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OCCPRIDE/ 

PFLAG promotes the health 
and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual, and 
transgender persons, their 
families, and their friends 
through 
 
 

SUPPORT to cope with an 
adverse society  
 

EDUCATION  to enlighten 
an ill-informed public 
 

ADVOCACY to end discrim-
ination and secure equal 
civil rights. 

 

October 11 is National Coming Out Day! 
 

This day was originally celebrated by private and public peo-
ple declaring themselves as LGBTQ to raise awareness. It has 
become more of a  holiday with participants wearing pride 
symbols such as pink triangles and rainbow flags.  
 

Honoring this tradition, OCC PFLAG October 10 meeting 
(see calendar on p. 7 for details) is Annual Coming Out 
Party where people share stories and wisdom about on-
going and lifetime coming out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See  p. 7 for more about the “Sunday of Love” on October 21. 

 

Take Action 
 
Charlie Craggs wants people to sign his petition protest-

ing Unicode’s refusal to grant an emoji for the trans flag 
although it has approved a lobster emoji to keep people from 
confusion with shrimp or crab. Craggs says that trans people 
deserve the same rights as lobsters—which can be Gynandro-
morphs with both male and female characteristics. Until the 
trans flag has been accepted, Craggs has adopted the lobster 
as a trans symbol.  https://www.change.org/p/unicode-
unicode-google-and-facebook-why-is-there-still-no-trans-flag-
emoji?utm_source=embedded_petition_view  

 
A good source for LGBTQ books: http://

guides.library.unlv.edu/LGBTQIA/youngadultliterature 

mailto:pflagocc@gmail.com
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LGBTQ Visuals to Delight Believers in Justice 

Queer Eye‘s Jonathan Van 
Ness (right) wore a sheer 
dress to the red carpet at the 
70th Primetime Creative Arts 
Emmy Awards in Los Angeles 
this weekend. The Creative 
Arts Emmy Awards recognize 
the more technical aspects of 
American television, like 
sound, cinematography, and 
set decorators. Queer Eye took  
three Creative Arts Emmys: 
Outstanding Structured Reali-
ty Program, Outstanding Pic-
ture Editing for a Structured 
or Competition Reality Pro-
gram, and Outstanding Cast-
ing for a Reality Program.   

A gay couple stole a baby from a straight couple 
doing a bad job of parenting after a female with 
a child went to get a bath. The father was in 
charge, but he left the chick. The gay couple 
took the baby, and the father ignored the situa-
tion. The story occurred at Denmark’s Odense 
Zoo, and the participants were penguins. The 
zookeeper returned the baby to its parents and 
gave the gay couple an egg from a single mother 
unable to incubate the egg. 

 
Local activist Nancy Mead took delight in Maple-
wood (NJ) making rainbow sidewalks permanent 
on a busy intersection. She exclaimed, “This is 
where my son and his family live!”   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Evangelical preacher Franklin Graham, son of 
Billy Graham, met protests during  his visit to 
Blackpool, England for his hateful comments 
about women, Muslims, and LGBTQ people. The 
council also lighted Blackpool Tower in rainbow 
lights.  
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Politics on Our Side 
California: The first state has passed legisla-
tion that non-consensual intersex medical 
interventions are an abuse of human rights. 
The law calls on the medical industry to delay 
non-consensual sex “normalizing” proce-
dures, such as clitoral reductions, vaginoplas-
ties, and orchiectomies until people can make 
their own informed decisions. Similar bills in 
Indiana, Texas, and Nevada failed but were 
influential.  Information about the way that 
medical decisions for intersex people have 
destroyed their lives and caused suicides be-
cause doctors’ decisions were not in sync 
with individuals’ gender identity.  
 

California: Lawmakers passed a bill mandat-
ing that the state Department of Social Ser-
vices develop guidelines by 2020 to ensure 
that trans youth in foster care can access 
proper medical care without delay. 
 

Colorado: Anunnaki Ray Marquez has be-
come the first person to receive a medically 
accurate intersex birth certificate in the first 
state to permit these birth certificates.   
 

Illinois: Marsha Wetzel won a landmark 
court victory after 
suing her retire-
ment home that 
did nothing about 
her harassment 
because she is a 
lesbian. The 7th 
Circuit Court disa-
greed with a lower ruling that claimed a land-
lord cannot be held responsible for other res-
idents’ behavior. Instead, the court deter-
mined that the Fair Housing Act bars land-
lords from “purposefully failing to protect” a 
tenant from “harassment, discrimination and 
violence” and sent the case back to the lower 
court. A decision from last year ruled that sex 
discrimination can include sexual orientation 

discrimination. Marsha could not marry her 
partner of 30 years because Judy Kahn died 
before Illinois recognized marriage equality. 
After Judy’s death, her family took their home 
and forced Marsha out into the retirement 
home. When the harassment began, the staff 
did nothing to protect her and told her not to 
go to the lobby.  

Michigan: Two lesbian couples, Kristy 
(left) and Dana Dumont and Erin and Re-
becca Busk-Sutton, may proceed with a law-
suit challenging the state’s “license to dis-
criminate,” a 2015 law, that keeps them from 
adopting from religiously affiliated adoption 
agencies that receive taxpayer funding .   
 

Wisconsin: Former Kenosha public schools 
student Guadalupe Paredes is suing his 
school district for such severe bullying and 
harassment that he was hospitalized in the 
fifth grade. By 11th grade, the hostile envi-
ronment forced him to drop out of school, 
according to the federal civil rights lawsuit. 
The suit names the district and five adminis-
trators as defendants. Harassers told him he 
should kill himself and posted the comment 
on his Facebook page. The school district ear-
lier settled a transgender discrimination suit 
for $800,000.  
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Cuba: President Miguel Dí az-Canel, who replaced Rau l Cas-
tro in April, announced his support for “marriage between 
people without any restrictions” as the country prepares for 
a new constitution that would include marriage equality. 
Fidel Castro sent LGBTQ people to concentration camps af-
ter the 1959 communist revolution but apologized for the 
persecution in 2010. Homosexuality in Cuba was decrimi-
nalized in the 1990s; the country provides free health care 
for transitioning. Dí az-Canel is the first communist leader to 
support marriage quality.  
 

Great Britain: A court ruling will make a vastly cheaper ge-
neric version of PrEP, but only four percent of people in the 
U.S. who have sex with other men use the drug preventing 
the transmission of HIV because of the exorbitant cost—
about $1,758 for a 30-day supply. 
 

India: The na-
tion’s Supreme 
Court legalized 
LGBTQ sex by 
overturning a 
colonial-era law, 
ruling that it is 
unconstitutional 
and violates the 
right to privacy.  
Marriage equali-
ty and same-
gender couple adoption and inheritance are still illegal in 
the country.  
 
PFLAG Celebrates Local Heroes Rhonda Jantzen & Claire Hall 

 
 
 

LGBTQ News around the World News Bits 
 

A reading list in honor of 
Bisexual Week, September 17
-23: https://www.pride.com/
bisexual/2018/9/24/22-things-
you-should-read-bisexual-
awareness-week   

 
Good article on gender:  
https://sacwellness.com/

gender-issues/abcs-of-gender/  
 
Campus Pride’s Top 30 

LGBTQ-friendly college list: 
https://
www.lgbtqnation.com/2018/09
/lgbtq-friendly-college-list-
announced-2018-states-made-
cut/  Campus Pride’s top 30 
LGBTQ-friendly college list.  

 

Health Care 
 

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics has published a policy 
calling for gender-affirming 
health care for all transgender 
and gender-diverse (TGD) 
youth.  

The main “gender-
affirmative care model” (GACM) 
promotes a program in which 
“providers work together to 
destigmatize gender variance, 
promote the child’s self-worth, 
facilitate access to care, educate 
families, and advocate for safer 
community spaces where chil-
dren are free to develop and ex-
plore their gender.”  

The policy statement points 
out that transgender identities 
and not related to mental health 
disorders while “stigma” is fre-
quently considered a root cause 
for mental health disorders in 
trans youth. 
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Minnesota/Wisconsin: Two federal courts ruled that transgender people must receive medi-
cal care prescribed by doctors because of the Affordable Care Act’s provisions on the basis of 
sex. University of Wisconsin blocked payment for gender confirmation surgery, and Minnesota 
health insurance had refused hormone treatment for the transgender son of a nurse practition-
er. Judges ruled that programs with federal funding cannot discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex (including gender identity), age, or disability, and the University of 
Wisconsin violated the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment according to a prece-
dent set by the 7th Circuit Court. Judge William Conley harshly condemned Wisconsin’s argu-
ments that relied on anti-trans author Lawrence Mayer and called the argument that gender 
confirmation surgery reinforces cultural stereotypes about gender as “unhinged from reality.” 
 

Wisconsin: A state board has voted 5-4 to support insurance coverage for transgender state 
employees seeking hormone therapy and gender confirmation surgery in a reversal of a formal 
policy. 
 

Washington, D.C.: The city council unanimously passed a bill allowing driver’s license or iden-
tification card with “X” as a nonbinary marker for gender. Mayor Muriel Bowser’s signature 
seems assured. The new law would also remove a requirement for a signed letter from a medi-
cal or legal professional in order to change the marker.  
 

United States: A fourth court has denied 
Donald Trump’s attempts to ban transgender 
people from serving in the military. All four 
courts imposed injunctions on the ban be-
cause the administration lacks reasonable 
justification. Trump wanted to allow military 
members diagnosed with gender dysphoria if 
they haven’t transitioned but ban those who 
transitioned but weren’t diagnosed with gen-
der dysphoria. The government cannot prove 
“the loss of unit cohesion” because the mili-
tary has grown stronger with trans-gender 
service members. The DOJ also opposes the 
release of documents about how the decision for the ban was made.  [Above: a group of 
transgender military members at a wreath-laying ceremony.] 
 

United States: The U.S. Supreme Court refused a Catholic charity  request in Philadelphia to 
continue its discrimination against gay and lesbian couples after a federal judge rejected their 
claim of constitutional rights. Using taxpayer funds for the adoption/fostering service, the city 
ordered the charity to follow city ordinances against discrimination. Only Clarence Thomas, 
Samuel Alito, and Neil Gorsuch wanted to hear the case. Catholic Social Services branches has 
closed down in other cities rather than comply with their laws. 
 

United States: The FDA approved two new medications for treating HIV, Delstrigo and 
Pifeltro, for adults with no prior antiretroviral treatment. Neither is a cure but could improve 
the life of those with HIV and be given with other antiretroviral agents for greater protection. 
 

United States: A provision to punish states for enforcing anti-discrimination laws conflicting 
with an adoption’s religious beliefs has died in the House. Ten states now allow state-licensed 
adoption agencies to refuse service to LGBTQ families.  

More Good LGBTQ News  from the U.S. 
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People Who Make a Difference 
Helen Thornton is suing for the Social Security benefits 
that she would have had if her partner, Marge Brown 
(right), had not died before the two of them could legally 
marry in Washington. Together the couple had a commit-
ted relationship of 27 years and raised a son until Brown 
died of ovarian cancer in 2006 after Thornton cared for 
her during her last three years. When Thornton applied for 
survivor’s benefits in 2015, she was denied because they 
were not legally married. Lambda Legal cited U.S. Supreme 
Court marriage equality cases of 2013 and 2015, stating 
that “SSA’s actions violate the holdings of Obergefell, 
Windsor, and similar lower court decisions.” In 1987, the 
couple founded the first Northwest Lesbian Gay Film Festi-
val, held at Evergreen State College (WA), with Kathryn 
Ford.  In 1979, Thornton founded the 0lympia Women’s Center for Health (OWCH). 
 
Nancy Wolforth began her lifelong activism 
when she was 16, registering voters in the 
South. She almost single-handedly made labor 
unions LGBTQ friendly, advocating for equality, 
and used her position as a labor leader to move 
Democrats to be more progressive on LGBTQ 
issues. A founding member of the Lesbian and 
Gay Labor Alliance in 1980, she is a National 
President Emerita of Pride at Work, the national 
organization for LGBTQ working people that she 
and others founded in 1994. In her discussion of 
the importance regarding the midterm elec-
tions, she expressed concern about putting Brett 
Kavanaugh on the Supreme Court because he can reverse LGBTQ equality.  Wolforth pointed 
out that the nation still doesn’t have non-discrimination rights for LGBTQ workers. In August, 
Pride at Work honored Wolforth with its Solidarity Award. 
 

Shankar Lal, 18, decided he wanted to 
come out at his graduation from the 
Media Arts & Music program at Hill-
crest High School in New York this 
past June so he put a pride flag on his 
shoulders when his name was called. 
Everyone cheered, and his principal 
and teachers told him they were proud 
of him. Lal said, "Being in the closet 
can be such a dark and lonely experi-
ence. I want people to see a positive 
coming out experience—I would hope 
that they feel more empowered and 
inspired to live in their truth."  
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OCC PFLAG Calendar 

October – LGBTQ History Month 

October 9, 4:00-6:00 pm: LGBTQ Happy Hour, All Welcome!
—Georgie’s Beachside Grill, Newport 

October 10, 6:00-7:30 pm:  PFLAG Meeting, Annual Coming 
Out Party—St. Stephen's, 9th & Hurbert, Newport  

October 11, 7:30 pm: “The Coming Out Monologues”—The 
Alberta Abbey, 126 NE Alberta St., Portland 

October 20, 3:00 pm: “Beyond Pronouns: Transgender Pro-
nouns,” Kit Lorelied & Sinclair St. Claire—Lincoln City 
(Driftwood) Public Library, second floor of the City Hall 
building, 801 SW Hwy. 101 

October 21, 11:00 am: “Sunday of Love”—Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 383 NE Beech St., Toledo 

October 21, 3:00 pm: “LGBTQ 101: Everything You Wanted 
to Know, But Were Afraid to Ask,” PFLAG—Lincoln City 
(Driftwood) Public Library, second floor of the City Hall 
building 801 SW HWY 101 

October 28, 11:00 am: OUT OR Women at Nana’s for 
Lunch—NW 3rd and Coast Streets, Newport  

Oct. 6: GSA Fall Conference  

October 13: Lotus Pride—Ashland (OR) 

The PFLAG OCC Basic Needs Grants provide emergency 
or urgent relief to LGBT+ people in Lincoln County. Indi-
viduals of any age who identify as LGBT+ (or their care-
givers) and who demonstrate a financial need for medi-
cal aid, housing, transportation, or food can apply. The 
maximum grant is $250.  Much of the Grant’s resources 
come from other LGBT+ people and straight allies.  Con-
tact PFLAG OCC at pflagocc@gmail.com for an applica-
tion. 

Media Matters:  
Writer Mark Saltzman has stated that Sesame Street’s Bert & Ernie were written 
as a same-gender couple. When he began writing for Sesame Street, Saltzman 
was in a long-term relationship with film editor Arnold Glassman; they were 
together until Glassman died in 2003. The New Yorker used the iconic TV gay 
puppet couple for a cover by Jack Hunter to celebrate the historic Supreme 
Court rulings in June 2013 legalizing federal benefits for married same-gender 
couples and marriage equality in California.  
 

After his departure from The Big Bang Theory, Jim Parsons is developing The Inn Crowd (NBC) 
about a small, low-income town turned upside down when gay couple Patrick O’Connell and Rein-
hardt Lynch open an inn. In 1978, the two men actually opened the Inn at Little Washington about 
an hour from Washington, D.C. in Washington (VA), population 156,  in an auto repair shop, and 
it’s still going strong. O’Connell broke up with Lynch but kept the inn and just became the first 
restaurant in and near Washington, D.C. to get a three-star Michelin rating.  

PFLAG Opportunities 
 

“The Coming Out Monologues”: The 
fourth year of this storytelling event pre-
sents LGBTQ experiences and coming out 
stories from a diversity of backgrounds and 
times. Producer CM Hall describes the 
event:  “these stories run the gamut — hu-
morous, poignant, serious, heartbreaking, 
embarrassing, creative, painful and hope-
ful.” http://www.basicrights.org/event/the-
coming-out-monologues-4/  

“Beyond Pronouns: Transgender Pro-
nouns”: The first of two Driftwood Public 
Library programs to coincide with LGBT 
History Month discusses the experiences of 
transgender and gender non-conforming 
individuals, and offers tips and information 
about how workplaces and communities can 
become more welcoming toward 
transgender and gender non-conforming 
people, both legally and socially.   

The next day, a guest panel of PFLAG 
adult and teen experts will also present its 
program on “everything you wanted to 
know but were afraid to ask,” an introduc-
tion to terminology and basic concepts re-
lated to LGBTQ experiences. 

“Sunday of Love”: A Sunday of joy, 
queerness and Love at Trinity UMC in Tole-
do celebrates 10 years as a reconciling con-
gregation committed to affirming and in-
cluding all people regardless of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. LGBTQ mem-
bers of the church and community will lead 
the service that is followed by free food.  
https://www.facebook.com/toledotumc/   
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Join PFLAG! 
 

 YES!  I support the mission of PFLAG.  Enclosed is my annual membership fee.* 
 

           ______Household ($35) 
 _______ Individual ($25) 

  Student/Limited Income ($15) 
  Contribution  $_______     

        

*Includes membership in National PFLAG with affiliates in over 365 worldwide communities.  

 

 Make check payable and mail to: 
Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 
PO Box 2172 
Newport, OR 97365 

Name:      ______________________________________________________ 
Address:  _______________________________________________________ 
        _______________________________________________________ 
Email:      _______________________________________________________ 
 

PFLAG is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and has no political 
or religious affiliations. 

 
 

 

 Oregon Central Coast PFLAG 

P.O. Box 2172 

Newport, Oregon  97365 

 

 

 

  


