance ac-
claimed film Call Me by 
Your Name won’t be 
released until Novem-
ber 24, 2017, but peo-
ple can watch trailers 
from the 130-minute film now. Based on Andre  Aciman’s 
book of the same name, it features an Italian teenage boy, 
Elio, who falls for an American student, Oliver, who comes 
to help Elio’s father. http://www.vulture.com/2017/08/all-
the-gifs-you-need-from-the-call-me-by-your-name-
trailer.html   

Queer Group Bails Out Black Women, 
Transgender People in Poverty 

 

News Bits  

 
Three former U.S. Surgeons 

General—Joycelyn Elders, David 
Satcher, and Richard Carmona—
have called for prevention of  
irreversible medical procedures 
performed on intersex infants or 
young children who cannot con-
sent to the surgery.  

 
A new study has found that 

more than half of parents in the 
US would support their teenag-
er’s request to transition. 

 
Camp Laurel in California 

has been holding free summer 
camps during the past 25 years 
for young people with HIV/
AIDS. Last July, they held a camp 
for another vulnerable popula-
tion—transgender youth. Fifty 
10– to 17-year-olds attended in 
the camp’s first year. Boeing and 
Nordstrom are two of the many 
corporate donors to the Laurel 
Foundation.   

 
A transgender day camp ca-

ters to 4- to 12-year-olds in El 
Cerrito (CA). In its third year, 
participants have come from as 
far as Africa. Older youth can 
attend Camp Kickin’ It. http://
www.campkickinit.com/    

 
Sport leaders on our side! 

Oakland Athletics outfielder 
Matt Joyce was suspended for 
two games after he shouted an 
anti-gay slur at a fan in Ana-
heim. He is also required to take 
part in a PFLAG outreach initia-
tive; his lost $54,000  in salary 
will be donated to PFLAG.  
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Chile: President Michelle Bachelet has introduced a bill to legalize marriage equality. The na-
tion’s civil union law went into effect in 2015. South American countries Argentina, Brazil, Co-
lombia and Uruguay have already legalized same-
gender marriage. 
 
United Kingdom: Each of Britain's armed forces 
criticized Donald Trump’s tweets calling for 
transgender people to be thrown out of the U.S. mil-
itary. The UK Ministry of Defense stated, “All LGBT 
members of our armed forces play a vital role in 
keeping our nation safe.” [Right: UK Houses of Par-
liament celebrates LGBT Pride.] 
 

U.S. Transgender Military Members Face Possible Discrimination, Expulsion 
 

A month after Donald Trump tweeted that he would ban transgender people from all 
parts of the military, he issued a memo to the Pentagon to formalize his order. His excuse was 
the $8.4 million—max!—cost of transgender military members for gender confirmation sur-
gery. More expensive, however, is the $80 million that taxpayers pay for erectile dysfunction 
medication in the military. Replacement of transgender people can be $960 million, an average 
of $75,000 to recruit and train 12,800 people. The cost could be higher to pay people to find, 
discharge, and field lawsuits by transgender service members.  

Donald Trump’s tweets against transgender service members met a severe backlash. 
After Trump rejected transgender people in all parts of the military, several cities—including 
those in Texas, Colorado, and Ohio—invited dismissed transgender service members to apply 
for their police forces. Austin, San Diego, Seattle, and other cities already have openly serving 
transgender officers.  

Admiral Paul Zukunft, the Commandant of the United States Coast Guard, followed 
Donald Trump’s tweets about throwing transgender people out of the military by saying to 
those serving under his command, “I will not turn my back. We have made an investment in 
you, and you have made an investment in the Coast Guard, and I will not break faith.” Fifty-six 
retired generals and admirals also issued a public statement disagreeing with Trump’s tweets.  

 

“This proposed ban, if implemented, would cause significant disruptions, deprive the 
military of mission-critical talent, and compromise the integrity of transgender troops who 
would be forced to live a lie, as well as non-transgender peers who would be forced to choose 
between reporting their comrades or disobeying policy. As a result, the proposed ban would 
degrade readiness even more than the failed ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ policy. Patriotic transgender 
Americans who are serving — and who want to serve — must not be dismissed, deprived of 
medically necessary health care, or forced to compromise their integrity or hide their identity.” 

 

In an early August poll, 69 percent thought that transgender people should stay in the 
military if they can do their job; only 22 percent wanted them removed. Eighteen other coun-
tries accept transgender service members.  

Transgender military members have been legally and openly serving in the U.S. for over 
a year. Lambda Legal and OutServe-SLDN have filed a federal lawsuit challenging the constitu-
tionality of the Trump’s ban on military service by transgender individuals. 

Politics around the World 



6 

People Who Make a Difference 
James Hoagland, aka drag persona Miss Gigi Mon-
roe, received Juneau’s Mayor’s Achievement in the 
Arts from his building community. [Gigi (left)read 
children’s classics to over 100 adults, teenagers and 
children on June 14 in Juneau’s Douglas Public Li-
brary at its first-ever Drag Queen Story Hour.]  
 
Aww!  Patrick Huber 
(right) proposed to 
boyfriend Jimmy 

Sjödin, a former Olympic diver from Sweden who competed in 
the 1996 Summer Games, on a surprise getaway. They drove a 
scenic route from their home in Munich through the Italian Alps 
to Venice, Italy. [Right: The moment of surprise. More photos 
here. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/olympic-diver-
proposal-venice_us_599c69b6e4b06a788a2c311a]   
 
Former Navy surgeon Dr. Christine McGinn (below) said that 
she will provide free gender confirmation surgery for the patients 
she has already scheduled for these operations. The transgender 
woman was once nominated for the Navy’s flight surgeon of the 
year award. She said, “If the commander-in-chief won’t take care 
of our veterans, our veterans will.”  

 

Jennifer Detlefsen, a glass artist living in Vir-
ginia, called Donald Trump a “disgrace”—and 
several other less repeatable names—after he 
rejected transgender military service mem-
bers. A Navy veteran who served in the deep 
sea bomb disposal unit, Detlefsen is the daugh-
ter of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. http://
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4826940/
Trump-cabinet-secretary-s-daughter-blasts-
transgender-ban.html 

 

Transgender Trystan Reece gave birth to 
his first child, Leo Murray Chaplow, on 
July 14 in Portland (OR). Reece and his 
husband, Biff Chaplow, have been togeth-
er for seven years. They extended their 
family several years ago when they adopt-
ed Chaplow’s one-year-old niece and three
-year-old nephew in 2011. The family’s 
adventures can be followed on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/biffandi/  
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LGBTQ Events 
 

With school starting, PFLAG mem-
bers are returning to provide training and 
help for LGBTQ students. Dawna McLain, 
Bethany Howe, Jeanne St.John, and stu-

dents will lead presentations of LGBT 

101, Trans 101, and Bully Basics for 
the staff of Toledo High School on Octo-
ber 31 and for the Children’s Advocacy 

Center staff on September 12. Other 

school workshops are planned. The 
PFLAG board will meet on September 20 
(10:00 am)  followed by LGBT Task 
Force (12:00).   

The workshop team will also present 
LGBT 101 and Welcoming Church in-
formation for St. James/Santiago Epis-
copal Church congregation (Lincoln 
City).  

 

The annual AIDS Walk Portland is 
a family-focused fundraiser for the Cas-
cade Aids Project. The 2.4-mile event in-
cludes entertainment for adults and kids. 
Check-in is at 11:00 am on September 9, 
followed by a program and the beginning 
of the walk at 1:00 pm. Registration is 
$10. http://aidswalkportland.org/   

 

The domain name Gay.com, launched 
20 years ago and popular with rural 
LGBTQ people, was donated to the LA 
LGBT Community Center. Owner VS Media 
was not using the domain name, valued at 
$6.9 million, that gets 200,000 visitors a 
month. 

OCC PFLAG Calendar 

September 9, 11:00 am: AIDS Walk Portland—NW 

11th & Overton  

September 12, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All 
Welcome!—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

September 13, 6:00-8:00 pm: PFLAG Meeting—HIV/
AIDS Update—St.  Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport  

September 24, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  

October 1, 2:00-4:00 pm: NOW Annual Celebration of 
Women—Performing Arts Center, Newport 

October 7, 9 am-5 pm: Basic Rights Oregon Statewide 
Leadership Summit—Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Eugene (See p. 2 for information) 

October 20-22: PFLAG National Convention—Portland 
Marriott Downtown Waterfront, 1401 SW Naito Park-
way, https://www.pflag.org/2017convention   

 
 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emer-
gency or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln 
County. Individuals of any age who identify as 
LGBT+ (or their caregivers) and who demonstrate a 
financial need for medical aid, housing, transporta-
tion, or food can apply. The maximum grant is 
$250.  Much of the Grant’s resources come from oth-
er LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Contact PFLAG 
OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an application. 

Media Matters:  
 

Time has released a great four-minute video of the role played 
by transgender people in the past 70 years to create change in 
the United States. http://www.care2.com/causes/watch-this-
stunning-video-on-the-history-of-trans-rights-in-the-us.html    
 

PFLAG and 3M collaborated on a video highlighting the im-
portance--and meaning--of parental acceptance for LGBTQ peo-
ple. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKaSm3G_A9k   
 

Bob the Drag Queen, winner of RuPaul’s Drag Race’ Season 8, has been transformed into a comic 
book character, the Kickass Drag Queen.  https://www.instagram.com/kickassdragqueen/   
 

When Roseanne returns to ABC next year, the sitcom will have a gender creative child whose 
mother, Darlene, will be played by openly lesbian Sara Gilbert. 
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


